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Genesis Volume 1 - From Creation to Abraham

Introduction to Genesis

M Introduction the Bible
The teachings of the Bible are timeless and invaluable. Many leaders and even non-Christian historians
and world leaders have acknowledged the great influence that the Bible has had in the creation of modern
society. Principles of human rights, family values, law and justice found in the Bible have greatly influenced
the laws of nations today. The 10 Commandments are still the foundation of many of the laws set down
by advanced countries.

To Christians, the Bible is the inspired word of God. In its pages are the teachings of the Creator on how
we should |ive, how we should relate to one another and to God.
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B What is the Bible?
The Bible is a uniquely amazing book. Its name is derived from the Greek word ‘biblia” which means
‘books’. This is because the Bible is a collection of 66 books. It is divided info 2 main sections: The Old
Testament (a word that means Covenant), which contains 39 books and the New Testament which is made
up of 27 books.

These 66 books of the Bible were written over a time span of 1,500 years by over 40 different writers,
under the guidance and inspiration of one Author, the LORD God himself.

The books were written in three different continents: Asia, Africa and Europe, before they were all finally
collected and bound together as one book. Sixty-six books written over a 1,500 year time period carrying
a common theme and objective. It is the story of God making himself known to man, building a relationship
with those who would have faith and follow him and finally, offering an everlasting covenant relationship to
mankind through Jesus Christ — the Son of God.

B Prologue to Genesis

The first book of the Bible is Genesis. The word Genesis is derived from the Septuagint, which was an early
Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible which means ‘Origins’, for indeed the book does talk about origins.
No other book in the Bible gives as much information about the origins of life, the world, marriage, sin and
redemption and many other fopics.

But the original Hebrew name for this book was just the first three words in its text: ‘In the beginning’. Genesis
is indeed a book about many beginnings. The beginning of the world, the beginning of sin and trouble that
it brought, the beginning of a new race of faithful people after Seth was born, the beginning of a new world
after the old world was destroyed by the flood and the beginning of a new faithful family headed by Abraham.

While the book of Genesis does not make any references to its human author, Jewish and Christian history ac-
credit the book to Moses. Some of the early stories may have been handed down in written or oral form. They
were then collected and recorded by Moses.

B Understanding Genesis in the Context of the Time and Place When it was Written

Genesis is truly an epic story. The first 11 chapters cover a period of many thousands of years. The remaining
chapters tell the story of a family over 4 generations. How do we read and understand such a book? Bible
scholars suggest that we must try to understand the historical and social context in which it was written. What
was the author’s objective in writing the book2 And how its first readers would have undertstood the book
would also help us unravel its meaning for us today. To do that, we need to have some understanding of the
historical and social context of the region at that time.

Historical and Social Context of the time

Refer to the map shown. In the region between the Persian Gulf and the River Nile there is an area where
rainfall, rivers and moderate climate make the land suitable for agriculture and therefore very suitable for
sustaining a dense population. This strefch of land is curved in shape and generally known as The Fertile
Crescent. On one end of the crescent in mid-south Mesopotamia the Sumerians developed an advanced
civilization around 3,500 B.C. On the other end of the crescent at the mouth of the Nile, the Egyptians also
developed a sophisticated society about slightly later.

Although mankind had developed different ways of communicating such as oral language and picture drawing
much earlier, the earliest evidence of written language are found in these two ends of the Fertile Crescent i.e.
Sumero-Akkadian and Egyptian Hieroglyphics.

In the study of history, we can only know so much about a society from pictures carved into stones, or
pottery or any artifacts found in ruins. But when archaeologists discover writing and are able to decipher its
meaning, then we are able to know so much more detail about how a society lived, worked, made commercial
transactions, made treaties and etc. There is much less speculation and our knowledge becomes more precise




with the discovery of writings. The earliest writings in the Sumerian language have been
discovered dating back to 3200 BC. The Sumerian language was developed over centuries
and one of its earliest, most popular and longest used form was the Akkadian cuneiform
language.

Archaeologists have uncovered vasttroves of cuneiform tablets, which once itwas deciphered,
illustrated many aspects of life during the early 2nd and 1st Millennium BC. Thousands of
tablets with cuneiform engravings have been found in the region which date back to the time
of Abraham and the patriarchs. They give us a good description of the history and cultural
practices of the time which help us understand some of the events described in the Genesis
story. We will highlight such events and descriptions as and when we tell the stories.

