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1. Introduction to the Book of Joshua 
Overview

The Book of Joshua is positioned as the sixth book of the 
Old Testament and comes after the book of Deuteronomy. 
It is considered as one of the books of history. However, as 
a history book, its main purpose was not to record all the 
political, military or national events as it happened. 

Its main purpose, summarized in Joshua 21:43-45, was 
to show that God was delivering on His promise to their 
forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It was the Lord their 
God who gave them victory over their enemies. The people 
only had to obey His instructions given through the laws of 
Moses and the word of Joshua, their new leader.

Looking west towards the Promised Land (Israel) from east of the Jordan river.
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Chapel commemorating the site of 
Moses’ death on Mt Nebo. Near to 
it is a structure depicting the Bronze 
Serpent.
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Map of the Conquest of Canaan

Timeline
The book of Joshua begins after the death of Moses on Mt Nebo, about 40 years after the 
Israelites have left Egypt. The date for this event is probably about 1400 BC or 1200 BC.

The Conquest
The campaign to take possession of the land of Canaan can be divided into three major 
campaigns: the central campaign, the southern campaign and the northern campaign.
The Israelites crossed the Jordan river from the East near Gilgal and Jericho. This was the 
beginning of the central campaign which included conquering the cities of Jericho, Ai 

and Bethel from the 
Israelite base at Gilgal. 
This effectively cut the 
disparate kingdoms of 
Canaan into two and 
gave Joshua’s army 
control of a swath of land 
across the mid-section of 
the country. 

When a neighbouring 
city in the central region, 
Gibeon, submitted to 
Joshua and signed a 
treaty with Israel, the 
southern city-states 
formed a coalition to 
try and put a stop to 
the growing threat 
represented by the 
Israelites.

Jerusalem, inhabited 
by the Jebusites, took 
the lead. Their strategy 
was to initiate a joint-
attack on the city of 
Gibeon to teach them 
a lesson for betraying 
them. But because of 
the treaty between them, 
Joshua and the Israelite 
army came to assist in 
Gibeon’s defence. The 
Lord gave Joshua victory 
over the Jebusites. 

Phase 1 of conquest
Phase 2 of conquest

This campaign and what happened in the aftermath gave Israel 
control over the southern hill country. The third campaign was 
against a northern coalition under the leadership of the city of 
Hazor. 

When the three campaigns were completed successfully, the entire 
land was generally and nominally under Israelite dominance 
although there was still much work to be done. The next stage of 
the conquest was to be carried out by the individual tribes of Israel 
in their respective allocated territories. At the end of Joshua’s 
life, he made sure they committed themselves to faithfulness to 
Yahweh and the covenant as they went to settle into their newly 
allocated lands.
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The Approach of Our Book

We will not be covering the details of all the campaigns 
except for the first campaign.We have dedicated the first 
three stories to Joshua, focusing mainly on the conquest 
of Jericho, Ai and Bethel.

However, we will also focus on other aspects of the book 
of Joshua, for example, the judgment of God on Aachan 
and the mercy and grace of God on Rahab. We will also 
look at how God deals with Joshua and how Joshua 
responds to God’s commands. Finally, we will focus on 
how Joshua leads the Israelites to re-commit themselves to 
the covenant and laws of God as written by Moses.

Joshua’s last words to the Israelites should always inspire 
us even today: “Choose today whom you will serve. … But 
as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
Joshua 24:15(NIV) 

The first three chapters of this book are:
1. 	 Joshua and the Spies of Jericho:
	 •	 Joshua Taking Over the leadership
	 •	 The Lord Commissions Joshua
	 •	 The Spies and Rahab

2. 	 The Battle of Jericho
	 •	 The Crossing of the River Jordan
	 •	 The First Passover in the Promised Land and 		
		  Renewal of the Covenant by Circumcision
	 •	 The Battle of Jericho
	 •	 The Rescue of Rahab

3. 	 The Battle of Ai
	 •	 The Sin of Aachan
	 •	 The Battle of Ai
	 •	 The Renewal of the Covenant on Mt Gerizim 		
		  and Mt Ebal as Instructed by Moses
	 •	 The Division of the Land and Death of Joshua

Costume of ancient soldiers in 
Moab - East of Jordan River

Modern Bedouin from Jordan

Contume of ancient archer in Moab.
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2. Joshua and the Spies of Jericho
Joshua 1:1-9  The Lord commissions Joshua 

Joshua 1:19 The Lord commissions Joshua
After the death of Moses, the Lord spoke to Joshua son 
of Nun, Joshua 1:2“Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the 
time has come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, 
across the Jordan River into the land I am giving them.”

Joshua 1:6“Be strong and courageous, for you are the one 
who will lead these people to possess all the land I swore 
to their ancestors I would give them.”

Joshua 1:7“… Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses 
gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to 
the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in 
everything you do.”

Joshua 1:9“This is my command – be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.”

“Be careful to obey all the instructions 
Moses gave you.”

God gave Moses specific instructions on how to arrange the 
campsite. Each tribe had a special place and in the centre 
stood the Court of the Tabernacle.

The Lord said to Joshua “Be strong 
and courageous.”
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