On the other side of the Fertile Crescent, the earliest Egyptian hieroglyphics dating back to
3,000 BC have also been discovered. This language was a mystery for many centuries until
the discovery of the Rosetta Stone by French archaeologists in the 18" century AD. It took
another few decades of analysis by two brilliant linguists and mathematicians and when
they finally broke the code, hieroglyphics was no longer a mystery. This ability to understand
hieroglyphics then helped historians to understand much of what happened during the early
24 and 1+ millennium BC in Egypt.

Objective of the Author

Another important point to consider when we read Genesis is that it was written around the
time of the Exodus c. 1400 BC. It was the first of 5 books of the Law written by Moses. Although
some parts of Genesis described events that happened earlier, example the Creation, the
Flood and the Patriarchs of Israel, the book was written when the Israelites were leaving
Egypt and on their way to the Land of Canaan. The Israelites had been living in Egypt for
430 years and they would have been exposed to all the idols and beliefs of the Egyptians
with their many gods. Their destination was Canaan. This also was a region inhabited by
people who worshipped many gods and practiced rituals such as human sacrifice which
was evil and detestable in the sight of God.

Egyptians and Canaanites worshipped deities which often represented nature like the Sun
or the Moon. There was a pantheon of gods representing fertility, life, death, agriculture,
heavenly bodies and etc.

God used Moses to write Genesis and set the record straight for the children of Israel and for
us in the present. The world and dll life in it was created and sustained by the one true, all-
powerful and all-knowing God. This teaching is re-affirmed in the New Testament. ‘Through
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” John 1:3
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As the story is told additional information is provided where relevant. The geographical setting of most of the
stories in Genesis span across what is today referred to as the Middle East. Ur and Babel are located in today’s
Iraq. The ruins of Haran are situated in modern Syria. Many of the stories are situated in modern Israel, Jordan,
Egypt and even Turkey. To help the readers understand the geographical locations, maps will be provided as
the story is told.

Quiz Questions
The quiz questions are available only in the multimedia CDs.

Objective of this Multimedia Book

Ultimately the objective of these multimedia stories is o create an appreciation and passion for children to read
the Bible for themselves. It is hoped that this multimedia Bible Stories CD and book will help them better see this
picture and find meaning in the lessons of the Bible.
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1. The Story of Creation

Genesis 1:1 - 2:3

The Bible tells us very clearly that God is the
creator of the universe. This fact is told in many
different parts of the Bible, both in the Old and
New Testament. But it is most clearly described to
us in the book of Genesis. That God created our
universe, our planet, the sun, moon and the stars.

It tells us that it was God who brought life to this
planet and God who created man and all the other
creatures. This is the story of creation as told in
Genesis chapter one.

INFO BANK

Our Universe:

Contains  thousands ~ of
millions of galaxies. Our
galaxy, the Milky Way,
stretches 100,000  light
years across and contains
perhaps a 100 million
stars. Our Solar System
is a system of planets and
asteroids that orbit around
a medium sized star.

This star, 15 million °C at
its core, 6,000 °C on its
surface, is a giant nuclear
fission powered station that
radiates heat and light to its
orbiting planets. We call it
the Sun.

" In the beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth. 2 Now, the earth was formless and empty.
Darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the
Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light” and there was
light. God saw that the light was good, and he
separated the light from the darkness. God called
the light “day” and the darkness he called “night”.

INFO BANK

“day and the darkness he called “night”:
Our earth spins on its own axis once every 24
hours. This allows sunlight to fall on all parts of
the earth some of the time. If the earth’s rotation
was too long, then the parts in the sun would bake
and the parts in the darkness would freeze. If the
earth spun around its axis too quickly, then it would
cause violent storms. Example, Saturn spins on its
axis once every 10 hours. It records violent storms
with wind speeds of up to 10,000 miles per hour.
24 hours a day was just the right speed that the
Creator had designed for our planet.

INFO BANK

Earth:

Our planet, the Earth, is the third planet from the
Sun. Itis 12,500 km in diameter and contains about
525 million cubic km of water that covers 70% of the
surface. Above the surface is a delicately balanced
mix of life sustaining oxygen and nitrogen that

stretches about 600 km into space.
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And there was evening and there was morning,
the first day. Then God said, “Let there be a huge
space between the waters. Let this space separate
the waters above from the waters below it.” God
created a sky with an atmosphere over the earth.
This happened on the second day.

On the third day, God said, “let the waters below the
sky be collected into one place, so that dry land may
appear”. And it was so. God called the dry places

“land”, and the gathered waters, he called “seas”.

Then God said, “let there be many different kinds of
plants and trees, each able to bear fruits with seeds
in them.” And the earth was covered with forests and
vegetation. And God saw that it was good.

On the fourth day, God said “let there be lights in the
heaven to separate the day from the night, and let
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and
years” and it was so. God made two great lights, the
larger light to rule the day and the smaller light to
rule the night. He also made the stars. And God saw
that it was good.

INFO BANK

Many different kinds of plants:

There are about 300,000 named species of plants.
The animal kingdom with all its animals number
over 1.2 million species and subspecies.

INFO BANK

Smaller light to rule the night:

Facts about our moon: The Moon is 384,403
kilometers (238,857 miles) distant from the
Earth. Its diameter is 3,476 kilometers (2,160
miles). Both the rotation of the Moon and its
revolution around Earth takes 27 days, 7
hours, and 43 minutes. It was called LUNA by
the Romans.

On the fifth day, God said “Let the waters be filled
with living things and let birds fly above the earth
and the waters.” God created the giant sea creatures
of the ocean. He created all living things, fish and
plants in the water. He also created every sort of
bird in the sky. And God saw that it was good. God
blessed them and said “Increase in numbers and fill
the earth and the oceans.” On the sixth day God
created all the creatures that lived on the land. He
created the mammals that moved on the earth, the
reptiles that crawled on the ground and even all the
creatures that lived beneath the land.
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Then God said, “let us make man in our image, in
our likeness and let them rule over all the earth”.
So God created man in his own image male and
female. God blessed them and said to them “have
children and increase in number. Fill the earth and
bring it under control”.

By the seventh day Gc
been doing. And God

made it holy because
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INFO BANK

Giant sea creatures:

The Blue Whale is the largest mammal, possibly the largest
animal, o ever inhabit the earth. The longest blue whale
ever recorded was a 108-foot adult female caught during
whaling efforts in Antarctica! In modern times, blue whales
in the Southern Hemisphere reach lengths of 90-100 feet,
but their Northern Hemisphere counterparts are smaller,
on average 75 to 80 feet (23 to 24.5 m). Blue whales
can weigh over 100 tons (99,800 kg). Females are larger
than males of the same age, the largest perhaps weighing
as much as 150 tons (136,000 kg). They are fast, strong
swimmers, capable of reaching 30 mph (48.3 km/hr) when
alarmed, but they usually cruise along at about 12 mph
(19.3 km/hr)

Source: AMERICAN CETACEAN
SOCIETY FACT SHEET

INFO BANK

Man:

The Human Body has 206 bones mobilized into
intricate action by 600 different muscles aerated by
300 million air sacs in the lungs. The body is warmed
and given life by 6.5 liters (or about 10 pints) of blood
circulating 1000 times a day through blood vessels,
arteries, veins and capillaries that if lined from end-
to-end would stretch for over tens of thousands of
kilometers per person.

But man is not just a physical body. God has also
given him a spirit which longs to communicate with
the Creator. Man is the only creature created in the
image of God and given the responsibility fo care for
his creation.

THE BIBLE SAYS.....

The Bible teaches us that there is one God

who created:

There are many references in the Bible that talks about
God creating the world.

Some of them are listed here:

Isaiah 40:12 - 31

Psalms 8:1 - 9

Job 38:4 - 41

John 1:1-3

The story of creation challenged the beliefs of the
people at that time. Objects such as the moon, the sun
and even the earth, were created objects. Abraham
came from Ur, whose people worshipped the moon.
The Egyptians worshipped the sun god and the life
giving Nile River. They also believed that their ruler,
the Pharaoh, was the earthly form of the sun god.
Genesis tells us, just as it did the first hearers then, that
God created all things. And God made all humans to
be rulers of the earth as long as they lived within the
rules set by God himself.

7~ Lessons from the Story

j

1. The Bible teaches us that there is one God who created the universe and our world. Everything that
exists including matter, objects and living things came into being by God's command.
2. When the universe was created, it was judged by God to be ‘good’. The Bible uses this word to
show God's satisfaction and pleasure in the world that he has created. It was perfect.
\ J
r— Questions for Discussion ~
1. Why do you think the phrase “And God saw that it was good” is repeated many times?2
2. What do you think the phrase “God created man in his own image” means?
3. What are some of the attributes of God that we can learn from this story?
\. J




