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Preface
“In Search of Apostle Paul”, is written in a vivid and descriptive manner
and it brings alive the life and times of Apostle Paul, the Theologian
of the Church. The artistic elements coupled with an easy-to-read
narratives gives it a niche status. May I recommend this splendid eBook
for the edification of every student of the Bible.

		
		

Rev. Mathew K Punnoose
General Secretary, The Bible Society of Malaysia

Author’s Preface
In Search of the Apostle Paul is the story of Paul from his early life, his
education, his life as a persecutor, the dramatic encounter with the Lord
Jesus on the road to Damascus and his life after that. We put into a single
chronological narrative many elements of the life of Paul: what was his
family and education background, who were his early influencers, after
his conversion, his rejection and reconciliation with the apostles, his
methods, his missionary associates, his disciples and his epistles.
The story is multi-layered. As such, we have broken it up into many
chapters and multiple sections within each chapter. We believe that
by understanding Paul’s life and its many facets, we can gain a better
understanding of the New Testament and even see God in action in the
growth of the early church.
Do take time to click on the hyper-links as we take you on a virtual tour
of the land and history of the early church with our fictional characters,
Roy and Jessica. We hope you will enjoy the tour and gain more insight
to the story of Paul and the early church.
Peter C. T. Lim
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Foreword
I am so happy to see another e-Book, published by Pristine World
entitled, In Search of the Apostle Paul.
Their very first e-book, Discover the Bible, got my attention and
immediately I saw the great potential and blessings. We have used
it as part of our Seminari Theoloji Malaysia (STM) Field Education
experiment and found it a great success. STM users were so impressed
that they collaborated and used the BM version of the book.
This e-book, In Search of the Apostle Paul brings to life the actual
and narrative accounts of Paul’s life. It gives historical and cultural
background information to help the reader better appreciate the
historicity of the events described in the book of Acts and to gain a
better understanding of how the early church grew. It helps us grasp
how God can use a man, so opposed to the Gospel at first, and turn him
around to become a great apostle and ambassador of His Kingdom.
Paul was not alone in his ministry and the e-book details background
information of some of his associates.
The e-book uses different exciting platforms to help the reader gain a
panoramic view of the Bible narrative. An example is its use of selected
videos to relate and show the cities where Paul preached today in
modern times. It helps the reader to appreciate the legacy and influence
of Paul’s life and his letters.
It is a good resource tool for students of the New Testament, as it has
a good summary of all the major cities visited by Paul with maps and
history, a compiling of all the key associates and disciples of Paul and a
list of all the epistles written by Paul, from where and when they were
written and who they were addressed to.
With all my heart I recommend this e-book In Search of the Apostle Paul
which seeks to help readers better appreciate the Bible.
Nisi Dominus Frustra.

Veni Sancte Spiritus,
Rt. Rev Dr D Steven Abbarow
Bishop of the Diocese of West Malaysia
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INTRODUCTION
The Apostle Paul is an enigmatic character in the Bible.
From a biographical perspective, he stands out as being
controversial, yet driven in his single-minded focus to bring
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the farthest regions of the
Roman Empire.
He is not mentioned in the Gospels and probably did
not meet Jesus during Christ’s time on earth. Yet he was
personally called by the risen and ascended Christ to suffer
and bring the Gospel to the Gentiles from the lowest to the
highest of people groups.
Let our friends Roy and Jessica take you on a journey
of discovery in search of the apostle Paul as we trace
his life and his journeys through the cities of Asia and
Europe preaching the gospel and planting churches.

Apostle St Paul. Painting by: El Greco
c.1610 .
Source: Public Domain via
Wikimedia Commons

1. Why study the life of Paul?
Paul, led by the Holy Spirit, brought the Gospel to more
countries, started more churches and wrote more books
than any other writer of the New Testament. It would help
us understand his epistles if we knew the man who wrote
the letters.
9
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2. Why study the history of Paul’s world?
It is said that we are very much shaped by
our background, our family, friends and our
external environment. To understand Paul, his
works, his methodologies and his epistles, we
should also be acquainted with the world that
he lived in.
3. What is the relevance to us?
Just like in the study of any character in the
Bible, if we understand the issues the characters
Roy
faced and how they responded to those issues,
or how God guided them in facing those issues, then we
will have a better idea of how to apply the lessons learnt
for our modern and individual situations.
After all, Romans 15:4 tells us that “Such things were written in
the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give
us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s
promises to be fulfilled.”(NLT)
4. What is the scope and objective of this
e-book?
In this e-book, we will explore the
chronological life and times of the Apostle
Paul, using information from Acts and from
his letters. We will also look at the historical
and cultural background of the places Paul
lived in and visited on his journeys to better
understand how it shaped his thinking and
his methods in bringing the Gospel to the
farthest ends of the earth. We will trace the
events that led to Paul writing his epistles;
Jessica
what motivated or provoked him to write
the letters. By exploring these events, it will enrich our
understanding of the epistles and help us in our ability
to interpret and apply the lessons learnt to our modern
situations. We will also explore the legacy of Paul and the
Gospel he helped to spread, to better appreciate how much
the New Testament has affected the world we live in today.
10
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5. How to use this e-Book?
The book provides many hyper-links to the Web. Go through
the book either on a handphone or a laptop and click on
the hyperlinks to get some deeper insights into a historical
event or the history of a city. The hyperlinks will bring you
to either a website with more background information
or to a YouTube with a short video presentation. Where
there is a link to Google Earth, you can click on the link
which will give you a satellite view of an area of interest.
You can then navigate around Google Earth to see 3-D
or ground level pictures of the location in question with
background information for some sites. There is also a link
to the musical The Apostle. This is a highly recommended
musical from the 1970s, which portrays the story of Paul.
Of course, have a Bible close at hand, so that you can refer
to the passages that are referenced in the story.
We hope you will enjoy and be blessed by the content of
this e-Book.
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YOUNG SAUL:
PHARISEE AND
PERSECUTOR
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Chapter 1

Background History of
Paul’s World
Timeline of Apostle Paul
Paul was probably born around the same time as Jesus,
plus or minus a few years. Most scholars will place the year
of Paul’s birth as around AD 1 to AD 5. He was born in the
Roman City of Tarsus with the Jewish name of Saul. Being
born a Roman citizen, he probably already had the Roman
name of Paul but did not use it until his ministry in Cyprus
on his first missionary trip.
Below is a chart, Figure 1.1, showing the timeline of Paul’s
life.
Paul watches
Paul’s conversion at Damascus (32-35)
the stoning of
Stephen (32/33) Quiet years in Arabia (3 years)

2 BC-5 AD

AD 30

AD 35

Birth of Paul

Crucifixion of Jesus
Persecution of Christians (30-35)

Paul spends the next seven
years possibly preaching in
Syria and Cilicia

AD 40

Paul returns to Damascus
Paul escapes from Damascus
to Jerusalem and meets Peter
and James
Disciples in Jerusalem send
Paul back to Tarsus

Barnabas brings
Paul to Antioch

Paul’s First Missionary
Journey (47-49)

AD 45
Barnabas goes
to Antioch

Barnabas and
Wrote
Paul go to
Galatians
Jerusalem with
(49)
funds for the
famine and meet
with apostles (46)

Wrote 1 & 2 Thessalonians (51)
Wrote 1 & 2 Corinthians (55/56)

AD 50
Jerusalem
Council

AD 55

Paul’s Third
Missionary Journey
(53-57)
Paul’s Second Missionary
Journey (50-53)
14

Wrote Romans (57)
Paul’s Journey
to Rome (59-60)
Arrested in Jerusalem (57)
Imprisoned in Caesarea (57-59)
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Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome (60-62)
Released from prison (62/63)

AD 60

Paul’s death by execution
(67/68)

AD 65
Wrote Titus (63-65)
Wrote 1 Timothy (62/63)

Wrote Philippians (61)

AD 70
Wrote 2 Timothy (67)

Paul’s second imprisonment in Rome
during Nero’s reign (66/67)

Wrote Philemon (60/61)
Wrote Ephesians, Colossians (60/61)

Source: Life of the Apostle Paul book p.10

1.1 What was happening in the world during this period?
1.1.1 Judea conquered by several different empires
In the early 6th century BC, Judea was conquered by the
Babylonian Empire. Many Jews were forced into exile and
settled in several locations around the empire.

The Babylonian Empire c.540 BC.
Source: Public Domain

The Babylonian Deportation by Eduard Bendemann.
c.1832 - Public Domain
15

BACKGROUND HISTORY OF PAUL’S WORLD

By the Rivers of Babylon by Gebhard Fugel
c.1920 - Public Domain

1.1.2 Cyrus the Persian releases the exiles
In the late 6th century BC, the Babylonians were defeated
by the Persian Empire. Cyrus I, King of Persia, decided to
allow the exiles of all the conquered nations to return and
rebuild their places of worship. However not all the Jews
returned. Some of them had become comfortable in the
countries where they settled in exile and chose to stay on.

Cyrus Cylinder in the British Museum.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

1.1.3 The Greek Legacy
In the 4th century BC, a Macedonian king by the name of
Alexander the Great defeated the mighty Persian army of
King Darius III and started the Greek Empire which included
Judea. The Greek legacy was that the Greek language
became the common spoken language throughout the
empire. Their culture, religion and traditions became well
accepted and diaspora Jews who had stayed on outside of

16
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Judea became more knowledgeable in the Greek language
than the Hebrew language, and were referred to as
Hellenistic Jews in the Bible.

Alexander defeating the Darius King of Persia in the Battle
of Issos c.310 BC. Source: Public Domain via Wikimedia
Commons

1.1.4 A Brief Independence under the Maccabees
In 148 BC the Jews under
the Maccabees rebelled
against their Greek rulers
and managed to install
an independent rulership
under the protection of
Rome. By this time the
Roman Empire had taken
over from the Greeks. For
about 80 years, the Jews
had autonomy under the
Hasmonean dynasty. Long
after the Jews had lost their
Matthias (first of the
Maccabees) and the Apostate
independence to Rome,
Illustrated by: Gustave Dore
they were still inspired by
c.1866 in Dore’s English Bible
the Maccabees and believed
Source: Public Domain via
that an earthly Messiah
Wikimedia Commons
would be sent to lead them
to independence, like what the Maccabees did over a
century earlier.
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1.1.5 The Romans
However, when there was a civil war within the Jewish
dynasty, the Romans took advantage of the situation
and forcefully gained direct control of Judea and the
surrounding regions in 63 BC.
From then on, the Romans were in control of Judea for the
next six hundred years.

Roman costumes in ancient Times. By: by Albert Kretschmer
c.1882. Source: Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons

1.2 The Roman Empire in the time of Christ and the
Apostles
In the first century AD, the land of Israel was dominated
by Rome. For about a hundred years up to 27 BC, Rome
went through a turbulent period of civil wars. First there
was a bloody rebellion led by Spartacus in 73 BC. After this
was quashed, there was an intense rivalry between two
great generals, Julius Caesar and Magnus Pompey which

18
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1.2.1 Assassination of Julius Caesar

The assassination of Julius Caesar. Painter by: William Holmes Sullivan c.1888.
Source: Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons

resulted in the latter being defeated in 48 BC. This left Julius
Caesar the most powerful individual in the empire. Caesar
then declared himself dictator of the empire. This caused
unhappiness in the Senate and a group led by Brutus and
Cassius assassinated Caesar in 44 BC.
1.2.2 Mark Antony
Mark Antony, Caesar’s most trusted fellow soldier assumed
control in Rome only to learn that Caesar’s will had named
his young grand-nephew Octavian as his heir. Antony and
Octavian made an uneasy alliance and defeated Caesar’s
assassins on the plains of Philippi in 42 BC. The Battle of
Philippi was the largest civil war fought between Roman
and Roman. It involved 200,000 combatants. This is the
same Philippi where Paul would meet his first European
convert Lydia the maker of purple cloth.
1.2.3 Rivalry of Mark Antony and Octavian
After the Battle of Philippi, rivalry arose between Octavian
and Mark Antony, who had fallen in love with and made an
alliance with Cleopatra of Egypt. The rivalry culminated in
the Battle of Actium, a naval action, in 31 BC. Mark Antony
and Cleopatra’s forces were defeated by the forces of
Octavian. Antony and Cleopatra fled to Egypt where they
19
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both committed suicide, Antony by
falling on his own sword and Cleopatra
by a venomous asp snake.

The Battle of Actium

Battle of Actium, 2 September 31 BC
Painting by Laureys A. Castro 1672

1.2.4 Octavian becomes Augustus Caesar
In 27 BC, Octavian, now taking on the name of Augustus
Caesar became the first emperor of the Roman Empire.
Augustus was a very capable ruler and from 27 BC there
was peace in the empire. This peace called the Pax
Romana, or literally, the ‘Peace of Rome’ brought economic
prosperity which helped make the roads within the empire
safer for travel than at any other time before that. Although
Latin was the official language, Greek was the common
language spoken throughout the empire. This made it
easier for the apostles and Christians to travel and share
the gospel in the first and second century AD.
20

BACKGROUND HISTORY OF PAUL’S WORLD

Bible historians agree that the Pax Romana and the
common Greek language played an important role in
helping the spread of the Gospel.
Augustus Caesar and the Pax Romana

Watch a 3.5 minute documentary about
Augustus and Pax Romana.
Click here for link to go to the
Augustus and the Pax Romana:

1.3 Judea under Roman rule
The Romans at first appointed Antipater the Idumean to
be the Procurator of Judea. After Antipater’s death, his son
succeeded him and became King Herod I. He was given the
title of King of the Jews and ruled until his death in 4 BC.
After his death, the kingdom
was divided into five regions
with four of the regions
given to his sons who did
not receive the title of king
but that of a Tetrarch, which
was a lesser title. Judea was
ruled by a Roman Prefect
who reported to a more
senior official, a governor in
Syria.
King Herod 1 c.1902. Source:
Wikimedia Commons
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The primary duties of the Roman governor was to maintain
order under Roman law and to collect taxes. A Prefect was
like a senior civilian officer who had military as well as civil
jurisdiction over a region and reported to the governor.

After the death of Herod 1 his kingdom was divided
into 5 Tetrarchy established by Augustus 4 BC - 6 AD Public Domain via CC By SA 4.0

Roman soldiers in Jerusalem c.1st Century AD
Source: Pristine World Museum
22
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The following chart shows the list of Roman rulers in Judea
during the time of Christ and the apostles.
• 26 - 36 AD		
• 36 - 37 AD		
• 38 - 41 AD		
• 41 - 44 AD		
• 44 - 46 AD		
• 46 - 48 AD		
• 48 - 52 AD		
• 52 - 59 AD		
• 59 - 61 AD		

Pontius Pilate
Marcelius
Marullus
Herod Agrippa I (1)
Capus Fadus
Tiberius Alexander
Ventidus Cumanus
Felix
Festus

1.4 The People Groups in the time of Christ and the
Apostles
To better understand the cultural context of the times,
we have to also look at the people groups living in the
geo-political regions at that time. Many books have been
written to describe these groups. Below is a summary of
the people groups:
1.4.1 The Jews
Here we are talking about the Jews of Judea, Samaria and
Galilee who practiced Judaism. They lived mostly in Judea
and Galilee. Samaritans were not considered pure Jews.
These Jews saw themselves as the guardians of the Mosaic
Law and their traditions as the chosen people of God. They
observed strict dietary and Sabbath rules besides all the
other laws.
For most of these Jews, one of their main concerns was
making a living while paying taxes to the Roman overlords,
the local chieftain Herod and the Temple taxes.
These Jews who lived in Judea were very proud to be the
keepers of the Mosaic traditions. In 27 BC King Herod
(1) Herod Agrippa I was the grandson of Herod I. He was not a Roman but ruled as a
client king on behalf of Rome.
23
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started building the Temple of Jerusalem which was more
than six times larger than the Temple built by Solomon.
It took 46 years to complete the building. When Jesus
walked in the Temple courtyards, they were still putting
the finishing touches to it.
Historical perspectives
Judean Jews. These are the descendants of the returned exiles, who came
back from the far regions of the Babylonian Empire, being released by
Cyrus the King of Persia in 536 BC. Most of them spoke Aramaic exclusively.
A minority spoke Hebrew for religious purposes. Most of them were serious
about their faith, not like their forefathers before the exile who had turned
away from exclusive worship of Yahweh.

Temple of Herod. By: James Tissot c.1886. Source: Public Domain via
Wikimedia Commons. Notes: Currently on display in the Brooklyn Museum,
New York.

1.4.2 Hellenists or the Diaspora Jews
The number of Jews living in the Roman Empire in the
first century is estimated to be from 3 to 8 million. At least
two-thirds of them were living outside of
Palestine. These Jews spoke Greek and were
educated in the secular or Hellenistic schools
in the countries where they lived. They
continued to practice Judaism but most of
them could not speak Hebrew. Around 200
BC, the Hebrew scriptures were translated
into Greek by a group of 72 scholars into
what is well known as the Septuagint.
24
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Hellenistic Jews played an important role in the Temple
life of Jerusalem. Three times a year, Jews were obliged
to come to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices. They could build
synagogues in their countries if there were enough Jewish
men in the city, but they could only offer sacrifices in the
Temple of Jerusalem.
Historical perspectives
Hellenistic Jews formed the majority of Jews offering Temple
sacrifices during these festivals and also contributed the
larger portion of funds. They were generally more well to
do than the Jews of Judea coming from Greek cities where
there was more trade and commerce.

1.4.3 Samaritans
Samaritans occupied an area in Israel north of Judea and
south of Galilee. They had a mixed ancestry. Most of the
people of northern Israel had been deported in 722 BC by
Assyrian conquerors who replaced them with pagan settlers
from other countries. Although Samaritans tried to abide
by the first five books of the Bible, their religious practice
was a mixture of religious beliefs. When the Jews rebuilt the
Temple in Jerusalem, the Samaritans in opposition, built
their own temple on Mt Gerizim. Throughout the centuries
after the return of the Jewish exiles, there remained a
constant tension between the Jews and the Samaritans.

Samaritans Passover pilgrimage on Mt Gerizim, West Bank,
Photo by: Edward Kaprov 18 April 2006. Source: Public
Domain via Wikimedia Commons
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1.4.4 Proselytes
Proselytes were non-Jews who had converted
to Judaism. They had undergone circumcision
and complied with all the requirements of the
Mosaic Law to be fully accepted into Judaism.
When the Jewish or ‘circumcision’ group of
Christians demanded that Paul circumcise his
Gentile converts, they were expecting them
to become proselytes or become Jewish
before becoming Christians. Paul objected to
this demand on the grounds that the sacrifice
of Christ was sufficient to save us.
Proselytes played an important role in the spreading
of the Gospel. Paul and his companions often went into
synagogues of Jews and proselytes to preach when they
arrived at a new city or town.
Historical Perspective of Diaspora Jews
Jews were dispersed starting from the exile period of
the Assyrian conquest of the northern kingdom of Israel.
Wherever the Jews went, generally, they continued to
worship Yahweh and kept the Mosaic Law. The concept
of one God who is holy as taught in the Old Testament
identified the Jews as a unique ethnic group. Although
they were often disliked, many found their faith to be
morally pure and attractive because it was the opposite
of the corrupt and immoral practices of the pagan
worshippers where, for example, worship involved sex
with the temple prostitutes.
Proselytes were present in Jerusalem at Pentecost (Acts
2:9-11; Nicolas, one of the deacons appointed by the
primitive church at Jerusalem, was a proselyte (Acts 6:5);
and after Paul had spoken in the synagogue at Antioch
of Pisidia, many devout proselytes followed Paul and
Barnabas (Acts 13:43).

26
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Were there any Gentile proselytes during the time of Christ who rejected
Him as the Messiah?
Click here for link to go
A brief explanation of the proselytes.
to Proselytes:

1.4.5 God-fearers
God-fearers were Gentiles (non-Jews) who in many ways,
had adopted the Jewish faith in their code of morality and
believed in Yahweh but had not submitted to circumcision
and did not participate in the ceremonial laws. They were
allowed to attend synagogue services on Sabbath but had
to sit separately from the Jews. Because they had not fully
converted, i.e. undergone
circumcision or observed
dietary restrictions, they
were still considered as
outside of the fellowship
of the Jewish community.
Josephus the historian
hinted to the fact that
God-fearers formed a large
community of non-Jews
who contributed to the
Temple.
God-fearers
such
as
Cornelius (Acts 10) and
others
mentioned
in
Peter Baptizing the Centurion
the Gospels such as the
Cornelius. By Francesco Trevisani,
centurion who helped to
1709. Source: Public Domain
build a synagogue
(Luke 7:5) and
wanted Jesus to heal his servant, formed a large
group of people who were very open to the
Gospel when the apostles first preached the
Good News.
God had prepared this group who understood
the concept of a holy God wanting His
people to be holy, to more readily see the
27
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futility of their efforts to become holy. Rather, mankind
needed a merciful God to provide the way back to Him
through His Son.
When we put the God-fearers and the Gentiles together,
we can see that they formed a large proportion of the
early converts to Christianity. We will be able to better
understand why the Jews were angry with Paul and his
missionary friends for ‘taking away their converts’.
1.4.6 Gentiles or the Non-Jews
The Gentiles generally referred to the non-Jews and
basically were the rest of the world, i.e. other than Jews. It
was to this group that Paul focused his missionary activities
on, especially after the Jews had rejected his message.
He was basically obeying the Great Commission to go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew
28:19).

Roman and Greek gods
The Romans basically adopted the Greek gods but just gave them different
names. © Pristine World
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Historical Perspectives on Greek and Roman culture
The Greek culture was the most prevalent in non-Jewish
communities. Romans were very accepting of Greek culture and
religions. Greek gods were re-named by Romans and given equal
respect. Zeus became Jupiter; Poseidon became Neptune; Aphrodite
became Venus, Hermes became Mercury; Artemis became Diana
and so forth. Temple worship took many forms, some of which
was having sex with temple priestesses or prostitutes. Food was
ceremonially offered to idols in the temple before they were sold in
the market. There were many gods controlling nature and often in
conflict with each other. Women in Rome were generally defined
by the men who had guardianship over them. Such ideas did not
resonate with the morals of many in the general population.
Roman society was also very class conscious. Although most of
Paul’s converts came from the Plebian and lower classes, several
converts came from the upper class as wall. Sergius Paulus was the
Roman governer of Cyprus, Lydia the first convert in Macedonia
was a wealthy lady, probably with connections in high places and
many who were wealthy were also counted among Paul’s converts.

Ancient Roman Hierarchy

Patrician/Upper Class

Plebeian/Lower Class

Senatorial Class/
Senatores

The Commons
Latins

Equestrian Class/
Equites

Foreigners
Freed People
Slaves
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1.5 Summary of how the background impacts the story
1.5.1 The Diaspora Jews – a result of the exile
After the return of the exiles, the Jews treasure their
freedom to live in their land of origin. However, many who
had been exiled, continued to stay in the countries outside
of Judea. They built synagogues and practised Judaism
where they lived and their faith made a good impression
on the Gentiles. Many Gentiles appreciated the moral way
of life of the Jews but were unable to accept the rituals
such as circumcision. These folks formed the people group
called the God-fearers. They were the people group most
open to the Gospel when Paul and the other apostles came
to preach the Gospel.
1.5.2 Pax Romana – The Peace of Rome
There was a period of about 200 years when the Empire
enjoyed peace and prosperity, focussing on trade and
commerce instead of fighting off invaders or civil wars. Many
roads were built to facilitate trade and the deployment of
troops to quell any troublesome spots. This enabled the
Gospel to be spread rapidly without being harassed by
bandits or war getting in the way.
1.5.3 The Greek language and the Hellenistic influence
Because Greek was the most common
language spoken, the apostles could easily
communicate the Gospel and be understood
throughout the Roman Empire.

The Apostle Musical
My One Aspiration introduces the Life of the Apostle
Paul. The Musical was produced by Cam Floria and
sung by the Continental Singers.

Click here for link to go to the Apostle Musical:
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Young Saul of Tarsus
2.1 Paul’s Birth and Origins
Paul was born, probably between AD 1 to about AD 5 in
the city of Tarsus. We know this from his statement in
Acts 21:39, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no
ordinary city.” Tarsus was no ordinary city indeed. It was
the capital of the Roman province of Cilicia in the south
east of Asia Minor, today’s Turkey. The city lay between the
Taurus mountain range and the Mediterranean Sea, about
18 km to the south.
Paul’s father probably was a master tentmaker, whose
workers and craftsmen worked in leather and in cilicium,
a cloth woven from the hair of large long-haired black
goats that were known to graze the slopes of the Taurus
mountains. The black tents of Tarsus were used by caravans,
nomads and armies all over Asia Minor and Syria. This has
led to some commentators mentioning that Paul’s family
may have been defence contractors which also helps
explain why he was born a Roman citizen.
Being a Roman citizen, Paul would have had a full Latin
name which comes in three parts. We only know the last
component which was Paul or Paullus more likely. The
family being Jewish gave him a Hebrew name which was
Saul.
We know Paul’s father was a pharisee from
his statement in Acts 23:6 “My brothers, I
am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees.”
Paul’s father would have wanted Paul to be
given a thorough education in their Jewish
traditions.
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Map of Asia Minor in New Testament times and Google Earth satellite picture
of modern day Cyprus and city of Mersin-Tarsus in Turkey.
To see Tarsus in Google Earth click here:

The City of Tarsus
Tarsus the principal city of Cilicia on the south east edge
of Asia Minor stood at a very strategic location. Much
of the southern coast of Asia Minor was blocked from
the interior by the Taurus Mountain Range. One of the
few passes through this mountain range was the Cilician
Gate, an interconnected span of narrow
passages. Tarsus, located just
south of the Cilician Gate and with
easy access via the Cydnus River
to its artificial harbour was thus an
important centre for trade and travel
between the lands north of the Taurus
Mountains to ancient Syria, Palestine,
and via the Mediterranean Sea to many
other ports.
It was settled originally by the Hittites in
the 2 Millennium BC but destroyed by the Sea Peoples
c. 1200 BC. The region of Cilicia came under the control
of the Assyrians in the 9th century BC, the Babylonians in
the 6th century BC but was conquered by Alexander the
Great in 333 BC. In 67 BC, Cilicia came under the control
of Rome and Tarsus was made the capital.
nd
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Under the Romans, Tarsus prospered and was a city of
culture and learning. Paul was being modest when he
said, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no
ordinary city.” (Acts 21:39)
Strabo (63 BC – 23 AD), a Greek geographer, philosopher,
and historian who lived in Asia Minor during the
transitional period of the Roman Republic into the Roman
Empire described Tarsus as having “surpassed Athens,
Alexandria, or any other place that can be named where
there have been schools and lectures of philosophers.”
(Geography 14.5.13)
Tarsus was visited by Alexander the Great who was
reputed to have almost died from illness after he swam
in the cold Cydnus River.

Ruins of ancient Tarsus in Turkey today.

Cicero lived in the city from 51 to 50 BC, when he served
as proconsul (governor) of Cilicia. Julius Caesar visited the
city which temporarily changed its name to Iuliopolis in
his honour. A few years later, in 41 BC, Cleopatra dressed
like Aphrodite, sailed up the Cydnus River on a special
barge to meet Mark Antony, for the first time.
Tarsus was also the home of many famous philosophers
and teachers, such as Athenodorus, who became the
tutor and confidant of Emperor Augustus Caesar.
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Today, Tarsus is mainly remembered as the birth place of
St Paul or the Apostle Paul.
Source: A guide to Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey
p.322-328
Click here for link to go to general information:

Click here for link to go to archaeological information:

The Apostle Musical
I am a Pharisee introduces Paul’s
early life.
Click here for link to go to
the Apostle Musical:

Well of Tarsus
Photos by: Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong
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Disembarkation of Cleopatra at Tarsus. By Claude Lorrain c.1642.
Source: Public Domain from Louvre Museum
Click here for link to go to History of Tarsus:

2.2 Paul’s wealthy family
Nothing is mentioned of Paul’s mother but
we know that he had at least one sister and a
nephew by that sister.
His father must have been a citizen and wealthy.
About 15 years before Paul’s birth there was a
reform in Cilicia where the rank of citizen had
been removed from all householders without
considerable fortune or property. On top of
that the family held the coveted title of Citizens
of Rome which was only granted for special
services or a substantial fee. Hence the theory
of Paul’s family being defence contractors.
Roman citizenship gave the family local nobility distinction
and hereditary privileges which each member could claim
wherever they went in the empire.
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Church of St Paul in
Tarsus, Turkey

Tarsus Waterfall. Photos by: Nedim Ardoga
Source: Public Domain CC-by-SA-3.0

Historical Tents of Cilician Goat Hair

The goat hair tent is unique in that it is perfectly suited for the desert
regions of the Near East.
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2.2A Benefits of Cilician Goat Hair Tents
Heat: A tent provided shade from the sun. During the
strong heat of the day, the father would often sit at his door
watching his family, livestock and the road for travelers
(Genesis 18:1,2). The walls of the tent could be lifted to
allow the breeze to pass through the tent.
Cold: The black tent absorbs heat keeping the tent warm.
A fire is also built just inside the door for warmth.
Rain: Like any other cloth, there is space between the
hair fabric. Light coming through the black roof appear as
stars in the night sky. “He stretches out the heavens like a
canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in” (Isaiah
40:22). When the hair fibers get wet from the rains, the
fibers expand, forming a watertight roof.
Wind: Strong ropes, secured by pegs driven into the
ground, supported the poles which held up the tent.
Click here for link to go to the Goat Hair Tent of the Nomads:

The goat hair tent is unique in that it is perfectly suited for
the desert regions of the Near East.
J. Pollock hypothesises that Paul’s grandfather may have
aided Pompey or Cicero when Rome first ruled Cilicia or
perhaps his father may have paid money for the Roman
citizenship which conferred many privileges on their family.
In Acts 24:25-26 Luke records that the Prefect Felix was
hoping that Paul would give him a bribe. This might suggest
that he knew Paul came from a wealthy family.
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2.3 Paul’s Early Education
Tarsus had a synagogue where there was a school attached.
The school taught the Hebrew Scriptures. By the age of
thirteen, Paul would have mastered Jewish history, the
psalms, and the literature of the prophets. At some point
in his childhood or early adulthood, Paul also learnt some
of the Greek classics. There is evidence of this because Paul
wrote fluently in the language and often quoted Greek
philosophers as he did in the Mars Hill sermon.
Tarsus was famous for its University ranking only after
Athens and Alexandria as the third most important learning
centre in the Roman Empire. It had renown past students
such as Athenodorus, who became the tutor and confidant
of the Emperor Augustus and another eminent alumnus,
Nestor, both of whom returned in old age to become
distinguished citizens of Tarsus during Paul’s boyhood.
Anyone could be proud to be a citizen of Tarsus and Paul
used it to his advantage when he felt it could give him an
opportunity to preach the gospel. In Acts 21 Paul used his
Tarsus origin to try and speak to a crowd:
Paul answered, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia,
a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the
people.”

Acts 21:39

For more historical information on Tarsus refer to:
Click here for link to go to Tarsus:
Excerpt from the above wikiwand.com Tarsus
article:
“In the Roman period, the city was also an
important intellectual centre, boasting its
own academy. One of its leading disciples, the
philosopher Athenodorus Cananites, was the
tutor of the first Roman emperor, Augustus, a fact
which secured continuous imperial patronage for
the city”
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2.4 Paul the Pharisee
Paul’s father being a strict Pharisee would not have wanted
Paul to get entangled with pagan moral philosophy. He
probably sent the teenager Paul to Jerusalem and for
the next 5-6 years, Paul studied at the feet of Gamaliel,
grandson of Hillel, the foremost rabbinical teacher who
had died a few years earlier at the age of over a hundred.
Paul would have learnt the question-and-answer style of
debate that was known to the ancient world as the diatribe,
and to exposit the Scriptures as part teacher part lawyer,
ready to prosecute or defend those accused of breaking
the sacred Law.
As a Pharisee, he would also have had to learn a trade for
in theory a rabbi did not take fees but rather supported
himself. Tent making or leather works would have been the
logical choice since that was his family trademark.

Paul probably learnt the family
trade i.e. Tent-making or Leather
craft

In Jerusalem, Paul studied under
the highly respected Rabbi
Gamaliel

Source: Life of Apostle Paul © Pristine World
Click here for link to go to Who was Saul of Tarsus?:

Paul said in his letter to the Galatians “I advanced in Judaism
beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was
far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.” We
know that Paul had a very sharp mind and probably ran
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ahead of his contemporaries which could
have led to a seat on the Sanhedrin.
He wanted to be the best and most
righteous among them. When Paul heard
about the Nazarene sect which threatened
to take away Jewish believers and Gentile
Proselytes and the bigger number of Godfearers from their numbers he decided he
had to lead the charge in putting down this
group. Nip it in the bud before they became
too big.
This sets the scene for our introduction to Paul or Saul as
he was then known in Acts chapter 9.
2.4A What do we know about Gamaliel? Was he a
secret Christian?
Saul testified before a mob in
Jerusalem that he was brought up in
the city and was thoroughly trained
in the law of their ancestors. He
was personally taught by Gamaliel.
(Acts 22:3 NIV)

Saul was sent to Jerusalem probably
at the young age of 13 and trained
Rabbi Gamaliel
under Gamaliel, who was the
Source: Sarajevo
Haggadah via Wikimedia foremost rabbi at that time. At
Commons
first glance we would think that
Gamaliel must have had a great influence on Paul’s early
learning. What do we know about Gamaliel? What we
know about Gamaliel comes from three different sources:
a. The Bible
b. Jewish Traditions such as The Talmud and Mishnah
(Jewish religious writings outside of the Hebrew Canon
which is the Old Testament)
c. Christian Traditions
Gamaliel is mentioned in Acts chapter 5, when the
Sanhedrin was about to impose a harsh punishment on the
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apostles, possibly even the death penalty like in Stephen’s
case, it was Gamaliel who stepped in to bring reason to the
council. The Bible also described him as “a Pharisee named
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the
people” (Acts 5:34 NIV)
From the Talmud and Jewish history, we know that
Gamaliel was a grandson of the famous Rabbi Hillel. Like
his grandfather, Gamaliel was known for taking an open
and even lenient view of the Old Testament law in contrast
to his contemporary, Rabbi Shammai, who held to a more
strict understanding of Jewish traditions.
Click here for link to go to Who was Gamaliel in the Bible?:

We can see that Gamaliel was a highly honoured teacher
of the law and he also took a more tolerant view of the
Old Testament. So, what mark did he leave on Saul, his
most famous student? It would seem that Saul caught the
knowledge of the law and the love of the Jewish traditions
from his teacher. But in interpreting the Old Testament, Saul
took a much harsher approach. Saul took an extreme view
of keeping the law and the traditions. The Talmud (Shabbat
30b) does describe Gamaliel as teaching a student who
displayed ‘”impudence in learning”, which a few scholars
have identified as a possible reference to Saul. Saul’s
initial approach to Christians, a murderous rage against
Christians, was in sharp contrast to Gamaliel’s open and
tolerant view.
It is interesting to note that some sections of Christian
Tradition suggest that Gamaliel became a Christian and
was baptised along with Nicodemus by apostles Peter and
John. These traditions say that he continued in his role in
the Sanhedrin to secretly assist fellow Christians.
Josephus the Jewish historian mentions Gamliel but only
in a Jewish context and there is no further mention of
Gamaliel in the Bible. Therefore, Gamaliel’s conversion to
Christianity cannot be confirmed. However, the Eastern
Orthodox Church venerates Gamaliel as a saint and he is
commemorated on August 3rd, the date when tradition
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holds that his relics were found. If however it was true that
Gamaliel had secretly converted, then perhaps in some
way, Gamaliel, did have a lasting influence on Saul the
Pharisee who later became Paul the Apostle.
For a quick summary of Gamaliel: Click here for link to go to Bible
Character: Gamaliel:

Historical Perspectives
J. Pollock argues that Paul probably would have
returned to Tarsus after his ‘university’ studies
under Gamaliel at the age of about 20. He would
have gone back to Tarsus, gotten married and
learnt the family business. At the age of about 30
he probably returned to Jerusalem where he could
use his deep knowledge of the Law and be noticed
for it. Problems from the Jesus movement might
have also been talked about in Tarsus which would
have triggered Paul’s zealousness to return to
Jerusalem (Pollock p.22).

Was Paul in Jerusalem during Jesus’ earthly ministry?
Since Paul does not mention meeting Jesus during His earthly
ministry, it is unlikely that Paul was in Jerusalem during the
period of the Gospel. Hence the theory that Paul was away
from Judea or that he might have been back in Tarsus during
that period of time around 29 AD to 31 AD. He might have
travelled back to Jerusalem just after the first Pentecost after
the resurrection.

2.5 The Four Major Groups within Judaism at that time
2.5.1 Sadducees
The Sadducees were a minority group within Judaism but
they formed the majority of the ruling class. The Sadducees
were the party of ruling priests, aristocratic families and
merchants. They enjoyed the privileges of birth, social and
economic position while their rivals the Pharisees claimed
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the authority of piety and learning. Sadducees were
generally more wealthy, more Hellenised and maintained
power by currying favour with the rulers of their time.
They worked with their Roman overlords who protected
their power base and ensured that the High Priest would
come from their sect. Ananias and Caiaphas, the notorious
high priests during the time of the Gospels and Acts
were Sadducees. Doctrinally, they did not believe in the
resurrection and this was always an area of contention with
the other sects of Judaism. It is an important difference to
note because Paul used this conflict in his defence during
his trials as recorded in Acts.
Further breakdown of the Jews
There were four notable groups of people among the
Jews in Judea during the time of Jesus:
1. The Pharisees
2. The Sadducees
3. The Zealots
4. The Essenes
Here is a simplified and humorous explanation of the 4
Jewish people groups on Youtube:
Click here for link to go to The Four Jewish Groups:

An interesting Youtube looks at the Differences between Sadducees and
Pharisses:
Click here for link to go to the Differences between Sadducees and
Pharisses:

Sadducees and Pharisees
Tempt Jesus. Painting by:
James Tissot c.1896.
Source: Wikimedia
Commons
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For further references Google ‘Pharisee’ and there are
many sources of information:
Click here for link to go to Sadducee:

Click here for link to go to Who Were the Sadducees in the Bible?
What Were Their Beliefs?:

The Pharisees Question Jesus
Source: Wikimedia Commons

2.5.2 Pharisees
The Pharisees, which meant ‘set apart’, were set separated
for a life of purity. They were particularly concerned about
following the Law strictly and traditions of their nation,
keeping away from anything unclean or impure.
They were more vocal and influential among the common
people.
One of the reasons for their popularity was that they
originated from ordinary people as opposed to the
Sadducees who claim to have descended from priests.
Pharisees believed in the resurrection. The people looked
up to them for spiritual guidance. But in their zealousness
to keep the Law, they had laid down many more traditions
and rules beyond what was found in the Law of Moses.
They were united with the Sadducees in their conflict with
Jesus mainly because of Jesus’ claim to Messiahship. This
conflict continued when the apostles preached that Jesus
is the only way back to God.
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“Woe Unto You Scribes and Pharisees”

Meal in the House of a Pharisee. All paintings by: James
Tissot c.1896. Source: Wikimedia Commons

For more historical background information:
Click here for link to go to Who Were the Pharisees in the Bible:
Click here for link to go to ‘Origin of the Pharisees’:

2.5.3 Essenes
The Essenes were a group who very much wanted to
separate themselves from the ‘corruption’ that they saw
was happening in the cities. They formed communes
outside of cities where they lived ritually clean lives. One
of the major contributions to the Bible is that they copied
the Old Testament and other religious documents and kept
them safe in caves in the Qumran area where they were
discovered two thousand years later in good condition
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and helps us understand life in the first century BC to first
century AD. Their copies of the Old Testament, part of
the Dead Sea Scrolls, have also helped us to validate the
accuracy of our present day Old Testament. Some traditions
have it that John the Baptist lived with the Essenes before
he became the baptiser in the Jordan River.

Ruins of Essenes Buildings in Qumran
Source: Wikimedia Commons

For more info on the Essenes:
Click here for link to go to Who Were the Essenes? Facts and Meaning from
the Bible:

2.5.4 The Zealots
The Zealots were a group who saw violent rebellion as the
way to free the Jewish nation from foreign oppression.
They were inspired by the success of the Maccabees
insurrection in 168 BC which created the Hasmonean
dynasty. The Jewish nation had relative independence for
about 80 years until 63 BC when the Romans under General
Pompey took direct control of Judea. The zealots lived this
dream of the Maccabees independence.
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“Give us Barabbas” Mark 15:7 refers to Barabbas who
had committed murder.
Illustrations from volume 9 of The Bible and its Story
Taught by One Thousand Picture Lessons, edited by
Charles F. Horne and Julius A. Bewer, published in 1910.
Source: Public Domain.

They initiated the rebellion of 66 AD which led to the
destruction of the Temple in AD 70. Their presence is
hinted at in the book of Acts when Gamaliel talked about
Jewish rebels whose insurrection came to nothing after the
leaders were killed. The atmosphere in Jerusalem would
have been very tense for any ‘cults’ who tried to take away
Jewish believers from their faith and traditions.
Most notable among the Zealots was a sub-group of ultraradicals called the Sicari, or the dagger men, who would
secretly murder anyone they thought was a traitor or
threat to their way of life.
For more information on the Zealots:
Click here for link to go to Zealot:

The destruction of the
Temple in AD 70 as
depicted on the Titus
Arch in Rome. Source:
Public Domain
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The Sicari
Source: Life of Apostle Paul © Pristine World

2.6 In Summary, what do we learn from Paul’s early life?
2.6.1 Citizenship and family background
Paul came from a highly respected Jewish family in Tarsus
with a Roman citizenship. He used the privileges accorded
of a Roman citizenship judiciously when he could, to further
the spread of the Gospel. But for all the benefits he had
enjoyed in his youth, he counted it all as loss compared to
the supreme advantage of knowing Jesus Christ as his Lord
and Saviour.
2.6.2 Paul’s education background
Paul came from a family that was steeped in Jewish
traditions and had hoped he would become a respected
Pharisee. Tarsus was home to a famous University and
a former teacher of the Emperor Augustus Caesar. Paul
was sent to Jerusalem for his further education and had
studied at the feet of Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of
his time. With such a pedigree and education background
it is not surprising that Paul became a
proud Pharisee.
2.6.3 Jewish Sects
Paul understood and used his knowledge
of the conflicting beliefs of the Jewish
sects, especially the Sadducees and the
Pharisees, to advance the Gospel. We
shall see how this is played out later in
the story.
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2.7 Discussion Points
a.

From his family background, what do you think 		
contributed to Paul’s ambitions and pride?

b.

In what way do you think Paul was influenced by:
(i) his birthplace Tarsus
(ii) his education in Jerusalem
(iii) his teacher Gamaliel

c.

Compare and contrast life in Tarsus with life in 		
Jerusalem. How were the people, the political
and religious rulers, similar or different? How were
the commercial landscape, education and occupation
demographics different?

d.

In what way do you think God was preparing Paul
for his future ministry based on his family, education
and religious background?
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Chapter 3

Diary of a Persecutor and
the Turning Point
Acts 8 and 9, Galatians 1
3.1 Saul the Persecutor c.AD 32
Saul, as Paul was known then was a Hellenistic Jew. He must
have heard that Stephen was attending the Synagogue of
the Freedmen. The people attending this synagogue would
have been Jews born and living in the diaspora. They were
more conversant in Greek than in Aramaic and so the
Sabbath services would have been held in the Greek Koine
language. This was the common Hellenistic or Biblical
Greek language.

Martyrdom of Stephen. Painting by: Rembrandt c.1625
Source: Wikimedia Commons

Luke specifically mentions that Jews of Cyrene and
Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia Minor
began to argue with Stephen (Acts 6:9). Saul was from
Cilicia and could have been one of those who debated with
Stephen. Paul must have found it very frustrating that an
untrained Hellenistic Jew like Stephen could debate and
refute the best mind in Jerusalem, trained by a rabbi of no
less stature then Gamaliel.
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Not being able to refute Stephen who was speaking with
wisdom from the Holy Spirit, they bribed some of the
members to make a false charge of blasphemy against
Stephen. This led to a long debate in the Sanhedrin. Sadly,
the Sanhedrin treated the case like a kangaroo court and
Stephen was sentenced to death by stoning. Saul must have
observed the whole proceeding. Although he was filled
with a single-minded purpose to shut down the Nazarenes
and put them all into prison or execute them if he could,
the arguments of Stephen and his composure just before
death must have struck deep within Paul.

Paul leading Temple guards going from house to house
to arrest followers of The Way.
Source: Life of Apostle Paul © Pristine World

His approach was in sharp contrast to his teacher. Remember
Gamaliel in an earlier episode when the apostles Peter
and John were brought before the Sanhedrin, advised the
judges: Acts 5 38“And so in this case, I tell you, do not take
any action against these men. Leave them
alone! If what they have planned and done
is of human origin, it will disappear, 39but
if it comes from God, you cannot possibly
defeat them. You could find yourselves
fighting against God!”(GNT)
The Council followed Gamaliel’s advice.
Paul did not follow Gamaliel’s advice.
And following Stephen’s martyrdom, Paul
methodically went about searching for the
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Nazarenes and incarcerating them. This put an end to the
gathering of the apostles with their new believers, teaching
them in the Temple courts. Most of the believers, except
for the apostles, fled to the country-side and those from
the diaspora returned to their countries. But wherever
they went, they continued to share the Good News.

Paul would have had the support of the
Sanhedrin Council in Jerusalem for his campaign
of terror against the Nazarenes.
Source: Life of Apostle Paul © Pristine World

How did the Gospel reach Samaria? It was the believers
who were scattered by the persecution brought on by
Paul, who carried the Gospel to Samaria. Philip then went
to visit Samaria and when he was convinced that they had
truly believed, brought Peter and John from the Jerusalem
Church to confirm and accept the Samarian believers into
their community of believers or to become their extended
brethren.
3.2 Search and Arrest c.AD32
Paul must have realised that the believers of the ‘Way,’
or the Nazarenes, had spread beyond Judea. One of the
biggest groups were in Damascus. He decided he had to
prosecute his campaign of terror against the Nazarenes
beyond Judea. He was very aware of the fact that there were
more Jews living outside Judea and this number got bigger
when you counted the Proselytes and the God-fearers. To
put a stop to it, he had to go beyond Judea. During Paul’s
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trial under Festus (Acts 26:11), he hinted that he had gone
outside Judea to search for Nazarenes even before he
went to Syria. Syria was a bigger province than Israel. The
Judean Prefect, Pilate, and all the Herodian Tetrarchs were
under the jurisdiction of the Roman Governor in Syria.
Consequently, if Paul could nip the Nazarene problem in
Syria, he would have a better chance of closing them down
in Israel and elsewhere. So he obtained letters from the
High Priest to give him authority to continue his search and
arrest mission in Damascus.
Acts 9 1In the meantime Saul kept up his violent threats of
murder against the followers of the Lord. He went to the High
Priest 2 and asked for letters of introduction to the synagogues
in Damascus, so that if he should find there any followers of
the Way of the Lord, he would be able to arrest them, both
men and women, and bring them back to Jerusalem. (GNT)

3.3 The Road to Damascus (Acts 9)

The distance from Jerusalem to Damascus is around 240 km. If Paul were
travelling on foot, the trip would have taken about two weeks, give or take a
few days. For more information on which path Paul might have taken, refer to
Exploring Bible Lands or
Click here for link to go to On The Road To Damascus:
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Sometime probably on the last day of the journey, after
Paul had passed Galilee and Mt Hermon and was going
down the Golan Heights, around midday, there was a
sudden flash of light from heaven that shone around him.
Then a voice spoke to him in Aramaic, “Saul, Saul, why do
you persecute me?”
Paul’s immediate response was “Who are you, Lord?” Paul
was using a mode of address that could have simply been
‘Your Honour’.
The answer came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”
In a matter of a few seconds, Paul realised that this was the
Jesus whom the apostles and the Nazarenes claimed had
risen. This was not logical to an objective mind. But in that
moment, Paul accepted that he had been wrong all along.
Then Jesus, gave him instructions to go to the city. Paul
realised he was blind and had to be led into
the city. He had come to the city with letters
from the chief priests authorizing him to
search and arrest Nazarenes. From a position
of power, he was now powerless. He could
not even see but had to be led as a blind man
into the city. It was the first step in breaking
proud Paul down.

Acts 9 3As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him.
4
He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?”
5
“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.
6
“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.”
7
The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they
heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the
ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So
they led him by the hand into Damascus. (GNT)
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Conversion of Paul on the Road to Damascus. Painting
by: Hans Speckaert c.1570. Source: Louvre Museum via
Wikimedia Commons

Conversion of Saul. By: Michelangelo c.1542
Source: Vatican via Wikimedia Commons

The Apostle Musical
The Gift of Life
Click here for link to go
to Paul’s Conversion
experience in the
Musical the Apostle:
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3.4 Paul and Ananias
In Damascus, blind and refusing to eat or drink for three
days would have left Paul in a terribly weakened state. The
Jewish chief priests in Damascus must have come looking
for him for surely the companions who came along with
Paul would have informed them where to find him. But
when they saw him in his pathetic state, they must have
left him alone. He was blind, weakened, possibly delirious
and mumbling about having seen Jesus who even spoke to
him after zapping him with bright and flashing lights. This
was not someone they wanted on their team, at least not
until he had recovered from his delusional state, if he ever
recovered.

House of St Ananias in Damascus, an underground chapel in Damascus
Photo by: Jan Smith

And so Paul had time to think. His whole life must have
played out before him. He had pursued the Nazarenes, the
people of the Way with such ferocity, so convinced that
they were nothing but a cult led by a religious teacher who
had been crucified. How could he have been so wrong?
How could a commoner like Jesus, son of a provincial
carpenter fulfil all the prophecies of being the Messiah?
Moses was a prince of Egypt, Isaiah was from a noble
family. Daniel was a descendant of King David. Who was
this Jesus of Nazareth? Can anything good come from
Nazareth? There were no prophecies about anyone great
being born in Nazareth. And why was he was crucified?
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Inside the House of St Ananias. Photo by: Titoni Thomas
Source: Wikimedia Commons

Where in the holy Scriptures did it talk about the Messiah
suffering ridicule and torture?
Or did the scriptures talk about a suffering Messiah? Had
he missed this?
While Paul was pondering over his life, God was preparing
another disciple for an important task. The Lord spoke to an
otherwise unknown believer in Damascus called Ananias.
God called to him in a vision, “Ananias”.
“Here I am, Lord” he answered. Then the Lord told him
specifically to go to the house of one Judas on the street
called Straight and baptise Paul.
“Go because I have chosen him to serve me, and he will
make my name known to Gentiles and kings and to the
people of Israel. I myself will show him all that he must
suffer for my sake.”
Ananias went to look for Saul. When he found Saul, he
must have been surprised. The great inquisitor he had
feared was lying on a bed, blind and trembling with
weakness, not having eaten or drunk anything for three
days. Boldly he placed his hand on Saul and said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord has sent me. Jesus himself, who appeared to
you sent me so that you might see again and be filled with
the Holy Spirit.” Paul regained his sight and stood up. Then
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Ananias baptised him and after he had eaten, he regained
his strength.
Paul must have asked him a million questions and Ananias
patiently attempted to answer all his questions. But some
of Paul’s questions must have been beyond what Ananias
could answer because Paul was a highly learned Pharisee
and only now just realised that what he had learned
throughout his life would have to be re-learned. But
Paul was not one to stay silent. He immediately went to
the synagogue in Damascus and proclaimed that Jesus is
the Son of God. People were astonished. Believers found
it hard to trust him. His enemies saw him as a traitor, an
apostate or someone who had gone crazy. But Paul used
his knowledge of the Old Testament and the new revelation
that the Holy Spirit gave him to baffle and confound the
Jews.
3.5 The Quiet Years Part 1 c. AD 32-35
Bible scholars differ in their opinion about what
happened immediately after Paul’s conversion
on the road and arrival in Damascus. If we look
at Paul’s letter to the Galatians, it looks like
there are some missing years.
Most Bible scholars hold this view: Between Acts
chapter 9 verses 22 and 23 there was a gap of about 3 years.
Paul needed time alone. How could he reconcile all that he
had learnt about the Scriptures to the new absolute reality
he had been given. He could not go back to Jerusalem. He
would not be welcomed by the disciples who feared him
and what could he say to the priests who had sent him to
Damascus? He was not ready to face them. Just as Jesus
spent forty days in the wilderness to fast and pray; and
Moses spent forty years in Midian shepherding his fatherin-law’s flocks, so Paul decided he needed to spend time
reviewing his life, his new world view and what his mission
would be.
The choice was quite simple. Damascus was the terminus
of one of the great spice routes from the country in
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southern Arabia where traders brought myrrh and
frankincense and returned with coins or goods
from the Roman world. Paul booked a passage with
them. And so it is here, in what is believed to be
Nabatea, part of Arabia in Paul’s time, today a part
of Jordan, that Paul spent the next three years.
The first questions to reconcile was where did
Jesus fit in the Old Testament prophecies? How did
the Old Testament show that Jesus fulfilled all that
was required of the Messiah? This was revolutionary. The
Messiah would come to save Jews and Gentiles from their
sins and bring them back to God.
Then what about Paul’s personal life? What would his
wealthy but strict traditional family have to say? What
would his Pharisee friends say? Would they still be his
friends? But what did it matter? He has now been tasked
with a most important mission, to bring the Good News of
God’s salvation first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles.
That was all that mattered.

Galatians 1 11Let me tell you, my friends, that the gospel I
preach is not of human origin. 12I did not receive it from any
human being, nor did anyone teach it to me. It was Jesus Christ
himself who revealed it to me.
You have been told how I used to live when I was devoted to
the Jewish religion, how I persecuted without mercy the church
of God and did my best to destroy it. 14I was ahead of most
other Jews of my age in my practice of the Jewish religion, and
was much more devoted to the traditions of our ancestors.

13

But God in his grace chose me even before I was born, and
called me to serve him. And when he decided 16to reveal his
Son to me, so that I might preach the Good News about him to
the Gentiles, I did not go to anyone for advice, 17nor did I go to
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before me. Instead, I
went at once to Arabia, and then I returned to Damascus.
15
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Map of Paul’s travels in Arabia

At the end of three years, it is believed that Paul went to
(Galatians 1:17) today’s Petra, the capital of the kingdom
of Nabatea, and boldly proclaimed Christ in the synagogue
of the Jewish colony. This must have caused an uproar.
King Aretas, who hated Jews anyway because of his quarrel
with Herod Antipas, would have ordered Paul’s arrest.
This would have been the signal for Paul to return to
Damascus. Bible scholars believe that around AD 35, Paul
went back to Damascus, now not just a new convert, but a
preacher of the Gospel.
The Apostle Musical
Click here for link to go to A
Quiet Time from the musical The
Apostle:
Click here for link to go to That
which I Would Not, That Do I Do
from the musical The Apostle:
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Petra in Jordan.

The Nabatean Kingdom. Photos by: Author
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King Aretas conflict with King Herod Antipas Historical
Perspective
Herod Antipas, son of King Herod I, had divorced the
daughter of King Aretas to marry Herodias, the wife of his
brother. This caused King Aretas to be very angry with him,
and also earned him the condemnation of John the Baptist.
When Aretas had the chance, he defeated Herod Antipas
in battle and would have exacted a heavy penalty had it
not been for the presence of the Roman army. Aretas held
a grudge against Herod and probably all Jews as well and
so would have gladly arrested Paul when he was accused
as a trouble maker in his kingdom. Bible Scholars believe
he even sent his agents to Damascus to capture Paul if the
opportunity arose.

3.6 Back in Damascus c. AD 35
In Acts 9:23, Luke records the return of Paul to Damascus.
Paul now in his mid-thirties has come back to Damascus,
probably being pursued by the agents of King Aretas. The
people of Damascus would not have forgotten the dramatic
events which took place 3 years ago. The man who was
to come and arrest the followers of Jesus walking into
Damascus blind, pathetic and led by the hand. Three days
later he is heard proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah. Then he
disappears for three years and now he is back again.
King Aretas had a treaty with the Romans that he would
not arrest anyone inside Damascus unless there was a
formal capital charge.
Ananias and the other disciples must have continued their
quiet gentle ways of peaceful coexistence with the other
Jews in Damascus. All was quiet until Paul returned. He
was welcomed back and immediately started preaching in
the synagogues the very next Sabbath.
Now, like Stephen before, he began to confound the Jews
by showing that Jesus was the Messiah from the Old
Testament prophecies. This must have caused an uproar
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Acts 10 23After many days had gone by, there was a
conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 24but Saul learned
of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the
city gates in order to kill him. 25But his followers took him
by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening
in the wall.(GNT)

Modern Damascus. Photo by: Vyacheslav Argenberg
Source: Wikimedia Commons via CCA V.4

among the Jews who would have wanted to silence him.
Not wanted in Damascus, and in danger of being arrested
outside the gates of Damascus by the agents of King Aretas,
his disciples found a way to quietly lower Paul in a basket
out of the city through a gap in the wall at night. This was
another humiliation for Paul, the foremost pharisee of
his age in Jerusalem just three years ago.
Chased by King Aretas, and now by the
Jews of Damascus, he had to flee in a most
undignified way out of Damascus.
King Aretas’ intention to arrest Paul is
mentioned in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.
2 Corinthians 11:32
In Damascus the governor under
King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes
guarded in order to arrest me. 33 But I was
63

DIARY OF A PERSECUTOR AND THE TURNING POINT

lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and slipped
through his hands.(NIV)
Having spent 3 years in Arabia to review his life’s mission,
Paul was not going to stay quiet. He would take the
opportunity to travel to Jerusalem and seek the apostles.
He wanted to talk to Peter and any of the other apostles
if they were willing to meet him. He wanted to hear their
first-hand eyewitness accounts of what Jesus did during
his earthly ministry. Where did Jesus go, what did he say
and teach. Most importantly, what happened at the cross
during the crucifixion and the resurrection that followed
three days later.
Yes, he wanted to hear from them personally. But would
they agree to meet him?
3.7 Off to Jerusalem to Meet with the Apostles
When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, it was as he had feared;
the apostles refused to meet with him. Could he blame
them? He was the principal prosecutor who presided over
the unlawful execution of Stephen. He had gone from city
to city even outside of Judea to hunt down followers of
Jesus. Then something mysterious happened. He travels
to Damascus with letters from the chief priests to arrest
Christians but shortly after his arrival in Damascus, he
disappears.

The view of Ancient Jerusalem. Model in the Israel Museum
Photo by: Michael Tyler. Source: Wikimedia Commons via CCA-SA 2.0
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Rumours from Damascus Christians say that Paul had seen
a vision and had now become a follower of Jesus. Some
others rumoured that he might have done this in order to
penetrate the sect and gain their trust. Then at the right
time, he would expose the leaders and apostles to the
Jewish authorities and have them all arrested in one big
round-up. That would certainly shut down the Nazarene
movement once and for all.

Herod’s Temple, as imagined
in the Holyland Model of
Jerusalem. It is currently
situated adjacent to the
Shrine of the Book exhibit
at the Israel Museum,
Jerusalem. Source: Public
Domain via Wikimedia
Commons

So none of the disciples agreed to meet with Paul.
Paul did not go and preach in the synagogues or the Temple
in Jerusalem like he did in Petra or in Damascus. He knew

Reconstruction model in Museum of David Castle
Source: Wikimedia via CC-BY-SA-2.5
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that the chief priests would be looking for him and he was
not ready to expose himself. So, he must have stayed in the
shadows.
3.8 Barnabas brings Paul to meet the Apostles
But there was one disciple named Barnabas the Son of
Encouragement, who must have heard that Paul was
somewhere in Jerusalem. He went out in search of Paul
and when he found him asked him, “Why are you here?”
“I want to meet with the 12” said Paul.
“Why do you want to meet with them?” asked Barnabas.
“Why not? I have met Jesus who appeared to me and told
me my mission is to bring the Gospel to kings and rulers of
the Jews and the Gentiles”, answered Paul.
“You were the chief prosecutor who murdered one of
our deacons, Stephen, three years ago. You do remember
that?” Barnabas tested him.
“Yes, I was. I thought I was doing it to protect our religion”
said Paul, “But I was wrong. I have renounced my previous
position. You must have heard.
“I have preached Jesus as the Son of God in Damascus and
because of that I have been hunted down. I have lost my
friends and my own family do not want to see me.”

When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to
join the disciples, but they were all afraid
of him, not believing that he really was a
disciple. (GNT)

26

Joseph Barnabas painting by: Juan Martin
Cabelazero c.1640
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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“Barnabas, I would like to meet with the apostles. Tell them
how sorry I am. Tell them that I have been given the same
mission as they have, to bring the Gospel to the ends of
the earth. And I would like to hear from them, what Jesus
did and said when he was on earth. I want to hear their
eyewitness account”, Paul pleaded with Barnabas.
Barnabas looked at Paul intently. This was once a proud
man who bowed to no one. An ambitious young pharisee
who was rising to take a position in the Sanhedrin. The
passion and zeal still burned in his eyes, except now it was
to spread the Gospel. Everyone deserved a second chance.
“I will talk with Peter and James the brother of our Lord.
See what they say.” Barnabas could not promise anything.
“I will wait for your answer”, Paul said humbly as Barnabas
quietly left.
3.9 Barnabas convinces Peter to meet with Paul
But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen
the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how
in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of
Jesus.(GNT)
Acts 10 27

Apostle Peter (left) talking to Paul
Source: Epic of the Apostles Vol.1 © Pristine World
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Although 3 years have gone by, no one can forget the
pharisee who was the leader of the pack who stoned
Stephen for heresy. The persecution that was started then,
had not stopped since. Followers of the Christ were still
being hunted in Jerusalem. Why should they trust Paul?
Although Luke does not give a detailed account here, it
must have taken some pretty hard convincing for Barnabas
to persuade Peter to meet him.
A conversation between Peter and Barnabas could
have gone as follows:
Peter: “Why do you trust him Barnabas? He could
betray all of us suddenly.”
Barnabas: “I have asked my friends in Damascus. He
was hunted for preaching the Gospel in Arabia and
causing a great stir among the Jews. In Damascus he
preached Jesus, the Son of God, in the synagogues. They
were all very angry with him. His disciples smuggled
him out of Damascus in a basket at night. He wants to
take the Gospel to the Gentile countries.”
Peter: “So why does he want to see me?”
Barnabas: “He wants to hear from you Peter, what
Jesus did, what he taught, the miracles he performed,
while he was here with us. He wants to hear from
someone who was close to our Lord.”
Peter: “Do you believe him Barnabas? Do you believe
he has really been touched by our Master?”
Barnabas: “Yes, I do. He has a yearning to bring the
Gospel to his home country and beyond. Peter, this
man has studied the Holy Scriptures all his life. He can
explain it like no one else, why Jesus is the Messiah
promised from the Scriptures. He is well versed in
Greek literature. He speaks excellent Greek, Hebrew
and Aramaic. Think of what he can do for the Church.”
Peter: “Alright. I will meet him alone in a quiet place
away from the rest so that I can find out his true
motives without revealing too much about ourselves
for now.”
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3.10 Barnabas brings Paul to meet Peter and James
We know from Paul’s letter to the Galatians, that eventually,
Paul did meet up with Simon Peter and James the brother of
Jesus. He stayed with Peter for two weeks. What transpired
in the two weeks that he had fellowship with Peter?
It was three years later that I went to Jerusalem to
obtain information from Peter, and I stayed with him for two
weeks. 19I did not see any other apostle except James, the Lord’s
brother.(GNT)
Galatians 1 18

Barnabas brings Paul to meet Peter and James
Source: Epic of the Apostles © Pristine World

We can only imagine where Peter brought Paul in the 2
weeks they had together. Surely they must have gone to
Galilee where, for Simon Peter, it all began. “Follow me,
and I will make you a fisher of men” Jesus had said to him.
And then in the hills and valleys by the shores of Galilee,
where Jesus had preached the Beatitudes. In Jerusalem,
Peter must have brought Paul to the Garden of Gethsemane
where Jesus had asked him, James and John to pray before
Judas Iscariot arrived with the Temple guards and Roman
soldiers to arrest Jesus. Surely they must have also visited
the hill of Golgotha where the crucifixion took place. Then
to the tomb where Jesus was buried and then rose again.
And last but not least to the Mt of Olives where Jesus
ascended to heaven.
69

DIARY OF A PERSECUTOR AND THE TURNING POINT

What a time of fellowship and how we wish we had the
conversations recorded. Perhaps a conclusion of their
conversation might have gone like this.
Paul’s final conversation with Peter could have been
as follows:
Peter: He said to us on his last day, “Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”
Paul: “Why are you still here Peter” (Paul actually
always referred to Peter by his Aramaic name, Cephas)
Peter:“What do you mean?”
Paul: “You know what I mean. Why are you still here
in Jerusalem? Didn’t the Master say, take the Gospel to
all the nations?”
Peter:“But we have, we have seen the Gospel received
in Samaria and in some of our Judean country-side.
It takes time. I heard that some of the believers who
travelled to Jerusalem on that special Pentecost First
Fruits festival have gone back and told others about
the Good News. We are waiting for the right time to
go and visit them.”
Paul: “When is the right time? There is no time to
waste. If there are believers outside Judea, then you
need to go and disciple them. What are you waiting
for Peter?”
From Paul’s letter to the Galatians, it sounded like Paul did
meet with James the brother of Jesus but it was a shorter
meeting. At that point in time, Peter and James were the
‘pillars’ of the Jerusalem church. We also learnt that James
was always very concerned that the new believers kept the
traditions and the Law besides believing in Jesus.
3.11 Paul in Jerusalem
Not long after his meeting with Peter and James, Paul was
accepted by the disciples of Jesus in Jerusalem. He could
move in and out amongst them quite freely. At that time in
Jerusalem, the lead apostles amongst the Jews were Peter
and James.
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Paul was not someone who would stay quiet. He would
preach the Good News whenever there was an opportunity.
So where did Paul go? He went to preach where he had that
fateful encounter with Stephen. In the synagogue where
the Hellenistic Jews went. He preached what Stephen
had preached. The persecutor had come back to continue
the work of his victim. And the reaction was just as bad.
They planned to kill him, but this time quietly. When the
disciples learned of their plot, they quickly bundled Paul
down to Caesarea and sent him home to Tarsus.
After Paul left, there was a time of peace in Judea.
Persecution took a rest and the church grew.
So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29He talked
and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him.
30
When the believers learned of this, they took him down to
Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
Acts 10 28

Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. Living in the
fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased
in numbers.(GNT)

31

3.12 The Quiet Years – Part 2 - Tarsus c.AD 36-43)
We do not have much detail of Paul for the next seven
years or so. There is only fragmentary evidence. But we
can piece some of it together but with an understanding
that it is only a possible outcome.
Perhaps returning to Tarsus was more difficult than
returning to Jerusalem. His father was a wealthy and
successful Jew, who had taken much care to make sure
Paul had a Jewish education and was trained by the most
respected Jewish Rabbi of their time. Now his son has come
home; his once shining career as a Rabbi, even a judge with
a seat on the Sanhedrin, torn to shreds. Paul was persona
non grata in Arabia, Damascus and even Jerusalem. And
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he keeps talking about Jesus the Son of God who is alive
and calls people to believe in him to receive forgiveness.
This is heresy of the highest order in the Jewish world. For
someone entrusted with so much, to deny his calling, was
a shame to his family and Paul became an apostate to his
nation.
Paul making tents
Source: © Pristine World

3.13 Paul’s Ministry in Cilicia
Paul must have felt rejected. His father and family probably
disowned him. Yet we know that Paul at least had a trade he
could make a living with, and that was tent making. There
is evidence that Paul continued preaching in Cilicia and the
surrounding provinces because later when Paul travelled
to these areas, there were churches established already.
Paul would have continued making tents or leather
goods with skills that he acquired as he was growing up
in his father’s house. In the training and knowledge of the
Hebrew Scriptures, he had no peer of his age. He was at
the prime of his life. He had received a calling which came
from the Lord Jesus himself, no less. Yet, no one came to
call him. He was unwanted.
What seemed like the best years of his life were slipping
away. From his mid-thirties to his early forties, he was left
alone, working to support himself and preaching beneath
the Taurus mountains in Tarsus.
Where were the apostles? Why didn’t they send for him?
What was happening to the church in Jerusalem? Would
he always be rejected by the mother church in Jerusalem?
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A Hypothesis
It would seem that at this time, Paul worked alone. Later
on, we know that Paul worked with companions. This was
part of his learning curve when he realised that it was
better to work with colleagues as a team so that they could
support each other. This also helped Paul to realise why the
churches he planted should always be a part of the overall
church so that they could be supported in prayer, teaching
and aid if needed.

3.14 Peter witnesses the Gentiles receiving the gift of the
Holy Spirit (Acts 10)
During this time when Paul was away in
Cilicia, Luke records an important event. Peter
is called by a Gentile official, who was a
God-fearer, to go to his house to preach the
Gospel. After much prompting by the Holy
Spirit, Peter goes to the house of one Cornelius,
a centurion and a God-fearer in Caesarea, and
shares the Gospel with him. Cornelius, his
household and servants all believe. Then
something miraculous happens. They all receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit and break out praising God and speaking
in tongues. None of them were Jews. None of them were
circumcised. This was witnessed by Peter and some Jews
who had followed him.

Peter’s Vision
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Peter preaching to the
family of Cornelius. Both
pictures from: The story
of the Bible from Genesis
to Revelation c.1873
Source: Public Domain
via Wikimedia Commons

3.15 Discussion Points
a)
Based on the description in the Bible, and the
historical context, give reasons why you think
the Jewish leaders and Paul (or Saul at that
time) were so determined to stop the growth
of the early church?
b)
Describe how the background of Paul might
have shaped his worldview before his conversion
c)
Why do you think Paul was converted in such a
manner?
d)
Why do you think the time-out or the ‘quiet
time’ was so important for Paul?
e)
What do you think led Barnabas to bring Paul to the
apostles? What do we learn about Barnabas from this
story?
f)
What does this chapter teach us about how we deal
with truths when we are confronted with them?
g)
What does this chapter teach us about how we can
turn a dis-advantage into an opportunity when we are
guided by God as in the case of Peter and Paul?
h)
What does this chapter teach us a bout waiting on the
Lord, as Paul was forced to, looking at what seemed
like that best years of his life go by.
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Chapter 4

The Call from the
Antioch Church
4.1 The Church in Antioch of Syria c. AD 43 (Acts 11)
A report had reached Jerusalem. The people of Antioch
were turning to the Lord. About 13 years after the first
baptism of the Holy Spirit of Pentecost, many of these
believers who travelled home and to the surrounding
countries had shared their experience in Jerusalem. They
shared the Gospel and many of the non-Jews believed.
Churches were formed and one of the
larger ones came up in Antioch. This
church was founded by Hellenists who
originally came from Cyprus and Cyrene.
They were Jewish Christians who first
came to Christ through Peter’s preaching
on the day of Pentecost. They did not
just preach to the Jews in the synagogue
but preached directly to the Greeks or
Gentiles. And why not? Antioch of Syria
was full of Greeks.
4.1A Historical Perspective of Syrian Antioch
Syrian Antioch c. AD 43
The province was taken from the Persians by Alexander
the Great and passed on to one of his generals, Seleucid,
after his death, Seleucus I Nicator, who started the Seleucid
dynasty. Seleucus I chose Antioch to be his capital. The city
was founded in 300 BC and named after King Antiochus I,
a descendant of King Seleucus I.
It had a strong Hellenistic influence with a population of
about 500,000 with people from many countries living in
the city. That made it a very large cosmopolitan city, in
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fact, the third largest city of the Roman Empire in its time,
after Rome and Alexandria only.
Why is Antioch of Syria important? Very briefly, it was
the birthplace of the Gentile Church and was the home
base which sent out many missionary teams to Roman
Asia and Europe. It became the mother church of the
Gentile congregations. It is therefore very helpful if we
can understand the cultural and historical background of
the city as it must have had a great influence on the early
Gentile church. Historians call it the ‘cradle of Christianity’.
The Bible asserts that followers of Jesus were first called
‘Christians’ in Antioch.
There was a Jewish community living in Antioch, but it
was a small minority. The population was predominantly
Greek. While Jerusalem was the largest city in Palestine,
Palestine was only a province of Syria. Syrian Antioch was
the largest city and capital of Syria and therefore also
the capital of Roman Palestine. The River Orontes flowed
through the city and downhill for about 25 km into the
Mediterranean Sea. The ruins of the city today is sited
near Antakya in modern Turkey.
To quote from J. Pollock, ‘The city was a magnificent
example of town planning and architecture, a testimony
to the supremacy of Greek civilization enhanced by the
Roman peace. Like all capital cities of the time, it was an
amalgam of splendour and poverty – broad, colonnaded
thoroughfares, the palaces of the imperial legate,
temples, the hippodrome … and mile upon square mile of
overcrowded back streets.’
Paraphrasing from Pollock, Antiochenes had a rumbustious
reputation, partly from their satirical wit and likely sense
of the ridiculous but mainly because of a sex life that even
ancient Rome rated excessive.
What is the evidence for this? About 8 kilometres south
and into the hills stood the extensive sacred Grove of
Daphne, dominated by an enormous statue of the god
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Apollo, where hundreds of prostitutes gave their bodies
to any man who cared to worship the goddess of love.
Among the trees and temples lived many vagabonds,
escaped slaves, criminals, debtors, and others who were
seeking sanctuary.

The Church in Antioch
Acts 11 19Now those who had been scattered by the
persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed travelled
as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word
only among Jews. 20Some of them, however, men from Cyprus
and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks
also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21The
Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people
believed and turned to the Lord.

A map of Syria under Roman control. Spot Antioch on the
Orontes river with Seleucia as the port. From The Historical
Atlas by William R. Shepherd, 1923
Source: Pubic Domain via Wikimedia Commons
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Daphne chased by Apollo. Painted by: Giovanni
Battista Tiepolo, c.1744. Source: Public Domain

Modern day Antioch on the Orontes, today in Turkey. Source: Google Earth

4.1B Search the web for more Information about Syrian Antioch
Syrian Antioch is modern day Antakya of Turkey. To visit it in Google Earth,
click:

To find out more about the history of Syrian Antioch go to:
Go for a quick 2 minute tour of modern Antioch or Antakya in Tukey led by a
Christian Tour Guide at:

Optionally take a 31-minute historical tour of Antioch, modern day Antakya in
YouTube’s Antioch: The Cradle of Christianity by clicking
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4.2 The Selection of Barnabas to oversee the Antioch
Church
The news of the Syrian Antioch church reached Jerusalem.
The elders, Peter and James and perhaps some others got
together. Gentiles were coming into the faith in droves.
They were all putting their faith in Jesus the Messiah. Just
as the Jerusalem church had sent Peter and John to check
out the new church in Samaria, they felt obliged to send
someone they could trust to Antioch. There was a need to
make sure that it was true that they had believed and that
they were receiving the correct teaching. Now was not a
time to allow a deviant religion to come up under the name
of Jesus. Most of the Antioch believers were from a pagan
background. Look at what happened when the Assyrians
sent pagans to live in northern Israel. They developed a
hybrid religion, mixing Judaism with their former pagan
beliefs. They had to send someone to check and teach
them the correct path.
Now who should they send? A party within
the Jerusalem church insisted they must send
someone who knew the Law. They would have
argued strongly that “If these Greek believers
want us to accept them into the fellowship, they
must follow the Law. The circumcised cannot
mix with the uncircumcised. Kosher meals
cannot be mixed with non-kosher meals. The
clean cannot go together with the un-clean.”
But on the other hand, they were Greeks. Gentiles who
did not speak Hebrew or Aramaic, at least not as a first
language. They spoke the common Greek dialect, Koine,
and were brought up in a Hellenistic culture. They read
the Scriptures in the Greek language using the Septuagint.
They were converted through the evangelising efforts of
believers originally from Cyprus and Cyrene.
These new converts did not come from a Judeo background.
They knew nothing of the Hebrew traditions or the Old
Testament.
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Neither the Abrahamic Covenant, or the Mosaic Law rang
a bell in their psyche. They were not brought up with a
strict moral code like the Ten Commandments embedded
in their education. They loved the stories and teachings of
Jesus, loving with a pure motive and holding each person
as an equal. Receiving forgiveness and forgiving others.
Circumcision and Sabbath rules were strange and foreign
to them.

Antioch in Syria from the North West engraving by William Miller
after H Warren from a sketch by Capt. Byam Martin R.N. published
in The Imperial Bible. By Patrick Fairbairn. London: Blackie and Son,
Paternoster Row 1866.
Source: Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons

Syrian Antioch was very far from Jerusalem. The apostles
were very busy with the newly founded churches in the
Judean country-side and Samaria. Added to that, they
needed someone who could speak Greek and understand
their culture. And so, after much prayer and discussion,
they decided that Barnabas would be the one to represent
them.
Barnabas had been with them from the first Pentecost
post resurrection. He was a ‘good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and faith’. He had been taught and mentored by the
apostles for 13 years already. He was respected by all, even
by the Judaism faction because he was knowledgeable in
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the Scriptures and he had joined the church even before
them. Plus, he was from Cyprus. He was a Hellenistic Jew
who could speak and read the Scriptures in Greek. They
would entrust this responsibility of seeing that the church
in Antioch followed all their requirements to him.
And so, Barnabas was sent as the emissary of the Jerusalem
church. They trusted him so much they sent him alone.
Perhaps they felt that this news may just be a rumour. At
that time, there were no churches where the Gentiles were
crowding in. Perhaps the Judaism faction in the church
declined to go also because this was a Gentile city. The sight
of all the pagan temples and idolatry would be too terrible
to bear. The year was c.43 AD, about 13 years after the
resurrection and ascension of Jesus. Most of the churches
in the Judean countryside were around 5 or 6 six years
old. There were many small churches all of them within
a 100 km radius area of Jerusalem. Now finally, a Gentile
church was born in the capital of the province, about 500
km north of Jerusalem. Claudius was the Emperor of the
Roman Empire and Agrippa I, grandson of King Herod I,
was the governor of Judea. Something very important was
about to happen.
Antioch (modern-day Antakya) is
located in south-eastern Turkey on the
River Orontes. It was founded in 300BC
by the first king of the Seleucid dynasty:
Seleucus I Nicator (312 to 280BC) – a
former general of Alexander the Great.
Seleucus understood the importance
of forging connections with powerful
neighbours and attracting the best
talent to the city. To this end, he settled
large numbers of Greeks in Antioch,
strengthening its links with the Greek
world.
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4.2A The Judaism Faction in the Church
There was a significant group of believers who were former
priests and some who followed them which are mentioned
in Acts 6:7, “so God’s message continued to spread. The
number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and
many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.” (NLT)
We know that this faction was a sizeable group within the
Jerusalem Church because they sent people to cause a stir
with the emphasis on the Law in the Antioch church as well
as the Galatian churches later. James also emphasised that
this group who insisted on following the Law grew when
Paul returned from his third missionary journey.

4.3 Barnabas arrives at the Syrian Antioch Church
c. AD 43
Barnabas was there when Peter regaled them with stories
of how Cornelius the Roman centurion and his household
had come to believe in Jesus. They were blessed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit and Peter talked about how a church
was established in Caesarea Maritama. This was probably
the first Gentile conversion in Judea.
Acts 11 22News of this reached the church in Jerusalem,
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. (NIV) The Grove of
Daphne, about 8 km south of Antioch with a Temple and
prostitute priestesses Daphne near Antioch Copperplate
print by Abraham Ortelius, Antwerpen, early 17th century

Source: Wikimedia Commons
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But what Barnabas witnessed when he arrived in Judea
was different.
Eight kilometres south of Antioch was a huge statue of
Apollo, next to the Grove of Daphne where immorality
with temple priestesses was disguised as a religious ritual.
On entering Antioch, one could see it was a fine city, well
designed, but filled with many statues of the Greek gods
and temples that were strategically positioned all over the
city.
As
Barnabas
was
welcomed into the room
full of Greek believers, he
saw a sight that probably
shocked him. In Caesarea
Peter’s experience was
with a household of
Gentile believers; they
were
orderly,
wellmannered and knew the
Hebrew Scriptures.
In Antioch, Barnabas
was greeted by a whole
crowd of Greeks; joyous,
rambunctious and loud
in their gatherings and
praising God. None of
Apollo and Daphne, marble sculpture
the ritualistic piety of
c.1622-1625 by Bernini from Galleria
Jewish worship. Loud
Borghese, Rome
unceremonious singing
Source: Photo by Architas, Public
and eating with unDomain via CC BY-SA4.0
washed hands without
any Jewish prayer. Nonkosher food served on the
tables. Worst of all, none of the Greeks were circumcised.
The Hellenistic Jews who had shared the Good News with
them had avoided the subject.
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But they were all happy and loving the Lord Jesus. Talking
with a few of them, Barnabas realised that their faith and
love for Jesus was genuine. Many of them had come from
pagan, immoral background but now their lives were
transformed and they in turn were sharing the Gospel with
their friends.

Syrian Antioch from The Life of Apostle Paul © Pristine World

Barnabas could see that God was definitely working in
them. It was a new work that God was doing. This Gospel
of Jesus the Messiah had now gone beyond more than just
geographical borders; it had gone beyond racial barriers.
“Go and make disciples of all nations” was what Jesus had
told the apostles to do and the apostles had taught it to
the new disciples like Barnabas. Now he was faced with
this ‘all nations’ opportunity.
When Barnabas, the special guest from Jerusalem, was
asked to speak, he stood up and there was silence in the
room. What should Barnabas say? He prayed for wisdom.
Should he tell them that this was all wrong? They have to
follow the Mosaic Laws and be circumcised? Or should he
accept this as the Lord’s doing? It was a new work, which
he had yet to fully understand.
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Acts 11 23When he arrived and saw what the grace of God
had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain
true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man,
full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of
people were brought to the Lord. (NIV)

4.4 A New Era Begins
While the crowd waited for Barnabas to speak, his thoughts
must have raced. “If God has brought these people to
Himself, I am only his servant. Let’s see where God leads
this church.”
So, Barnabas encouraged them all to remain true to the
Lord Jesus with all their hearts. His words so encouraged
the Greeks that even more of the Gentiles now joined the
church.
4.5 The Search for a Co-Worker
The church was growing big now, Barnabas decided he
needed a co-worker. Barnabas now faced another decision.
Should he report back to Jerusalem and ask them to send
him help? What would happen if he did that? What if they
decided to send some of the former priests or those from
the Judaism faction up to Antioch? Somehow Barnabas felt
it would not be right.
The Apostle Musical
To listen to the song - The Fruit of
the Spirit from the musical: The
Apostle click here

4.6 Why did Barnabas choose Paul to be his Co-worker?
Then Barnabas made a decision. He would not report back
to Jerusalem, for now, but instead look for a co-worker in
Tarsus. He remembered Paul, or Saul as he was called then,
the feisty former pharisee, whom the apostles had sent
back to Tarsus seven years ago.
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He had an excellent grasp of the Hebrew scriptures and a
genuine ability to explain how the Law and the Prophets
were all fulfilled in Jesus. He was from Tarsus, a Greek city
and spoke excellent Greek. A former pharisee, trained at
the highest level, but now given his life to serve the Lord
Jesus. His was a potential that had not been tapped yet.
From the text in the Bible, it is not mentioned that Barnabas
consulted with the elders in Jerusalem or even with the
church in Antioch.
It is not surprising that he did not consult with the Antioch
church, because they were all new believers. But it was
unusual that he did not consult the Jerusalem church.
Perhaps Barnabas felt that being the commander at the
battle field, he had to make a quick decision and the Holy
Spirit had prompted him into a certain course of action.
When he announced that he was going to Tarsus to look for
Paul, some of the members especially those from Cyprus
and Cyrene must have been surprised. “Why him? He was
the persecutor. We fled from him in Jerusalem.” They must
have argued with Barnabas.
“But he is the reason you are here, and why there is a
church now in Antioch. This was all part of God’s plan. The
fiery inquisitor is now a passionate preacher of the Gospel.”
Barnabas would have replied patiently but determinedly.

Relative position of Antioch to Tarsus on Google Earth Satellite picture.
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4.7 Paul joins the Leaders in the Antioch church c. AD 44
It has been more than 10 years since they last saw Paul
the Inquisitor. Now Barnabas brings him back into their
presence, like he did when he brought Paul to the apostles
in Jerusalem. But the years have brought changes to Paul.
No longer the brash arrogant pharisee, but now a Christian
brother and co-worker with a passion for the Gospel
flaming in his eyes.
Seven years since he was sent home by the apostles. Seven
quiet years waiting for word from Jerusalem. Just when
he thought the prime of his life was passing by, he got a
call, not from Jerusalem but from Antioch in the form of
Barnabas. Seven years of waiting and realising that all his
past; his training, his knowledge, his position, were nothing
until at the kairos time, the Lord calls him.
Paul and Barnabas and the Gentile church of
Syrian Antioch
Source: Free Bible Images

So, Paul followed Barnabas
and together they built the
church in Antioch. The church grew and grew till it was
noticed by the general population who looked at them
with derision. These people who refrained themselves
from the temples, from drunkenness, from idolatry, from
loose living, from foul language; they were branded the
Jesus followers. And for the first time in history, the word
‘Christian’, was used; or the ‘followers of that Jesus feller’.
Tarsus

Acts 11 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look
for Saul. 26When he found him, he took him to
Antioch, and for a whole year the two met with the
people of the church and taught a large group. It
was at Antioch that the believers were first called
Christians.
Source: Public Domain
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Where did the Believers Meet in Antioch?
According to an early church authority quoted in the 6th
century, believers met on Singon Street in the Epiphania
district near the Pantheon close under the carved head
of Charon, a ferryman of Hades in Greek mythology, who
carries souls of the newly deceased across the rivers Styx
and Acheron that divided the world of the living from the
world of the dead.

Epiphania district is in the south-east corner of Antioch Map
of Antiochia — capital of Roman Palestine.
Source: Wikimedia via CCA-SA 3.0

Marble portrait bust of the emperor Gaius, known as Caligula
Source: Wikimedia Commons from Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York.
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4.8 Prophet Agabus from Jerusalem c. AD 44
After some time, some prophets went from the Jerusalem
church to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus prophesied
that a severe famine was coming to the land. Luke made a
note that this was during the reign of Emperor Claudius. The
Christians in Antioch were not wealthy. But their response
was to immediately take an offering to be sent to help their
Jerusalem brethren, whom they had never met, to help
them in the face of the coming famine. This offering may
have been surplus grain set aside and or money collected.
The church quickly gathered together and decided to
choose Barnabas and Paul to deliver their gifts to the
Jerusalem church (Refer to Acts 11:27-30).
4.9 Peter’s Prison Rescue (Acts 12:1-24)
Around the spring of AD 44, near the Passover festival, King
Herod Agrippa began persecuting the church. He arrested
the apostle James, the brother of John, and executed
him. Realising that this pleased the Jewish people, he
also arrested Peter and imprisoned him under heavy
guard. He intended to bring Peter out for public trial, and
execution, after the Passover. But the church was praying
earnestly for Peter and on the night before Peter was to be
brought to trial, an angel of the Lord appeared to Peter and
miraculously brought him out of the prison safely. Peter
left the prison cell, appeared before the other apostles and
notified them of his miraculous release. Then he left Judea
to escape Herod.
The next day, on discovering that Peter had escaped, Herod
Agrippa was so angry, he interrogated the guards and
sentenced them to death. Sometime later, when Herod
Agrippa was in Caesarea, he was angry with the people of
Tyre and Sidon. Tyre and Sidon were dependent on Herod’s
country for food. They made an appointment to present
their case to Herod so that they could continue to trade for
food and were eager to appease him.
When Herod appeared, he put on royal robes, sat on his
throne and made an impressive speech. Eager to please
the king, the people shouted “It’s the voice of a god, not
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a man!”. Herod was very pleased with their praises and
took it to heart. He really felt like a god and received their
worship instead of giving the glory to God. Immediately, an
angel of the Lord came and struck him with a deadly illness
and Herod died.
The Angel Releasing St. Peter from Prison.
Painted by: Washington Allstom 1779-1843
Source: Public Domain via Boston Museum of
Fine Arts

4.9A Historical Perspective
In AD 41, in the last year of his reign, Emperor Caligula
decided to have a client king in charge of the Jews, so he
appointed Herod Agrippa I to rule over Palestine. He was
the grandson of Herod the Great or King Herod I. Having
a King over Judea meant that they had more autonomy
again. The king had the right to execute a man by the
sword without the need for a trial, although usually a trial
was ordered for appearance’s sake.
The Jews had been watching the growth of the Christian
sect and were wary of their growth again. Herod, the newly
appointed king wanted to gain favour with the Jews. After
all, he was appointed their king. If he could win them to
his side, then his position would be secure. So after they
brought their case to him, Herod Agrippa I arrested James,
the brother of John and had him executed. This made the
Jews very pleased. Herod seeing how easy it was to make
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the Jews happy decided to arrest Peter, the lynchpin of the
Jerusalem church and planned to execute him as a finale
for the Passover festival in AD 44
Although the story of Herod Agrippa executing apostle
James and imprisoning Peter is recounted in chapter 12,
based on corroborating records from other historians such
as Josephus, we can quite confidently place the events
of Herod Agrippa’s death around AD 44. The story of
Barnabas and Paul hearing the prophecy of Agabus starts
in Acts 11, but ends in Acts 12.
We believe a reasonable explanation is that when Agabus
prophesied about the coming famine, it was around AD
44 and it took one or two years for the Antioch church to
collect and prepare their gifts of grain and or money and
send it south to Jerusalem. Keeping in mind that Jerusalem
was 800 km away, it took about 3-4 months for travel to
Jerusalem with the gifts that were collected, including the
time needed for getting the collection ready.
In the timeline therefore, Barnabas and Paul would have
arrived in Jerusalem around AD 45 or probably early AD 46
with their famine relief, which then explains why the story
ends in the last portion of Acts chapter 12. That means
Acts 11:30 takes place around AD 44, followed by Acts 12
which also happens in AD 44. Then Acts 12:25 happens
around AD 45-46.

4.10 What Barnabas faced in Jerusalem c. AD 46
Up to this point, there is no record in Acts that Barnabas
had made a report on the progress of the Antioch church
to Jerusalem. In the past, the pattern was, when the
Gospel was received in a place outside of Jerusalem, an
apostle was sent to have it checked. If it checked out, the
apostle would return and report to the Jerusalem church.
Now about three years had passed, and Barnabas has not
made a report to the Jerusalem church. Most critical of
all, he did not tell them that this Gentile church did not
practice any of the Hebrew traditions. The believers were
not circumcised, nor did they observe having a kosher diet.
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Barnabas must have thought hard about this. What would
he say, if they pressed him about this? Neither he nor Paul
would agree to push the Jewish customs on these Gentile
believers.
See the Historical Perspective Box for possible reasons
why the issue of Gentile conversion without first accepting
Judaism, might not have been raised at this point in time.

The Route from Antioch to Jerusalem and back.
Source: Life of Apostle Paul © Pristine World

4.10A A Historical Perspective
Around AD 45 or early AD 46, Barnabas, Paul and Titus
arrived from Antioch Syria, bringing the relief fund and
grain for their brethren in Jerusalem. No questions were
asked about the Antioch church. This was probably because
the Jerusalem church were still grieving for the loss of their
beloved apostle James, the departure of Peter and their
suffering from the famine. Luke records that Barnabas and
Paul came, delivered their gifts and left shortly after that.
Acts 12:25
When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission
to Jerusalem, they returned, taking John Mark with
them.NLT
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4.11 Acceptance of Gentiles without circumcision
(Galatians 2)
In Galatians chapter 2, Paul reveals that he had another
agenda for his trip to Jerusalem. Paul had been away from
Jerusalem for eleven years since his fifteen-day meeting
with Peter and then sent back to Tarsus. Fourteen years
have passed since his conversion.
Paul wanted to establish the principle that a Gentile can
be converted and become a Christian without the need to
become a Jew first. In other words, a Greek who came to
faith in Christ and was willing to follow all the principles as
taught by Christ, would not have to undergo circumcision
nor follow a strict kosher diet, nor be obliged to offer
ritualistic sacrifices in the Temple as required by the
Mosaic Law. To prove his point, Paul brought one of his
converts along for the trip and that person was Titus. Titus
was a full-blooded Greek. He therefore would not have
undergone circumcision nor would he have followed the
Mosaic laws. If the Jerusalem church could accept Titus,
who represented the Antioch church, into their fellowship,
then it would mean that non-Jews can be accepted into
the Church with no obligations to become a Jew first.

The Golden Menorah Replica in
Jerusalem
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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Based on Paul’s letter to the Galatians, there were some
in the Jerusalem church who wanted Titus to undergo
circumcision. Paul believes this was a group of “pretenders
(Galatians 2:4) who had slipped into the group as spies.”
They were not true believers, but only joined the church
to bring the new faith back into following the Mosaic Law
thereby diminishing the work of Christ.
The big question was: is the redeeming work of Christ on
the cross enough for salvation or do we still need the Law?
The early church struggled with this question until finally it
was resolved. Good works do not save us but we are saved
by grace through faith in Jesus, for good works.
Barnabas enters a room with James the brother of the
Lord, Peter and John. Together with Barnabas are Paul
and a Gentile named Titus. Tension fills the room as Paul,
the former persecutor and ‘renegade’ preacher steps in.
Worse still, when Titus, the Gentile steps in. They have
been busy distributing the grain they brought to Jerusalem
and look dirty. How dare Barnabas and Paul bring in this
unclean Greek into their kosher presence they thought to
themselves.
Nobody shook hands with Paul and when Titus came in,
they took a step back as though he was a leper.

In the Synagogue on the eve of
Yom Kippur Painting by: Jakub
Winles c.1900
Source: Wikimedia Commons

Paul emphasised in the Galatian letter that in spite of the
criticism of the ‘spies’, at a private meeting with the leaders,
they accepted Titus and did not insist on circumcision.
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Perhaps, Paul also wanted to know from Peter and John,
during their walk with Jesus in his time on earth, if they
had ever heard Jesus say that all his followers whether Jew
or Gentile must be circumcised if they want to follow him.
Jesus had only instructed them to go and make disciples
of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father,
Son and the Holy Spirit. If the leaders objected to Titus’
uncircumcision, then they should have objected during
that meeting.

St Paul’s Church, Antioch
Photo by: Dr Lim Kar Yong

The Jerusalem church leaders gave Paul and Barnabas
their blessings. They agreed that Barnabas and Paul would
work among the Gentiles as they would work among the
Jews. All they asked was that Paul remember the poor and
needy in their group, which was something Paul was going
to do anyway. So, after Paul and Barnabas had delivered
their offerings of money and sack of grain from the Antioch
church, they departed. Along the way,
Barnabas stopped by his cousin’s house.
There a young man named John Mark
who was a cousin of Barnabas wanted
to follow them. He wanted to see the
Antioch church and witness how the
Gospel was spreading to the Gentiles.
He wanted to be a part of this great
enterprise, although he had yet to learn
about the cost involved.
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4.11A Historic Perspective – Do Gentile converts need to
be circumcised?
Barnabas had not reported back to Jerusalem since he was
first sent to the Antioch church by the apostles three years
ago. When the Antioch church was growing rapidly, instead
of asking the Jerusalem church for extra helpers, he made
a decision to search for Paul in Tarsus to be his co-worker.
Remembering the fact that Paul was the great persecutor
11 years ago, and that the apostles had sent him home
to Tarsus seven years ago without recalling him, Barnabas
must have realised that he was taking a risk in calling for
Paul to be his co-worker. What would the Jerusalem church
have to say about his choices? What would they have to
say about him not teaching the Antioch church about the
Mosaic Law and circumcision?
These questions must have weighed heavily on Barnabas’
mind. Besides from Antioch, Jerusalem was about 800 km
away while Tarsus was only 130 km away. The difference
in travelling time was a 30-day round trip to Jerusalem
while Tarsus was a 10-day round trip. But it was unlikely
that distance was the reason for the deciding factor.
When Paul and Barnabas arrived in Jerusalem, it seemed
as though he, and Paul, got off lightly. In fact, the leaders
in the Jerusalem church gave them their approval pretty
quickly. However, this may have happened because at that
time, the church in Jerusalem was very traumatised by the
persecution of AD 44 and the death of apostle James, the
brother of John. James, his brother John and Peter were
the three inner-circle amongst all the disciples of Jesus.
In any case, we know that the matter was not fully resolved
at this meeting. Three years later, the question would come
up again when the group of ‘spies’ or Judaisers went to
the Gentile churches in Antioch and Galatia, and caused
a great stir by insisting on circumcision and following the
Jewish customs.
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4.12 Discussion Points
a.
From what you have read, describe the differences
in the culture of the Greeks in Antioch and the Jews
of Jerusalem.
b.

How do you think the Holy Spirit was leading 		
Barnabas when he first arrived at the church 		
in Antioch?

c.

Why do you think Barnabas chose Paul to be his 		
co-worker in the ministry, rather than another 		
apostle or senior person from Jerusalem, or even
another Hellenistic Jew?

d.

From the story so far, how was God
showing the apostles and Paul that
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Gentiles were accepted and under
what conditions?

99

Chapter 5

The First Missionary
Journey - Cyprus and
Galatia
While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Acts 13:2
Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13:1-14:28)
Team: Paul, Barnabas, John Mark
Period: AD c. 47 – 49
Distance Covered: Approx. 2300 km
Main Route: Syria, Cyprus, Galatia, Syria
Churches Planted: Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe
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5.1 The First Missionary Journey Begins (AD 47)
About a year has passed. The Antioch church has grown. Its
members are predominantly non-Jewish. Now their leaders
have different functional roles: Prophets and teachers.
Five leaders are named here. Barnabas, Simeon who was
probably dark skinned and from Africa, Lucius from Cyrene,
Manaen, who had been brought up in the house of Herod
Agrippa, and Paul. And while they are fasting and praying,
the Holy Spirit gives them a conviction, which is to set apart
Barnabas and Paul to go out on a missionary journey.

The Holy Spirit convicts
the church in Antioch to
send Barnabas and Saul
(Paul) to embark on a
missionary journey. John
Mark joins them as an
assistant
Source: Wikimedia
Commons

A Historical Perspective
Simeon or Simon the ‘Niger’ was probably dark skinned.
Evidence leans toward his being Simon of Cyrene, the one
who happened to be in Jerusalem and was comanded
to help Jesus carry the cross to Golgotha. He is also the
father of Alexander and Rufus. He was one of those who
fled to Antioch when Paul started persecuting the church
earlier. His son, Rufus emigrated to Rome. Paul in his letter
to Rome sent greetings to Rufus and to his mother, whom
Paul called ‘mother’ too. This shows that Paul had found
a home in the Antioch Church and affection with some of
those whom he had sought to harm in Jerusalem.
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5.2 Cyprus
5.2.1 To Cyprus the hometown of Barnabas c.spring AD 47
They felt led by the Spirit to go and evangelise
outside of Judea. That means the Gentile countries.
But where? Since Barnabas was the leader here,
the choice was obvious - his home country Cyprus.
We know that Joseph the Levite, better known as
Barnabas came from Cyprus. There was a sizeable
Jewish community in Cyprus. So they will go and
preach in the synagogues first and see how the
Spirit leads them. John Mark went along as he
wanted to be involved in the adventure of missions.
He helps them carry their bags.
So they went by boat, down the river Orontes about 26
km to Seleucia, the harbour of Antioch and set sail on a six
hour trip to the island of Cyprus. Copper gave Cyprus its
wealth, and a large population of pagan slaves was there to

Trail of the Orontes River from Antioch, modern day Antakya, winding
down 25 km to Seleucia Harbour or modern Samandag in Turkey.
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work in the mines. There was a sizeable Jewish population
on the island which meant there were synagogues for the
three missionaries to launch their evangelizing activities.
First stop was Salamis on the eastern shore of Cyprus.
No problem here. Barnabas would have known the place
quite well. Perhaps some of his countrymen would have
welcomed him back and invited him to speak at the
synagogue. The Jews were hospitable but not receptive
to the Gospel. So Paul and his friends moved west on the
island.

Barnabas, Paul and John Mark
travel from Antioch to Seleucia
then set sail for Cyprus, landing
in Salamis
Source: Wikimedia Commons

5.2.2 Preaching in Cyprus
Cyprus probably only had about 1000 Jews. Most of
them would have heard the Gospel message
already. They worshipped in synagogues or in
houses. Some of the Gentiles must have heard
the Jews talking about Jesus the Messiah. But so
far, very few of them had become believers.
Paul wanted to bring the Gospel to where the Gospel
had not reached. So, he was determined that Cyprus
would only be a temporary stop. Then they get a surprise
invitation to share his message with the Roman ruler of
Cyprus, the Proconsul. Cyprus was ruled directly by the
Roman Emperor until recently, when it was passed on to
be ruled by the Senate. This meant less soldiers stationed
in the island, a greater measure of freedom, and having
a Proconsul instead of a Governor. Luke was accurate in
calling Sergius Paulus a Proconsul.
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Satellite picture of Cyprus. Source: Google Earth
Paul and Barnabas would have had to walk about 165 km along the
southern coast from Salamis to Paphos.
To view from Google Earth, click:

5.3 Encounter with a Magician and the Proconsul of
Cyprus (Acts 13:6-12)
The Gospel message was not new in Cyprus since the
arrival of refugees from the persecution led by Paul some
fifteen years earlier. They would have travelled across
wooded hills past the famous temple of Aphrodite, the
goddess of love, where prostitution was synonymous with
religious devotion, until they came to Paphos, the capital
and harbour on the southwest coast.
After preaching in the synagogues, they received surprise
summons to appear before the august presence of the
proconsul of Cyprus, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul wanted
to hear their message. What an opportunity! So they
prepare themselves as they walk to his palace, which was
a little above the city.
Sergius Paulus had a scientific mind as described by the
Roman historian Pliny the Elder. He was also curious about
Eastern beliefs and was drawn to superstitious beliefs. Paul
and Barnabas realised this because prominent among his
entourage was a renegade Jew named Bar-Jesus or ‘son of
a saviour’. He dabbled with the occult. Obviously he could
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not be a strict Jew practicing the Mosaic law
where dabbling with witchcraft or any forms
of occult practice was strictly forbidden.

Acts 13:6-12 Elymas is struck blind in front of the Proconsul Sergius
Paulus.Painting by: Raphael c. 1515
Source: The Victoria Museum in London via Wikimedia Commons

Strangely, at that time, many Jews were famous for their
skills in sorcery in the Gentile countries as we come across
this phenomenon again in Ephesus later. Bar-Jesus or
Elymus as he was known in Cyprus kept interupting Paul.
Finally, Paul felt that he had to put a stop to this distracting
false prophet. So, filled with conviction by the Holy Spirit,
Paul confronts Elymas, looks him in the eye and calls him
for what he really is, “You are the devil, the perverter of
the truth. You are trying to stop the work of the true God.
Judgement will come upon you now. You will be blind and
not see the light of day for a time.” Almost immediately, the
lights faded out into darkness for Elymas. He was unable to
see and had to ask someone to lead him by the hand. This
is almost like what happened to Paul when he was on the
road to Damascus.
Sergius Paulus witnessed this miracle and he was much
amazed with the Gospel message. He must have realised
that a divine revelation had been given to him. He became
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a believer. Paul and Barnabas were amazed at the working
of the Lord. They realised that the Gentiles, not only in
Antioch, but around the Empire could be won over for the
Gospel. It was a great encouragement to them.
For a short 7-minute video tour of Paul
in Cyprus click:

Elymas struck blind by St Paul before
Proconsul Sergius Paulus
Painting by: Giulio Clovio c.1542
Louvre Museum via Wikimedia
Commons

For a slightly more detailed video tour (32 minutes) of Paul
in Cyprus, listen to Simon Peter Sutherland, an English
theologian, as he takes you on a tour of Cyprus and explains
how Luke’s description of Cyprus in Acts 13 is supported
by archaeological findings. He also describes why it is
important to read scripture with an understanding of the
place and the time it was written in order to get a better
understanding of the objectives of the writer to his first
readers. To watch the video, click:
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A Historical Perspective
in 1912, the archaeologist Sir William Mitchell Ramsay
unearthed an inscription in Anatolia that showed that
Sergius Paulus influenced his daughter to become a
Christian. His son, who probably was being educated in
Rome at the time of his father’s tenure as Proconsul of
Cyprus, remained pagan. Sir William Mitchell Ramsay, not
to be confused with Sir William Ramsay, the Chemistry
Nobel laureate, was a Scotsman who was recognised as a
New Testament scholar and the foremost archaeologist of
Asia Minor, today’s Turkey.
Sir William Mitchell Ramsay
(1851-1939)
Public Domain via WMC

5.4 Gospel for the Gentiles
Paul and Barnabas are thrilled. They saw evidence now
that Gentiles were open to the message of the Gospel.
God could open doors for them into the Greek world. Two
significant things happen after the conversion of Sergius
Paulus. Paul takes on his roman name, Paul, and Barnabas
is gracious enough to let Paul assume leadership of their
missionary team. From now on, they are referred to as
Paul and Barnabas.
It was here in Paphos that Saul decided to take on his
Roman name, Paul. This signified that Paul had made a
strategic decision he would take the Gospel to the Gentiles
in the Roman world. The name of Paul would be more
easily recognised and accepted in these regions. But where
were the Gentiles? He wanted to go to the hinterland, to
Galatia.
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5.5 John Mark leaves the Team at Perga c.AD 47
Why not stay on in Cyprus? John Mark and Barnabas must
have asked themselves. They had their first convert and he
was no less than the Roman ruler of the island. There were
believers on the island. They could strengthen the church.
But Paul was determined that their mission to the Gentiles
had to go where the Gospel had not gone before. They had
to go to the mainland, where the larger mass of Greeks
and other Gentiles lived.
And so they set sail to Perga and the province of Pamphylia.
Paul wanted to press on to the hill country inland. Between
the reign of Augustus Caesar and Nero, the peace of Rome
made most of the roads in the empire relatively safe to
travel. However, there were exceptions and one of them
was the road between Perga and going uphill to Pisidian
Antioch. This road was notorious for wild tribesmen and
brigands who would raid lonely or vulnerable travellers.
Paul and his friends would have to join a caravan.
It is here that John Mark left them and went back to
Jerusalem. This left a deep mark in Paul for many years as
Paul referred to John’s departure as a desertion.
Acts 13 13Paul and his companions sailed from Paphos and came
to Perga, a city in Pamphylia, where John Mark left them and
went back to Jerusalem. 14 They went on from Perga and arrived
in Antioch in Pisidia, and on the Sabbath they went into the
synagogue and sat down.(GNT)

Ruins of Perga in Turkey today
Photo by: Safron Blaze via Wikimedia Commons
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5.5A Speculations for John Mark’s departure
Various possible reasons
for Mark’s departure have
been put forward by Bible
scholars. Below are some of
them:
1. Paul was suffering from
malaria in Perga and wanted
to go to the highlands to
recuperate, which was a
normal thing to do in that
era. John resented this. But Painting of John Mark by Frans
it doesn’t mean that he Hals c.1625
would leave them unceremoniously for that reason.
2. Mark was afraid of going to the highlands which was
notorious for banditry. He was afraid and did not want to
go on.
3. He may have resented Paul’s assumption of leadership
in their group. Why couldn’t they have just stayed on in
Cyprus and spend some time to build up the Cypriot church?
4. He may have been homesick, or even lovesick?
We do not know for sure but we know that Paul was not
happy about it.
Paul considered Mark’s actions as rank desertion and
refused to let him join his second missionary trip. But later
on, we learn that Mark was accepted by Paul and made a
significant contribution by being scribe to Apostle Peter’s
eyewitness account which today we know as The Gospel
According to Mark.
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History of Perga
Perga was once the capital of Pamphylia. Today it is in the
Antalya Province on the southwestern Mediterranean coast
of Turkey. It is a large site of ancient ruins 15 kilometres
(9.3 mi) east of Antalya on the coastal plain. It was ruled
by Hittites, Persians, Greeks and then Romans. The road
between Perga and Pisidian Antioch was known to be
fraught with danger, even during the Pax Romana period.
For a quick (5-minute) tour of Perga, click:

5.6 Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:13-49)
Antioch of Pisidia was founded by the Seleucid Dynasty,
one of the Hellenistic kingdoms. It was later re-founded by
Augustus as a Roman colony to keep the peace in the hills.
Augustus left some of his Roman soldiers to settle in the
colony. Their descendants together with the administrators
of southern Galatia became the aristocracy, holding Roman
citizenship. The native Phrygians did the hard labour and
were mostly slaves. In those days, the word Phrygians was
synonymous with slaves. Jews were a small minority in this
region.
In Pisidian Antioch, Paul and Barnabas visited a synagogue,
which indicated there was at least a small Jewish population
in the city. The synagogues would normally welcome any
visiting Jews, and would be most interested to hear any
news from Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas were no ordinary
visitors. Paul was a Pharisee trained in Jerusalem by
Gamaliel and Barnabas was a Levite who had spent several
years in Jerusalem. So, after the usual service rituals, they
invited the two visitors to speak. “Friends, if you have any
message of encouragement, please share with us.”
Paul, immediately stood up, and gave a speech which
recalled the message that he heard from Stephen just
before they stoned him. Perhaps, the speech he heard
from Stephen had left such a strong mark in Paul that he
had to use it in one of the first long speeches we hear from
Paul.
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Antioch in Pisidia Theatre
Originally built in the Hellenistic age prior to 25 BC it was enlarged by
the Romans in around 311 AD. It could sit more than 12,000 people.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

Fortunately, Luke had recorded it in detail. Paul started
by addressing the Jews and including the God-fearing
Gentiles. Then he recounted for them the story of how
God had chosen the nation of Israel; how God led them
from slavery in Egypt to become a kingdom in the Promised
Land. But from a descendant of one of their kings, God
would give a Messiah, a Saviour who would suffer and die
for the sins of the world. But God would raise the Messiah
from the dead. And now, they, Paul and Barnabas were
here in Antioch of Pisidia to bring them the Good News of
God’s salvation. The Messiah is Jesus who has ascended to
heaven and there is forgiveness of sins for all who would
believe in him. “Everyone who believes in him is made right
in God’s sight. This was something the law of Moses could
never do,” Paul emphasised.
Then as Paul and Barnabas left the Synagogue that day,
many of the people urged them to speak again the next
week. They wanted to invite their friends to come and
listen. Many of the Jews, the Proselytes and even more
of the Gentile God-fearers followed Paul and Barnabas
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to ask them questions and listen to them. The message
was electrifying to them. They could receive forgiveness
and salvation without having to go through all the Jewish
customs, laws of observing a kosher diet and circumcision.
Salvation was by the grace of God, by believing in Jesus.

Ancient Antioch of Pisidia near the modern city of Yalvac in Turkey
today.

The next week, almost the entire city gathered outside the
Synagogue to hear the two apostles preach about Jesus the
Messiah. But when the Synagogue leaders saw the crowd,
they became jealous. So they slandered and argued against
whatever Paul had to say. They kept this up until Paul and
Barnabas finally declared that since they have rejected
the word of God, which they wanted to preach first to the
Jews, they will now go to the Gentiles. After all, it had been
prophesied in the Hebrew Scriptures in the book of Isaiah,
“I have made you a light to the Gentiles, to bring salvation
to the farthest corners of the earth.”
When the Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and
many became believers in Jesus Christ.
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Paul and Barnabas in Pisidian
Antioch
Source: Free Bible Images

Paul and Barnabas continued teaching to those who would
gather and listen, in a Gentile’s home somewhere in the
city. They met at night and the group got larger and larger.
This probably went on for about 3 to 4 months and a
church was formed with Paul and Barnabas as their leader
and teacher.

5.6A Pisidian Antioch Historical Perspective
Today the original Antioch of Pisidia is mostly in ruins,
situated about 1 km northeast of the modern town of
Yalvac. You can find Pisidian Antioch on Google Earth by
looking for Yalvac in Turkey and then navigating northeast.
The city was actually not a part of the Pisidian region but
lay just north of Pisidia in the region of Phrygia. However
it was often referred to as Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:14),
meaning ‘Antioch near Pisidia’ as a way of differentiating
it from other cities named Antioch. After Paul’s time, in
295 AD, the Romans re-divided the area and created the
province of Pisidia with Antioch as its capital.
Founded around the 3rd century BC by one of the Seleucid
rulers, the city was strategically sited and was important
both militarily and commercially as it was on the trading
point for a fertile region with much agricultural produce
and was on a spot that had good natural defenses.
Paul and Barnabas travelled from Perga to Antioch probably
by the Via Sebaste road. Paul preached in a synagogue on
the following sabbath. The message was so well received
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that on the following Sabbath, almost the whole city
gathered to hear them (Acts 13:44). While many were
converted to Christianity, their popularity created jealousy
among the Jews, who then stirred up persecution against
Paul and Barnabas and drove them out of the region. But a
congregation of believers had been formed and later Paul
and Barnabas returned to encourage them.

For a short (4-minute) video tour of Pisidian Antioch, click:

5.6B Paul’s initial visit to Galatia delayed by illness
Paul had not planned to stay so long at first. But he was
suffering from bodily illness which forced him to stay longer.
Because he stayed longer, Paul and Barnabas was able to
build and consolidate a church. It was the first church in
the Province of Galatia. He recalls this when he later wrote
to the Galatians: Gal 4:12b“You did not mistreat me when
I first preached to you. 13Surely you remember that I was
sick when I first brought you the Good News. 14But even
though my condition tempted you to reject me, you did not
despise me or turn me away. No, you took me in and cared
for me as though I were an angel from God or even Christ
Jesus himself.”(NLT)
God used Paul’s illness to show him that by staying longer
in one place, he could build a stronger church which then
could reach out to the surrounding area.
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5.6C The Roman Province of Galatia
The Roman province of Galatia covered a large portion of
Asia Minor. It derived its name from the former kingdom
of the Galatians or Gauls. Gauls invaded Galatia in the 3rd
century BC and settled in the territory, which had originally
belonged to Phrygia. Many native Phrygians were made
slaves as we have seen in Cyprus. Eventually, the rulers
allied themselves with Rome and in 25 BC, Augustus Caesar
recognised the kingdom as a province of Rome. The cities
that Paul visited during his first missionary journey included
Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, which were all
part of southern Galatia.

5.7 Trouble in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:50-52)
As the church increased in numbers, the synagogue leaders
became anxious about what was going on because some
of their members including almost all their proselyte and
un-circumcised attendees had left and joined Paul’s group.
They decided to put a stop to Paul’s group.

Antioch of Pisidia Nymphaeum or Fountain
Source: Wikimedia Commons

There was not enough justification to get the city
administrators to take direct action, so they persuaded
their wives who were part of the city’s nobilities, to take
action. They were after all, the guardians of the main cult in
the city called ‘Mens’ and if these foreigners were stealing
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the devotees to their cult,
then they had to put a stop
to it. And so they stirred
the influential religious
women together with their
husbands and then, using a
mob of unruly men for hire,
they forcibly expelled Paul
and Barnabas.
As Paul and Barnabas left
the city, they shook the dust
from their feet in protest.
However, a group of mainly
Gentile
believers
had
Antioch of Pisidia in today’s Yalvac
city, Turkey
formed an informal church.
Source: Wikimedia Commons
They were filled with joy
and with the Holy Spirit, and
would meet regularly to encourage each other.
5.7A Paul’s method for missionary work
Paul and Barnabas probably left instructions to the local
leaders on how to run the church and promised that they
would return later to visit them. The next stop would be
Iconium, about 150 km and a five-day walking distance
away.
Paul must have realised now that his first method of
moving from town to town as he did in Cyprus was not
as effective as what had happened in Antioch of Pisidia.
Because of his illness as mentioned in Galatians 4:12 (see
Box 5.6B), Paul stayed longer in Antioch Pisidia then he
may originally have planned and inadvertently learnt that
this was a better way of spreading the Gospel. Paul would
find a centre of a region. If they were accepted, then they
would use it as a base. It was important to stay there for
a while so that there would be enough time to teach and
establish a church. Then train the local leaders to take
over and let them spread the word outside the town area.
They would be more effective in spreading the word in the
country side. Then leave for another town.
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5.8 On to Iconium (Acts 14:1-7)
In Iconium, the pattern of events was repeated. Paul and
Barnabas spoke at a synagogue. The message was so
compelling that many Jews and Gentiles became believers.
Then the Jews who would not believe, stirred the Gentiles
and turned on the believers. But now Paul and Barnabas
deliberately planned to stay a longer time, helping to
strengthen the faith of the believers and build up a local
church. They stayed until they got wind of a plan to arrest
the apostles and stone them. Then Paul and Barnabas
decided to leave the city and head for the district of
Lycaonia. But as they left, a church had been established
in Iconium.

Churches of the Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem (1702-1707, ) and
Paraskeva Pyatnitsa (1772) in Iconium, modern day Konya, Turkey.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

5.8A History of Iconium or modern Konya in Turkey today
The city came under the influence of the Hittites around
1500 BC and later by the Sea Peoples, who also became
the Philistines in Judea around 1200 BC. The Phrygians
established their kingdom in central Anatolia in the 8th
century BC. The region became a part of the Persian Empire,
until Darius III was defeated by Alexander the Great in 333
BC. After Alexander’s death, the town came under the rule
of Seleucus I Nicator. During the Hellenistic period the town
was ruled by the kings of Pergamon. As Attalus III, the last
king of Pergamon, was about to die without an heir, he
bequeathed his kingdom to the Roman Republic.
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5.9 To Lystra
We are not told if there was a synagogue in Lystra. In any
case, the people of Lystra were overwhelmingly Gentile
with a small minority of Jews. It was also one of the cities
where the people were more accustomed to speaking in
their own Lycaonian dialect rather than the common Greek
language. This probably led to the misunderstanding that
happened during Paul’s first visit to the city. Luke recorded
for us in detail the events that took place.

Journey to Lystra
Source: Free Bible Images

In Lystra there was a crippled man who had been lame
from birth and had never been able to walk. 9He sat there
and listened to Paul’s words. Paul saw that he believed
and could be healed, so he looked straight at him 10 and
said in a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” The
man jumped up and started walking around. 11When the
crowds saw what Paul had done, they started shouting in
their own Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like
men and have come down to us!” 12They gave Barnabas
the name Zeus, and Paul the name Hermes, because he
was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of the god Zeus, whose
temple stood just outside the town, brought bulls and
flowers to the gate, for he and the crowds wanted to offer
sacrifice to the apostles.
Acts 14:8

When Barnabas and Paul heard what they were about to
do, they tore their clothes and ran into the middle of the
crowd, shouting, 15“Why are you doing this? We ourselves
are only human beings like you! We are here to announce
the Good News, to turn you away from these worthless
things to the living God, who made heaven, earth, sea, and
14
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all that is in them. 16In the past he allowed all people to go
their own way. 17But he has always given evidence of his
existence by the good things he does: he gives you rain from
heaven and crops at the right times; he gives you food and
fills your hearts with happiness.” 18Even with these words
the apostles could hardly keep the crowd from offering a
sacrifice to them.

Paul and Barnabas in Lystra. Painting by: Johann Heiss c. 1678
Source: Wikimedia Commons

Some Jews came from Antioch in Pisidia and from
Iconium; they won the crowds over to their side, stoned
Paul and dragged him out of the town, thinking that he
was dead. 20But when the believers gathered around him,
he got up and went back into the town. The next day he
and Barnabas went to Derbe.(GNT)

19

Jews from Antioch Pisidia and Iconium
stone Paul in Lystra
Source: Free Bible Images
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A Jewess by the name of Lois and her daughter Eunice lived
in Lystra. They witnessed the stoning together with Eunice’s
son, Timothy, who was probably about 17 years old at that
time. Timothy would later become a loyal disciple of Paul
and carry on much of the apostle’s work and ministry.
5.9A Legend of Zeus and Hermes
According to an ancient legend, Zeus and Hermes, Greek
gods, once came to earth disguised as humans seeking
lodging. Although they asked everyone in the village,
they were not accepted. Finally, they were accepted by
an elderly couple Philemon and his wife Baucis into their
humble home of straw and reeds. In appreciation, the gods
transformed their house into a temple with a golden roof
and marble columns. They were appointed to be priest and
priestess and instead of dying, they were transformed into
two trees.
However, as for the rest of people who did not show
hospitality, it was the death sentence.
Remembering the legend and seeing the miracle of the
healing of the man lame from birth, the people might have
been inspired to believe the gods Zeus and Hermes had
returned. They wanted to pay homage and not suffer the
consequences of not showing hospitality or reverence to
the gods.

Mercury (Greek Hermes) and Jupiter (Greek Zeus) at the home of
Philemon and Baucis.
Painting by: Jacob Van Oost c.17th Century AD from the Museum of Fine
Arts, San Francisco via Wikimedia Commons.
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5.9A Lystra – Archaeological Remains
Not much is left of the ancient city of Lystra which is
located near the modern village of Hatunsaray, about 38
km southwest of Konya. In 1885, about 1.6 km north of
Hatunsaray, on a mound called Zoldera, J. R. Sitlington
Sterrett discovered a stone block 3.5 feet tall and 1 foot
thick. On it was a Latin inscription which named the place
Lystra. This monument was erected to honour Caesar
Augustus, who founded the Roman colony of Lystra. Lystra
has yet to be fully excavated .
You can see the mound on Google Earth by clicking:
For more information about Lystra, Google Lystra by Peter
E Lewis

5.10 To Derbe and the Return Journey
The apostles travelled on to Derbe where they had a
successful and uneventful ministry. A church was set up
and after spending some time there, the apostles decided
to return using the way they had come in.
Luke records for us the details:
5.11 The Return to Antioch in Syria
Acts 14:21
Paul and Barnabas preached the Good News in Derbe
and won many disciples. Then they went back to Lystra, to
Iconium, and on to Antioch in Pisidia. 22They strengthened
the believers and encouraged them to remain true to
the faith. “We must pass through many troubles to enter
the Kingdom of God,” they taught. 23In each church they
appointed elders, and with prayers and fasting they
commended them to the Lord, in whom they had put their
trust.
After going through the territory of Pisidia, they came to
Pamphylia. 25There they preached the message in Perga
and then went to Attalia, 26and from there they sailed back
to Antioch, the place where they had been commended
to the care of God’s grace for the work they had now
completed.(GNT)
24
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Sometime around AD 49, the apostle reached their
home church in Antioch of Syria. Once back in Antioch,
Paul and Barnabas shared with the believers all the
wonderful things that God had done through them.
How God had opened a door of faith to the
Gentiles. The Antioch church rejoiced. They were
now the mother church of several daughter
churches, mainly of Gentile composition like
herself, but growing and flourishing.
5.11A Historical Puzzle Resolved
For a long time, experts wondered how Paul could have
found shelter in Derbe when he was a fugitive of Lystra,
since both were cities of Galatian Lacanonia and close
together. But no one could discover Derbe’s exact site. Then
in 1964 the site was located not, as had been supposed, on
the near side of Black Mountain to Lystra, but at Devri Sehri
on the far, eastern side, and thus across the border of the
native state. It had been a part of Galatian Lycaonia, even
honoured by the reigning Emperor Claudius, until a year or
two before Paul’s visit, it was ceded to King Antiochus of
Commagene, who ruled the territory between Galatia and
Cilicia as a vassal of the Romans.
Here the battered Paul, after the stoning in Lystra, found
welcome. Here he was welcomed and given shelter to
recover. It may well have been to the people of Derbe that
Paul had in mind years later when he wrote these words
in his letter to the Galatians, “You resisted any temptation
to show scorn or disgust at the poor state of my body; you
welcomed me as if I were an angel of God…”
(Refer to The Apostle by John Pollock p.97 and Galatians
4:14)

122

THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY - CYPRUS AND GALATIA

Mudbrick houses were quite common in this region of Derbe and
Lystra. Source: BiblePlaces.com
Derbe was a city in the district of Lycaonia in the Roman province
of Galatia in south central Asia Minor. It sat on a major route
connecting Iconium to Laranda and was about 60 miles from Lystra.
Paul and Barnabas fled to Derbe and Lystra on their first missionary
journey when the city officials of Iconium plotted to stone them (Acts
14:6-21). Paul does not mention suffering any persecution in Derbe
(2 Tim 3:11)

5.12 Highlights of Paul’s First Missionary Journey
Years: AD 47 - 49
Places Visited: Salamis, Paphos, Perga, Pisidian Antioch,
Iconium, Derbe, Attalia
Churches Planted: (4); Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra
and Derbe.
Time Planted: (a) Pisidian Antioch = 3 - 5 months
		
(b) Iconium = 3 - 5 months
		
(c) Lystra = 3 - 5 months
		
(d) Derbe = 3 - 5 months
Source: Frank Viola
5.13 Summary of Results of the First Missionary Journey
The first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas started
with the Antioch Syria Church praying for guidance. A strong
conviction by the Holy Spirit led them to send Barnabas and
Paul with John Mark as their young assistant. The mission
did not start with great success at first.
1.
In Cyprus, the hometown of Barnabas, the governor
was converted; Saul of Tarsus changed his name to
Paul of Tarsus; and the leadership of the team passed
on to Paul.
123

THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY - CYPRUS AND GALATIA

2.

They travelled to the mainland of Asia
Minor where John Mark left the team and
returned to Jerusalem. Paul described
Mark’s departure as rank desertion.

3.

In Galatia, the apostles establish at least four 		
churches in important cities: Antioch of Pisidia, 		
Iconium, Lystra and Derbe.

4.

Paul now has a pattern in his mission work:
•
He looks for a synagogue and starts preaching
		
Jesus as the promised Messiah “to the Jews
		
first and then to the Gentiles”.
•
Some Jews believe, but often, the Gentile
		
God-fearers or Proselytes are more open to
		
the Gospel message.
•
They stay in the city to help the church grow
		
in spiritual maturity as well as in numbers.
		
They try to stay at least about 4 to 5 months
		
in the city, as long as possible before they are
		
thrown out. They must have realised 		
		
that because they travelled very quickly 		
		
through Cyprus, no churches were established
		
in Cyprus after their visit. Barnabas returned
		
to Cyprus years later and established churches
		
there, but that is another story.
•
They let their converts from the city preach
		
the Gospel and reach out to more converts in
		
the surrounding areas.
5.

These churches are very different from the churches
in Jerusalem and Judea:
•
They are predominantly Gentile i.e.
		
non-Jewish. This means that they have very
		
little knowledge of Jewish customs.
•
They are not subject to the Law of Moses. 		
		
They are not accustomed to offering animal
		
sacrifices or following the rituals and festivals
		
of the Jewish customs.
•
They are not circumcised.
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•
		
		
•
		
		
•
		
		
		
		
		

Paul and Barnabas did not insist that they be
circumcised or to follow the Jewish rituals 		
and laws.
Paul and Barnabas preached belief in Christ
crucified and risen as the only way to receive
the salvation from God.
Evidence of their salvation was that they 		
received the Holy Spirit and were filled with
peace and joy. They shared with one another
and fulfilled the commandment of Christ, to
love one another and by this love, others can
see the fruit of their salvation.

6.

Paul and Barnabas realised that God had
given the Gentiles salvation when they
put their trust in Jesus and were willing to
follow the teachings of Jesus and so
they did not burden the Gentiles with the 			
requirements of the Law. The Gentiles
were not circumcised.

7.

This caused a big problem later when the
Jerusalem church considered accepting these
Gentile churches to be equal fellow members
of the body of Christ. Some jealous Jews strongly
opposed the way Paul has brought the Gentiles into
the church without first becoming like Jews.

5.14 Discussion Points
a.
Describe the relationship between the missionary
team and the church in Antioch. Do you think it is
important for a missionary team to be sent by a 		
church and why?
b.

What impact do you think the conversion of 		
Sergius Paulus had on the missionary team?

c.

What do you think was the difference in the approach
that Paul and Barnabas took after the events in 		
Cyprus?
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d.

In what ways was the Holy Spirit leading
the missionary team, sometimes allowing
them to experience encouraging situations
and at other times discouraging events. Name
the encouraging events and the discouraging
events in this chapter and how each one
might have affected Paul, Barnabas and
Mark.
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Chapter 6

Confrontion in Antioch
and the Jerusalem Council
6.1 Trouble in the Home Church of Antioch, Syria
Trouble was brewing. The Jerusalem church had heard
news of the amazing growth of the church in Antioch. In
five short years, the church of mostly Gentile believers had
grown as large if not even bigger than all the churches in
Jerusalem and Judea combined. Not only that. They heard
about how the Antioch church had sent out missionaries
and that there were now at least four churches in the main
cities of the province of Galatia. What was going on? How
were the brethren in these Gentile countries growing so
rapidly? Have they been taught the Gospel and the Holy
Scriptures properly? The apostles in Jerusalem must have
been pondering over these questions.
To some of the pharisees who had joined the
church the most important questions were:
Have they been circumcised? Have they
accepted the Mosaic covenant of observing the
Jewish festivals and kosher diet? Barnabas, they
trusted. After all, Barnabas had been mentored
by the apostles for 14 years before he was sent
to Antioch. But it was unusual of Barnabas
not to have reported back after 5 years! And
why did he travel to Tarsus to invite Paul of all
people to come and help him when he realised
the ministry in Antioch was growing faster than he
could handle by himself?
Concerning Paul, there was a bigger question mark. He was
once a zealous pharisee himself. Then he claims he saw the
risen and ascended Jesus, and now he takes the Gospel to
heathen countries.
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So, the apostles in Jerusalem agreed that Peter should
travel to Antioch to see for himself, what was happening in
that church far north and to report back.

Painting by James Tissot of
Pharisees and Herodians
conspiring against Jesus
c.1890
Source: Brooklyn Museum
via Wikimedia Commons

Unknown to Peter, the group of pharisees
in the church later also decided to send
their representatives to visit the Antioch
church. They did not trust what Peter
would report. If the pharisees and Peter
insisted that all the Gentile believers in
the Antioch Church had to follow the
Jewish customs and the Mosaic Law, then
much of Paul and Barnabas’ work could
be destroyed. A storm was approaching.
6.1A Historical Perspective - Banning of Jews from Rome
In AD 49, Emperor Claudius
issued a decree expelling
all Jews from Rome.
We don’t know the exact
reasons for the decree
but most historians agree
that it was because
the
emperor
found
the Jews troublesome.
Some speculate it could Bust of Emperor Claudius ruled
be because of trouble 37-54 AD
between Christian Jews Source: Altes Museum, Berlin via
Wikimedia Commons
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and the orthodox Jews. But the result of the decree
was that there was increasing hostility toward Jews by
the non-Jews, especially in places that wanted to show
loyalty to Rome or had many Roman citizens. Many of
the banished Jews fled to the more predominantly Greek
cities such as Corinth. A Roman Jew by the name of Aquila
and his wife Priscilla were among them.

6.2 Peter arrives in Antioch, Syria
When news that Peter, the foremost apostle of the 12
chosen personally by Jesus, was coming to visit Antioch,
the church was filled with excitement.
The Gentiles were excited because, at last they were going
to receive recognition from the Jerusalem elders, or so
they thought. Paul and Barnabas must have felt a little
anxious, knowing how different the Antioch church was
in culture and practical lifestyle to the Jerusalem church.
Barnabas must have thought to himself, “well, we did go
to Jerusalem five years ago to bring a famine relief to the
poor. They were so happy to receive our relief and did not
ask me any questions.”
Nevertheless, they were not going to hide
anything. Peter will see the church for what
it really is. They were mostly Gentiles, who
did not observe the Sabbath, nor did they
eat kosher food. None of the Gentiles were
circumcised. But they all loved the Lord and
would happily share their food and meals with
one another. They shared the Gospel and were
willing to shed their old ways of idolatry, and
living promiscuous lives. They were living lives
transformed by the Holy Spirit.
When Peter came, that was what he saw. A lively, loving
assembly of brothers and sisters, coming together to
worship and have meals together. And they sure knew how
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to enjoy themselves in meals, talking loudly and eating
heartily. And Peter joined the Gentiles, eating heartily with
the Gentile brethren. By doing so, Peter was saying that
the former pagans who had received Christ were now on
equal basis with the Jews who had accepted and were
following Christ. There was no need to first become a Jew
before they could be accepted into the Church.
Paul and Barnabas were relieved to see Peter accepting
the Gentiles so readily. The question of circumcision and
kosher food was not brought up… until another group of
Jews arrived from Jerusalem.
6.3 The Pharisees from the Jerusalem church arrive (Acts
15:1)
A few weeks later, a group of Jewish Christians, who had
remained Pharisees, came to Antioch. When they were
welcomed by the Antioch church, they refused to sit with
the Gentile brethren. They chose to sit segregated with
the Jewish brethren only. They started talking about the
importance of observing the Mosaic Law and circumcision.
They claimed to have been sent by the church leaders of
Jerusalem and carried the authority of the apostles.
The Gentiles in the assembly were starting to feel
uncomfortable. Were they not told that they were equals
and that there was no need for them to observe the Jewish
customs? Even Barnabas joined the Jerusalem group for
a while, and separated himself from the Antioch Gentiles
together with Peter.
When Paul saw this happening, he realised that there was
a potential crisis. If the Gentiles were treated as
second class members by the Jerusalem church,
it would have terrible consequences for not only
the Antioch Church, but all the Gentile
churches that they have planted in Galatia.
Paul knew that if he did not nip this problem
in the bud, it would lead to conflict and dissension
in all the Gentile churches.
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Jews eating separately from
the Gentiles after the arrival
of Judean Jews in Antioch.
Source: Life of Apostle Paul ©
Pristine World

6.4 Paul confronts Peter (Galatians 2:11-17)
This was the moment Paul decided to confront Peter, in front
of Barnabas, the Jewish contingent from Jerusalem and all
the whole assembly who were present. Paul realised that
the person to convince was Peter. Peter was still the most
respected of all the 12 apostles and James the brother of
Jesus. The Pharisees were not even a part of the group of
elders and probably came of their own accord. Peter must
be convinced that the work of Christ was sufficient for
salvation. The sacrifice of Christ is complete. There was no
need for any more animal or blood sacrifices. The Gentiles
can be accepted into the church on the basis of their faith
in Christ and they receive the full grace of God.
When Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed
him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12For before
certain men came from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back
and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was
afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group.
13
The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by
their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.
Galataians 2:11

When I saw that they were not acting in line with the
truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all,
“You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew.
How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish
customs?(NIV)

14
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6.5 Attacking the work of Paul and Barnabas in the
Galatian churches
Barnabas, realising the truth of Paul’s words, takes his
former position standing by Paul. Then there is a sharp
debate between the Pharisees and Paul who was now
supported by Barnabas. Peter realises his mistake and
repents of his earlier actions. He then returns to Jerusalem.
But the Pharisee Christians are not satisfied. They insist
that the Gentile Christians must first be circumcised and
follow the Jewish customs before they can be accepted
into the Church.
News reaches Paul that some of the Pharisee Christians had
gone on their own accord to the new churches in Galatia
and planted in them the idea that they needed to follow
the Mosaic Law and be circumcised. This group proclaimed
to the young church that they came with the authority of
the Jerusalem elders. They disparaged Paul, saying that he
was not an apostle but a renegade Pharisee who had left
out an important point in his Gospel which was the Mosaic
Law. To receive salvation, they had to believe in Jesus, but
also to obey the Mosaic Law and be circumcised. Trusting
in Jesus alone was not enough.

Church of St Peter in Antioch
Syria or modern Antakya
Turkey. Source: Wikimedia
Commons
It is believed that it was in
this cave church that Peter
taught many of the early
disciples of Antioch.

Paul knew this message would undermine the Gospel.
Putting the Mosaic Law on an equal basis with the
redeeming work of Christ was saying that the work of the
cross was not enough. Christs death and resurrection was
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not sufficient. One still had to be circumcised and follow
the Law to receive salvation. The Church would be split
and eventually, people would leave.
6.6 Paul writes his Epistle to the Galatians
Paul writes a fiery letter to
the Galatians, reminding
them of what they had
been taught and asking
them why they had so
easily been persuaded by
these imposters. It was by
the grace of God that they
received salvation and the
gift of the Holy Spirit, not
by any works of the Law
or by circumcision. It is
Paul the Apostle by Rembrandt
based on their belief in the c.1657. Source: Wikimedia Commons
works of Christ that their
sins were forgiven. They should not abandon this belief.
Paul knew that the matter would not be settled here. So,
Paul and Barnabas decided they had to go to Jerusalem
to settle the question. Do the Gentiles need to become
Jews first before they could be accepted into the church
or is faith in Jesus Christ sufficient? Paul did not want his
churches to be excommunicated by the mother church
in Jerusalem. He wanted to maintain one body of Christ
made up of Jewish and Gentile churches.
Representing the church of Antioch, Syria, Paul and
Barnabas travelled 800 km south to Jerusalem to meet up
with the elders. Along the way, in Phoenicia and Samaria,
they met up with the brethren and reported to them how
the Gentiles were turning to God by the thousands. This
news brought joy and encouragement to the assemblies.
A 7-minute video on how to understand Paul’s letter to the
Galatians, click:
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6.7 The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:2-6)
There was a tangible tension in the room as soon as
Barnabas and Paul walked in. The elders of the Jerusalem
church together with Peter and James, the brother of the
Lord sat in the centre of a small group of the elders. The
Pharisees and some observers sat in the outer circle. Most
of the elders recognised Barnabas and warmly welcomed
him. But there was a mixed reaction when Paul entered
the room. Some greeted him. Others turn the other way.
James, who was chairing the council called the meeting to
order.

The Jerusalem Council.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

After the customary greetings and salutations, Paul and
Barnabas were invited to give an account of their work
in Antioch. The report given was impressive. By this time,
the church in Antioch, Syria had a membership of close of
several thousands. They met in homes, in halls, in fields, in
caves and in wherever was most convenient and available.
The growth had far exceeded what any of the apostles had
expected.
Now they had spawned baby churches in Asia Minor; in
Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Perga, Pamphylia
and Attalia where they had appointed elders to care for the
new converts.
While James and the elders were processing the
achievements of the two travelling missionaries, someone
from the group of Pharisees shouted, “the Gentiles must be
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circumcised and told to obey the Law of Moses.” Then there
was an uproar in the room. Many people were speaking at
the same time. Not all of them were in agreement with
the Pharisees. Some of them realised that God was doing a
new work among the Gentiles and that they should accept
it. But there were many who were opposed to such a
thought. How could it possibly happen? The Gentiles must
accept circumcision and follow the Jewish customs before
they could be received into the church.

St Peter and St Paul painting by El Greco c.1590
Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg via
Wikimedia Commons

Finally, Peter stood up and began his
speech. Everyone hushed realising
that Peter was now going to give his
opinion on this matter. They wanted
to hear his words. Paul and Barnabas
believe firmly that what they have done is in line with
scripture and the leading of the Holy Spirit. But what Peter
would say was still important because they wanted to be
in unity with the Jerusalem church. And so they all listened
carefully to what Peter had to say. We are blessed that Luke
had recorded in detail the speech and the outcome of the
meeting. We turn to Acts chapter 15 for the record made
by Dr Luke.
After a long debate Peter stood up and said, “My
friends, you know that a long time ago God chose me from
among you to preach the Good News to the Gentiles, so
that they could hear and believe. 8And God, who knows
the thoughts of everyone, showed his approval of the
Gentiles by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he had
to us. 9He made no difference between us and them; he
forgave their sins because they believed. 10So then, why do
you now want to put God to the test by laying a load on
the backs of the believers which neither our ancestors nor
Acts 15:7
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we ourselves were able to carry? 11No! We believe and are
saved by the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they are.”

Peter Speaking at the Jerusalem
Council
Source: Life of Apostle Paul ©
Pristine World

The whole group was silent as they heard Barnabas and
Paul report all the miracles and wonders that God had
performed through them among the Gentiles. 13When they
had finished speaking, James spoke up: “Listen to me, my
friends! 14Simon has just explained how God first showed
his care for the Gentiles by taking from among them a
people to belong to him. 15The words of the prophets agree
completely with this. As the scripture says,
16
‘After this I will return, says the Lord,
and restore the kingdom of David.
I will rebuild its ruins
and make it strong again.
17
And so all the rest of the human race will come to me,
all the Gentiles whom I have called to be my own.
18
So says the Lord, who made this known long ago.’
12

“It is my opinion,” James went on, “that we should not
trouble the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20Instead, we
should write a letter telling them not to eat any food that
is ritually unclean because it has been offered to idols; to
keep themselves from sexual immorality; and not to eat
any animal that has been strangled, or any blood. 21For the
Law of Moses has been read for a very long time in the
synagogues every Sabbath, and his words are preached in
every town.”(GNT)

19
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St James the Just Neo Byzantine
Icon painting of James the
brother of the Lord
Source: Wikimedia Commons

6.8 The Letter to the Gentile Believers (Acts 15:22-35)
The apostles realised that the decision had to be put in
writing, signed by the apostles and elders and delivered
by two respected leaders from the Jerusalem church who
would accompany Paul and Barnabas as they returned to
the Antioch, Syria. Again, we turn to Luke for a detailed
record of what happened found in Acts.
“We, the apostles and the elders, your brothers, send
greetings to all our brothers of Gentile birth who live in
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. 24We have heard that some who
went from our group have troubled and upset you by what
they said; they had not, however, received any instruction
from us.

Acts 15:23

And so we have met together and have all agreed to
choose some messengers and send them to you. They will
go with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul, 26who have
risked their lives in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ.
27
We send you, then, Judas and Silas, who will tell you in
person the same things we are writing.
25

The Holy Spirit and we have agreed not to put any other
burden on you besides these necessary rules: 29eat no food
that has been offered to idols; eat no blood; eat no animal
that has been strangled; and keep yourselves from sexual

28
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immorality. You will do well if you take care not to do these
things. With our best wishes.”
The messengers were sent off and went to Antioch, where
they gathered the whole group of believers and gave them
the letter. 31When the people read it, they were filled with
joy by the message of encouragement. 32Judas and Silas,
who were themselves prophets, spoke a long time with
them, giving them courage and strength. 33After spending
some time there, they were sent off in peace by the
believers and went back to those who had sent them(GNT)
30

6.9 The Apostles return to Antioch with the Letter
When Paul and Barnabas arrived in Antioch, Syria, with
the news of the decision made at the Jerusalem council,
the whole church rejoiced. A Gentile church was now
recognised by the Jerusalem Church to be an equal partner
in the body of Christ. Only a few conditions were placed on
the Gentiles, mainly for the sake of keeping harmony with
their Jewish brethren.
6.10 Summary of the Jerusalem Council
The question of whether Gentiles can be accepted into
the church without undergoing circumcision is confronted
at this point. Paul and Barnabas point out that Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross is a sufficient atonement for salvation.
There is no need to add the law. The result was that the
Jerusalem elders led by James the brother of the Lord, and
Simon Peter, made a decision to accept the Gentiles with
four provisions stated in their letter:
a. Do not eat food offered to idols
b. Eat no blood
c. Do not eat animals which have been strangled
d. Abstain from sexual immorality
Understanding the pagan surroundings of
the cities in Gentile countries, the first 3
restrictions were made so that the Jewish and
Gentile Christians could have fellowship meals
together.
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Abstaining from sexual immorality was specially mentioned
because many of the Gentile Christians came from a
pagan background where visiting temple prostitutes
was accepted. It was a moral code mentioned in the Ten
Commandments and reaffirmed by Jesus.
Paul and Barnabas made strenuous efforts to ensure that
the predominantly Gentile churches they were setting up
would be accepted by the mother church in Jerusalem.
Later on, Antioch and other churches such as in Corinth
and Ephesus would send out their own missionaries within
their provinces. After 73 AD, when Jerusalem was sacked
and the Temple destroyed by the Romans, we do not hear
of the Jerusalem church in history anymore until Emperor
Constantine’s time.
6.11 Discussion Points
a.
Why do you think the question of allowing Gentiles
to join the church without circumcision or first
becoming Jews was such an important issue at that
time? What do you think were the motivations of
those who opposed Paul?
b.

Why were Paul and Barnabas opposed to forcing the
Gentiles to become Jews first before they could join
the church? What would it have said about the
sacrifice made by Jesus?

c.

What role model did the Jerusalem Council play for
how the church could solve difficult
theological questions in later history and in
today’s church?
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Chapter 7

The Second Missionary
Journey
“You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of
severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the
joy given by the Holy Spirit.”1 Thessalonians 1:6
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:22)
Team: Paul, Silas, Timothy, Luke, Priscilla and Aquila
Period: AD c. 50 – 53
Distance Covered: Approx. 4500 km
Main Route: Syria, Cilicia, Galatia, Asia Minor, Macedonia,
Achaia, Asia Minor, Judea, Syria
Churches Planted: Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Corinth

Paul’s second missionary journey would cover about 4500 km in distance in about 3 years. His main route would cover Cilicia, Galatia,
Asia Minor, Macedonia, Greece and Judea.
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7.1 Paul desires to visit his churches in Galatia and Asia
Minor
Paul now wanted to visit the churches he had planted
together with Barnabas during their first missionary
journey. He was anxious to see how they were doing after
the debacle with the unauthorised Jewish visitors and
after Paul had written them the fiery words contained in
the Galatian epistle.
7.2 Paul and Barnabas take different paths (Acts 15:3741)
Barnabas wanted to give John Mark a
second chance and bring him again.
But Paul was adamant that Mark
should not follow them. He felt that
Mark could not take the pressure
of the trip and did not want to be
burdened by him. There was a sharp
dispute between them and finally,
they agreed that they should go their
separate ways. It was many years later
before Paul was reconciled with John
Mark and found him a great help to
his work.
Barnabas really wanted to visit Cyprus,
his home country. He felt that in their
last journey, they had passed through Apostle Silas
Cyprus too quickly. There was not Source: Wikimedia
enough time to establish churches Commons
there. He wanted to spend more time there to build up
the church and he wanted to give Mark a second chance.
The Apostle Musical
Paul and Barnabas preach the Gospel

Click here for link to go to Paul
and Silas preach the Gospel:
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Paul wanted to go through Cilicia, his home country, where
perhaps he had already started a church during the years
before Barnabas came looking for him to join the Antioch
Syria church. More critically, Paul wanted to see his Galatian
churches again, to see how they had responded to his fiery
letter and after the disturbances created by the Jews from
Jerusalem. This time he chose Silas to be his companion.

7.2A Historical Perspective – John Mark
Painting of the four Evangelists
or the Gospel writers from left
to right: Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John, the second youngest
by Jacob Jordaens c. 1625. This
is a painting of an imaginary
scenario as it was very unlikely
the four evangelists ever got
together.
Source: The Louvre Museum via Wikimedia Commons

St Mark’s Cathedral in St Mark’s Square,
Venice is believed to house the bones of
John Mark. In the middle ages, rulers would
spread such rumours in order to raise the
prestige of a city, so we do not know for sure.
Painter unknown from Wikimedia Commons
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There were some advantages of bringing Silas with him.
Silas was from the Jerusalem church and could bear witness
to what the apostles had said during the Jerusalem Council
where they accepted the Gentiles who had put their faith
in Jesus, but not been circumcised. Silas was also a Roman
citizen. Travelling through the Roman empire in Gentile
country, the two of them with their Roman citizenship
could expect some level of protection.
7.2B Historical Perspective – John Mark
John Mark subsequently played an important role in the
early church. He followed Peter when the latter started
travelling and preaching the Gospel outside of Judea. Peter
was a fisherman from Galilee but he was an eyewitness and
chosen by Jesus to be the leader of the 12 apostles. Mark
translated for Peter
when he was in front
of a Greek audience.
Before Peter’s death,
he told Mark many
of the events of the
life of Jesus and Mark
faithfully
recorded
them. Mark’s Gospel
is believed to be the
earliest Gospel to
have been written
and probably formed
a reference point for
many of the later
Gospels.
Inside St Mark’s Cathedral in Venice.
Photo by: Author

7.3 Paul travels to Derbe and Lystra (Acts 16:1-5)
The stop at Derbe was uneventful. Derbe was a peaceful
town where the Christians probably were not troubled by
the citizens. At Lystra, there was a young man Timothy,
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probably in his early twenties, who had witnessed the
stoning of Paul and Barnabas as they were expelled from
the city two years ago.
Timothy’s grandmother, Lois, and his mother, Eunice,
were devout Jews who were converted during Paul’s first
missionary journey. Timothy was highly regarded by the
church in Lystra and made such a good impression on
Paul that Paul asked him to join them on their missionary
journey. The church of Lystra gave their approval.
However, before they left, Paul had Timothy circumcised
first. This seemed like a strange thing to do for someone
who had fought so hard for Gentiles to be free from having
to observe Jewish rituals. Timothy had a Greek father but
his mother was a Jew. To the Jews, that was sufficient
reason for Timothy to be considered Jewish and therefore
it was expected of him to be circumcised. Paul did not want
this to be a hindrance to his ministry because the apostles
were expected to be able to preach in synagogues as well
as in the market place.

Timothy had witnessed what happened during Paul and Barnabas’s first
visit to Lystra Drawing on tapestry by Raphael c.1515.
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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7.4 An unexpected but Strategic Change in direction of
the Missionaries (Acts 16:6-10)
Paul was still persona non grata in Lystra since he was last
expelled, he probably did not stay very long there. The
troubles he encountered in Galatia must have helped him
formulate a two-fold strategy: Win individuals to Christ
where there was opportunity and to form churches that
would endure without him and even send out missionaries
to repeat the process. He wanted to find a city well
positioned to be a centre of missionary activities and
where he could stay for a longer time to teach and build
up leaders.
When they came to Mysia, they tried to move further inland
to the province of Bithynia but somehow the Holy Spirit

Alexandria Troas. Photos from Google Earth
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would not allow them. Then they went down to the port
city of Troas. One night Paul received a vision of a man of
Macedonia pleading with him to “Come over to Macedonia
and help” them. Paul saw this as a sign that God was calling
them to change direction. Instead of moving deeper into
Asia Minor, they would sail over and preach the Gospel in
Europe.
This was a strategic junction in the movement of the
Gospel message. For the first time, the Gospel message
was moving to the continent of Europe.

Alexandria Troas was an ancient Greek City, now on the tip of the western
coast of Turkey facing the Aegean Sea near the modern village of Daylan.
Photos from Google Earth.

The Apostle Musical
In a Dream – Vision of a
Macedonian man calling for
help
Click here for link to go
to the Apostle Musical:
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7.5 Journey to Philippi (Acts 16:11-12)
Luke the ‘beloved physician’ joined the missionary team
as they sailed from Troas. The record from Acts now reads
‘we’ which includes Luke the author. They journeyed from
Troas and spent the night in Samothrace island which is
about a day’s sailing away. The next day, they sailed to
Philippi, which was a Roman colony and a leading city of
the district of Macedonia. Here they landed in the port
town of Neapolis which today is called Kavala.

Neapolis, today called Kavala in Greece.
Photo by: Pr Chris Choo

From here they climbed the Pangaean Range using the
broad Via Egnatia, one of the great roads to Rome. From
the top of the pass, they saw the city of Philippi.
7.5A Historical Perspective – Philippi
Philippi was named after Philip of Macedonia, the father
of Alexander the Great. But what made it famous during
the time of Paul, was that in the plains just outside the city,
a key battle was fought in 42 BC.
The 22-legion army of Mark Antony and Octavian had
marched eastward along the Via Egnatia toward Philippi
where they defeated the 19-legion army of Brutus and
Cassius, the murderers of Julius Caesar in 44 BC.
Many veteran Roman soldiers and Romans of noble birth
were given land and settled in Philippi. Roman citizens
were treated with respect.
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The Death of Brutus and Cassius at the Battle of Philippi in 42 AD. Oil
Painting by Pauwels Casteels c.1649.
Source: Wikimedia Commons
For a 5-minute Drive through of Where is Ancient Philippi click:

Ancient Neapolis is today called Kavala, a southern port city of Greece.

7.6 Looking for the Man of Macedonia and Finding a
Woman (Acts 16:13-15)
Philippi was a major city in Macedonia and had a population
of about 30,000. They were proud of their Roman heritage.
The city was self-governing and the citizens wanted to
keep it that way. If there was trouble in the city, Rome
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could easily revoke their unique privileges of autonomy
and install a Governor or Prefect.
When Paul and his friends arrived, they started looking for a
synagogue but they could not find any. They had to change
from their usual strategy of preaching in the synagogues
first. There were no Jews to be found, definitely not the
10 Hebrew men required to form a congregation for a
synagogue. Paul thought, perhaps he might meet someone
who would resemble the man he saw in his vision who
called to him to “come over to Macedonia to help”. But
there was no one who resembled the man in his vision.
Man of Macedonia calling for help
in Paul’s dream.
Source: Free Bible Images

On the Sabbath, Paul and his
friends went outside the city
gates to look for a quiet place,
if possible near a river or
brook, where some Jews
might gather to worship. There on the banks of the Gangites
River, they found a group of women gathered together.
The leader of the group was a woman of distinction named
Lydia. The women were not Jews. They were God-fearers,
Gentiles who believed in the God of Israel but who had not
yet accepted and practiced all the Jewish rituals.
Lydia was a prosperous Gentile businesswoman who
produced and traded purple cloth. When Paul started
to share the Gospel with this group and explained how
all the Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus
Christ, God opened Lydia’s
heart and she became Paul’s
first convert in Europe. Later,
she and her household were
baptised and she invited Paul
Lydia invites Paul and Silas to her home.
Source: Free Bible Images
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and his friends to stay in her home. Many of her friends also
believed and were baptised. A church had been planted in
Philippi.
Paul saw a man in his vision of a Macedonian call for help.
But when he came to Macedonia, he found a devout and
capable woman in Lydia who would play an important role
in the establishment of a church in Philippi.
Lydia of Thyatira By: Harold Copping
Source: Wikimedia Commons

St Lydia church in the village of
Lydia, Kavala municipality, Greece.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

To view the ruins of Philippi in
Greece today, go to Google Earth
by clicking:
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7.6A Historical Perspective - Lydia of Thyatira
The city of Thyatira from where Lydia came from was
famous for its dye industry and trade guilds. It was famous
for high quality dyeing of purple cloth which was obtained
either from shellfish or from the roots of plants. Thyatira
had more trade guilds than any other Roman city in Asia
Minor. Purple was a royal colour and those who traded
with royal purple were usually people of connections.
Synagogues were usually a place where Jews would gather
to pray or worship. Jewish tradition required at least ten
adult Jewish men to have a quorum for a synagogue.
Where there was no synagogue, like in the city of Philippi,
the Jews could gather in an open space outside the city
to pray. Such places were called ‘proseuches’ in Greek and
were usually situated on the bank of a stream or the shore
of a sea where there was water for the washing of hands
before prayer.
Outdoor chapel
near where Lydia
was baptised
Photo by: Pr Chris
Choo

Stained Glass Art Inside St Lydia chapel.
Photo by: Pr Chris Choo
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7.7 Flogging and Imprisonment in Philippi (Acts 16:16-24)
Paul was not inclined to accept free board and lodging, but
Lydia was a woman of persuasion. Accepting the hospitality
of Lydia, Paul and his friends were free to focus on preaching
the Gospel. They made Philippi their base of operations
and stayed there for some time, strengthening the church.
Perhaps some months had passed peacefully until one
day, while they were walking to a riverside in Philippi to
worship, they met a slave girl who was possessed by an
evil spirit. The spirit enabled her to tell people’s fortune
and she made a lot of money for her owners. The girl had
been following Paul and his friends around for several days
already, shouting very loudly that Paul and his friends were
servants of the Most High God, showing people the way to
salvation. One day Paul was much exasperated by the girl’s
constant heckling, he turned around and commanded the
spirit to come out of the girl. Immediately, the spirit left
the girl. The girl became quiet and lost all her powers of
clairvoyance.

Paul and Silas chained in a
dungeon after a flogging
© Pristine World

Her owners realised they now had lost a very profitable
source of income and became furious. They seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the
magistrates. The owners accused them of being dangerous
Jews who were teaching customs that were against the
law and causing civil unrest in the city. The crowd became
enraged. Seeing the mood of the crowd, the magistrates
wanting to show that they kept the Roman law strictly and
were not going to allow anyone to teach illegal customs
or to disturb the peace, they had Paul and Silas severely
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flogged. Then they were thrown into the most secure part
of the prison and ordered the jailor was ordered to clamp
their feet in stocks.
7.8 Songs that bring about an Earthquake
From the comfort of Lydia’s home in the morning, to be
suddenly flogged and thrown into a maximum-security
prison was quite a shock to Paul and Barnabas. Bleeding
from their wounds and throbbing in pain, it did not stop
them from praying and singing praises to God from inside
their prison cell.
Then a most amazing thing happened. Just as Joshua’s
trumpets and the shouts of the Israelites brought down
the walls of Jericho, something awesome happened in the
prison of Philippi when the apostles raised their voices in
songs of worship.
Luke’s record brings us right into the middle of the action:
Acts 16:26
Suddenly there was a violent earthquake, which
shook the prison to its foundations. At once all the doors
opened, and the chains fell off all the prisoners. 27The jailer
woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he
thought that the prisoners had escaped; so he pulled out
his sword and was about to kill himself. 28But Paul shouted
at the top of his voice, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all
here!”
The jailer called for a light, rushed in, and fell trembling
at the feet of Paul and Silas. 30Then he led them out and
asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
29

They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved—you and your family.” 32Then they preached
the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in the
house. 33At that very hour of the night the jailer took them
and washed their wounds; and he and all his family were
baptized at once. 34Then he took Paul and Silas up into his
house and gave them some food to eat. He and his family
were filled with joy, because they now believed in God.(GNT)
31
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The Apostle Musical
The Musical The Apostle –
The way of the wicked on
YouTube:
Believe in your heart from
the musical: The Apostle on
YouTube:

Paul and the Philippian jailer
Art by John Saul Howson c.1819.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

For further reading of
Punishment of Roman
Officers for dereliction of
duty.
Click here for link to go to
Punishments in Ancient Rome:

7.9 Roman Citizenship
Sometime that night, as the jailer cut off Paul’s tunic and
was washing Paul’s wounds, he would have noticed a
leather cord around Paul’s neck. The leather cord was a
diptych, proof of Paul’s Roman citizenship.
“You are a Roman citizen?” he asked
“Yes, I am, in fact we both are.” Paul answered
“The magistrates have beaten a Roman citizen in Philippi?”
“Actually, two” replied Silas.
The next morning, the jailer sent word to the magistrates
that they had beaten and imprisoned two Roman citizens
without a trial or even a hearing.
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As the assistants arrived at the magistrates’ office, a
leading lady of the city was already there. Lydia came to
inform the magistrates that they had publicly flogged two
Roman citizens without trial and unless they released them
immediately, there were going to be consequences.
Rome was waiting for an opportunity to bring back their
governors or even a military ruler. The jailer’s assistants
arrived and confirmed what Lydia had said. Now the
magistrates were worried. Not only Rome would take
action, the earthquake that happened last night was a sign
that the gods were not happy, they thought.
7.9A Historical Perspective
Proof of Roman Citizenship
To prove their Roman citizenship abroad, Romans could
produce the grant of citizenship or their birth certificate,
both of which were in the form of the previously mentioned
diptych which was small enough for citizens to carry when
they were out of town. If there were doubts regarding
the person claiming to be a citizen or the document itself,
witnesses could be called. Paul had friends in the city.
He had relatives who could file charges against the city
magistrates.
Source: www.romae-vitam.com

7.10 You are Free to Go … No, Say Sorry First said the
prisoners (Acts 16:35-40)
The magistrates quickly sent their enforcement officers
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to the prison. “You are free to go. Go in peace” said the
officers.
“You whipped us in public without a trial. Then you send
us to prison in chains and put us in stocks. We are Roman
citizens. Let the magistrates come and personally deliver
their apologies, or Rome would hear of this.”
By the Lex Valeria, the Lex Porcia, and more recently the
Lex Julia, a Roman citizen could not be beaten except for
refusal to obey a direct order of a magistrate, and then only
after a full trial with formal conviction. By flogging Paul and
Silas publicly without trial, they had exposed themselves
to complaint at Rome and put Philippi’s autonomy at risk
even. (source: John Pollock p.134)
At the market place, when Paul and Silas had been beaten,
the people might have thought that this Christian belief
that Paul had preached was perhaps something unlawful
and to be scorned. Paul had to bring dignity back for the
sake of the church and even give a warning to anyone who
wanted to make a mockery of the brethren in Philippi. He
wanted his brethren to be respected, even protected by
the magistrates.
For more details about what
happens when a Roman Citizen is
wrongly detained or flogged go
to:

The magistrates arrived sweating in a huff and apologised
to the apostles. They led them out of the prison and asked
them to leave the city. But Lydia insisted they come to her
house to recover for a few days before leaving the city. Paul
and his friends took the opportunity to meet the believers
as often as he could in Lydia’s house and gave them words
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of encouragement as well as instructions on how they could
organise their church. After they had recovered from their
wounds and had some time to instruct the young church in
the teachings of the Gospel, they bade them farewell. Paul
said he would return or write to them.
A church was now planted in Philippi, a leading city in
Macedonia. Luke stayed behind to help with the young
church.
7.11 On to Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-4)

Paul and his friends now travelled westward on the great
road Via Egnatia. They passed by Amphipolis and Apollonia
and came to Thessalonica where there was a significant
Jewish minority. Paul went to the synagogue and for three
Sabbaths, he preached there, explaining how Jesus fulfilled
the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah. Some of
the Jews believed, but an even bigger number of Gentiles;
leading women and God-fearers, who were present at the
synagogue also believed.

Thessalonica, today called Thessaloniki c.1917
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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A church was planted in Thessalonica and met at the home
of a Jewish convert named Jason. Paul spent some time in
Thessalonica but resumed his tent-making or leather works
to pay for his own needs. He wanted to set an example to
the Christians there to work even as they worshipped and
waited for the coming of Christ. He was greatly encouraged
by the Philippian church which regularly sent him financial
gifts to support his ministry.

To go to Thessaloniki on Google Earth click:

7.11A History of Thessalonica
The city of Thessaloniki was founded in 315 BC by Cassander
of Macedon and was named after his wife Thessalonike,
daughter of Philip II of Macedon and sister of Alexander
the Great.
Thessalonica was located at the intersection of two
major Roman roads, one leading from Italy eastward (Via
Egnatia) and the other from the Danube to the Aegean.
Thessalonica prospered because of its strategic location
and later it was made the capital and major port of the
whole Roman province of Macedonia (146 BC). In 42 BC,
after the battle at Philippi, Thessalonica was made a free
city by Mark Antony. Under Caesar Augustus, Thessalonica
became the most important military centre in Macedonia.
It was a large and important port city in Paul’s time but
the people, especially the Jews were very hostile toward
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the apostles. The city was visited by famous figures such
as Alexander the Great, Cleopatra, Cicero, Pompey and
Suleyman I the Magnificent. Mustafa Kemal, the father of
modern Turkey was born in this city. But no resident or
visitor had a greater influence on the city than an obscure
missionary of the first century AD, Paul of Tarsus. Today,
Thessaloniki is the second largest city in Greece with a
population of over a million.
For a 6-minute YouTube Drive Through Tour of
Where is Ancient Thessalonica

The ancient walls of Thessaloniki - photo taken in 2012
Source: Wikimedia Commons

7.12 Riot in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5-9)
As the church grew, the Jews in Thessalonica started to feel
jealous. Here is the record from Acts chapter 17
But some Jews were jealous and gathered worthless
loafers from the streets and formed a mob. They set the
whole city in an uproar and attacked the home of a man
named Jason, in an attempt to find Paul and Silas and bring
them out to the people. 6But when they did not find them,
they dragged Jason and some other believers before the
city authorities and shouted, “These men have caused
trouble everywhere! Now they have come to our city, 7and
Jason has kept them in his house. They are all breaking
the laws of the Emperor, saying that there is another king,
whose name is Jesus.”
Acts 17:5
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With these words they threw the crowd and the city
authorities in an uproar. 9The authorities made Jason
and the others pay the required amount of money to be
released, and then let them go.(GNT)
8

The Jews of Thessalonica accused Paul and his friends
of preaching another king other than the Emperor and
therefore breaking the law. But because they could not find
Paul, they made Jason pay the bail. That night the believers
sent Paul and Silas out of the city and on to Berea.

Ancient Agoria of
Thessaloniki
Source: Wikimedia
Commons
Another view of the ancient
Agoria in Thessaloniki
Source: Wikimedia Commons

7.13 The Noble Bereans (Acts 17:10-15)
Berea was high in the mountains about 97 km away from
Thessalonica. With the cool mountain air and a resort-like
town, it was also a trading centre and home to many Jewish
merchants.
As was his practice, Paul and Silas preached at the
Synagogue at the first Sabbath opportunity. They found
the Bereans more open-minded than the Thessalonians.
They listened to Paul and then examined the Scriptures to
see if the words of Paul were true for themselves.
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Timothy had arrived in Berea with good news. The church
in Thessalonica was standing strong in spite of persecution.
The apostles were encouraged.
As a result of Paul’s preaching many Jews and God-fearers
believed. Many of the Greeks of high social standing also
believed and soon an assembly of believers was formed.
But when the Jews of Thessalonica heard about Paul and
Silas preaching the word in Berea, they came and started
to incite a mob in Berea.
The believers knew that Paul and his friends were now
in danger. Almost immediately they sent Paul away and
travelled with him to Athens while Silas and Timothy stayed
on in Berea to help build up the church. Before the Bereans
left him in Athens, Paul asked them to instruct Silas and
Timothy to join him as soon as possible.

From Thessalonica to the highlands of Berea
Satellite 3-D rendition from Google Earth
To go to Berea or the modern city of Veria via
Google Earth:

History of Berea from Wikipedia:
Click here for link to go to Wikipedia (Veria):
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Synagogue in Veria, the modern
city of Berea, in Greece c. 2011
Source: Wikimedia Commons

7.14 Paul Arrives in Athens (Acts 17:16-34)
Ancient Athens was the centre of the Western world’s
learning, art and culture. It was also the centre of some of
the most beautiful temples and statues dedicated to the
gods. The Athenians were open to all kinds of philosophies
and religions. Luke even described them as: Acts 17 21For all
the citizens of Athens and the foreigners who lived there
liked to spend all their time telling and hearing the latest
new thing.(GNT)
Paul was alone here. Silas and Timothy were still in Berea,
while Luke was probably still in Philippi. As Paul wandered
the streets of Athens he noticed the many gods and
philosophies being espoused in the market place of Athens.
He found a synagogue and preached the Gospel to the
Jews and the God-fearers and soon people talked about
his ‘new religion’. Then, in the market place, Epicureans
and Stoic teachers began to debate with him, calling him
an ignorant show-off.
They invited Paul to speak of his Gospel in front of the
city council, the Areopagus. They wanted to know more
about what Paul was teaching. Paul knew that his audience
were Greeks who knew nothing about the Old Testament
scriptures. So he changed his approach and spoke to them
using literature that they were familiar with, quoting from
their ancient philosophers.
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Painting of ancient Athens by Leo
Von Klenze c.1846
Source: Bavarian State Painting
Collections via Wikimedia
Commons

7.15 Paul’s Sermon on Mars Hill
Luke has recorded for us his
famous presentation of the Gospel on the Areopagus.

Paul stood up in front of the city council and said, “I
see that in every way you Athenians are very religious.
23
For as I walked through your city and looked at the places
where you worship, I found an altar on which is written,
‘To an Unknown God.’ That which you worship, then, even
though you do not know it, is what I now proclaim to you.
24
God, who made the world and everything in it, is Lord of
heaven and earth and does not live in temples made by
human hands. 25Nor does he need anything that we can
supply by working for him, since it is he himself who gives
life and breath and everything else to everyone.
Acts 17:22

From one human being he created all races of people
and made them live throughout the whole earth. He
himself fixed beforehand the exact times and the limits
of the places where they would live. 27He did this so that
they would look for him, and perhaps find him as they felt
around for him. Yet God is actually not far from any one of
us; 28as someone has said, ‘In him we live and move and
exist.’ It is as some of your poets have said, ‘We too are
his children.’ 29Since we are God’s children, we should not
suppose that his nature is anything like an image of gold or
silver or stone, shaped by human art and skill. 30God has
overlooked the times when people did not know him, but
now he commands all of them everywhere to turn away
from their evil ways. 31For he has fixed a day in which he
will judge the whole world with justice by means of a man
26
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3-D Archaeological imagining of
ancient Acropolis of Athens. The
Parthenon is at summit top right. In
the foreground is Mars Hill where
Paul would have delivered his
sermon of Acts 17.

he has chosen. He has given
proof of this to everyone by
raising that man from death!”

Source: John Goodinson and
Dimitris Tsalkanis via Free Bible
Images

Parthenon in Athens
c.1978
Source: Wikimedia Commons

When they heard
Paul speak about a
raising from death,
some of them made fun of him, but others said, “We want
to hear you speak about this again.” 33And so Paul left the
meeting. 34Some men joined him and believed, among
whom was Dionysius, a member of the council; there was
also a woman named Damaris, and some other people.(GNT)
32

Acropolis and Aeropagus (Mars Hill) from where Paul delivers his speech in
Athens in 3-D from Google Earth
To go to Google Earth, click:
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7.15A Historical Perspective
Paul’s References to Greek Philosophers
Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill uses words which are tactful
and appropriate which echoes passages in Eumenides of
Aeschylus where Athene tells how the Court of Areopagus
came to be instituted. Then he uses Plato’s reference, in
the Tenth Book of the Republic, to the great Architect of
the Universe who ‘makes everything which grows out of
the ground and animates all living things,” referring to God
the Creator. He also introduced direct quotations from the
Cretan poet Epimenides and Aratus the Cilician. He was
‘being polite but un-sycophantic’ as described by J. Pollock
Source: The Apostle by J. Pollock p.150.

Everyday life in ancient Athens: debates about
philosophies. Source: Greek Reporter

7.15B Athens – Historical Perspective

The School of Athens, a famous fresco by the Italian Renaissance
artist Raphael, with Plato and Aristotle as the central figures in the
scene. Source: Wikimedia Commons
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Athens was a relatively small city of around 20,000 to
25,000 inhabitants. It was an important centre of learning
and culture, although it was described by a Roman poet
in 46 BC as a quiet and ‘empty’ city. Why didn’t Paul make
it a base of operations like Corinth of Ephesus? There are
no recorded epistles of Paul written to Athens and we hear
nothing of a church or assembly of believers until much
later. There are two possible reasons why Paul did not
establish a church in Athens: (1) The Athenians were too
entrenched in their philosophies and thought highly of
themselves. They had many philosophies which centred
around or were derived from two main schools of thought,
the Epicureans and the Stoics. (2) Paul was in a hurry to
move on to Corinth, led by the Spirit.
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians seems to give some
clue as to his reasoning. There he describes how when he
first arrived in Corinth, just having left Athens, he decides
not to speak using the wisdom of the world but to speak
the Gospel plainly. “I did not come with eloquence of
human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about
God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified…My message and my
preaching were not with wise and persuasive worlds, but
with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.”(1 Corinthians 2:1-4 NIV)
However, Paul’s visit to Athens was not completely fruitless.
Among the believers who were converted by Paul was
Dionysius, a judge at the Council of the Areopagus and also
a prominent woman named Damaris. There is speculation
that Damaris might have been the wife of Dionysius, and
they both continued to follow Paul, learning from him, and
later became the bishop of a fledgling church in Athens.
Damaris is venerated as saint in the Catholic and Eastern
Orthodox churches.
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7.16 Laughter and Rejection in Athens (Acts 17:32-34)
While a few people believed and invited Paul to stay and
teach them more, the vast majority of them laughed and
mocked Paul’s message. They could not accept the concept
of resurrection and were unconvinced that God would do
such a thing. There is no record of a church being formed
and shortly after, Paul left Athens alone without staying
for long as was his usual approach when he was planting a
church in the city.
He must have left word for Silas and Timothy not to look
for him in Athens but to go to Corinth, which was his next
stop.

Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill
Source: Wikimedia Commons

7.17 Corinth

© Pristine World

Paul travels to Corinth alone. Corinth was the capital of
Achaia, a large and strategic commercial city because it
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controlled the Isthmus and port of Cenchrea. It imposed
fees for cargo and even small ships which could be hauled
overland across the narrow 6 km wide isthmus which
separates the Aegean Sea and the Ionian Sea, shortening
the sailing distance by about 300 km of pirate infested seas.

To go to Google Earth click:
For a 5-minute YouTube Drive Through Tour of Ancient Corinth

7.18 Paul’s Arrival in Corinth (Acts 18:1-3)
Paul’s message was not well received in Athens and he was
very worried about the churches in Macedonia. But while
waiting for his friends to join him, Paul preached alone in
the city. We have an idea of how he was feeling at this time
when we read a letter he wrote to the Corinthians years
later:
When I first came to you, dear brothers and
sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and impressive wisdom to
tell you God’s secret plan. 2For I decided that while I was
with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ,
the one who was crucified. 3I came to you in weakness—
timid and trembling. 4And my message and my preaching
were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive
speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. 5I
did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the
power of God.(NLT)
1 Corinthians 2:1
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A good description of how Paul must have felt after his
experience in Athens is put into music in the musical The
Apostle. To hear it click:
Corinth on the Isthmus
Source: Corinthian Matters

You Are Not Alone
Click here for link to go to the Apostle Musical:

7.19 Paul is encouraged by friends (Acts 18:4-11)
Soon, Paul makes friends with Aquila, a Jew and his wife,
Priscilla. This couple had come from Rome when Emperor
Claudius ordered all Jews to leave Rome and made their
home in Corinth. Aquila probably was younger than Paul
and had been an early convert when the Christian faith
reached Rome by means which have not been precisely
determined. His wife, by her name, may have been Latin
and of a higher class than her husband. They became good
friends and Paul joined their business in working with
leather or tents while he stayed in Corinth and preached
whenever he had the opportunity.

Paul in the tent and leather craft business. Source: © Pristine World
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Soon, Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia with
good news that the churches in Macedonia were standing
strong in spite of persecution.
7.20 First to the Jews then to the Gentiles
Paul preached the Gospel in the synagogues and to the
Jews and Greeks, testifying to them how Jesus is the
Messiah. But the Jews started to oppose him and said
evil things about him. After some time, Paul decided not
to preach in the synagogue anymore. He told the Jews,
“You take responsibility for rejecting the Messiah. I am
not responsible. From now on, I will go to the Gentiles”.
Then he shook the dust from his clothes and went to live
in the house of a God-fearer, Gaius Titius Justus, a new and
wealthy convert who lived next door to the synagogue.
Even the synagogue leader Crispus and his whole family
believed and were baptised together with many other
people in the city of Corinth. Thus, a church was planted
and established in Corinth. He was very encouraged when
he received news from Timothy that the Thessalonian
churches were standing strong. He wrote his first letter
to the Thessalonians to instruct them on godly living and
encourage them to stand strong amidst their trials.
One night Paul had a vision in which the Lord said to
him, “Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking and do not
give up, 10for I am with you. No one will be able to harm
you, for many in this city are my people.” 11So Paul stayed
there for a year and a half, teaching the people the word
of God.(GNT)
Acts 18: 9

7.20A Historical Perspective of Corinth
Corinth was the capital of Achaia or Southern Greece. It
is a large and prosperous city and today is still the second
most important city in Greece. In Paul’s time, it had a
population of about 80,000 to 100,000, one third of them
slaves. The city was a major trading clearing house for
goods and slaves being shipped westward from the East.
It was a Roman city with much Greek culture. In religious
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terms, the city had many gods of which Aphrodite and
Apollos were the most popular as well as the imperial
cult of emperor worship. It had a minority but significant
Jewish community, many of whom had come from Rome
after Emperor Claudius’ decree to expel all the Jews from
Rome. Temple prostitution was very common and good
business especially since Corinth was a busy port with
many travellers, itinerant merchants and sailors.
The great Temple of Aphrodite, the cult dedicated to the
glorification of sex was situated on the summit of a volcano
shaped Acrocorinth mountain 1,900 feet high.
Source: The Untold Story of the New Testament Church by
Frank Viola and The Apostle by J. Pollock

7.21 Letters to the Church in Thessalonica
Silas and Timothy joined Paul in Corinth. They brought a
financial gift from the Philippian church. The money given
to Paul made it possible for him to devote himself fulltime to the work of preaching and teaching (2 Cor 11:9
and Philippians 4:14-16). The news from Thessalonica
was good. Although the church faced persecution, it was
standing firm. However, due to pressure from outside,
some of the church members were returning to the old
pagan lifestyle of sexual immorality. A church member
had died recently and the believers were grieving the loss
and asking questions about what happened to Christians
when they died. Paul wrote them a letter to encourage and
comfort the church about the loss of a member. He also
anticipated a visit from the Judaizers and tried to prepare
them. This letter has been preserved as 1 Thessalonians in
our New Testament, and it was delivered by the hand of
Timothy and Silas around late AD 51.
Paul stayed in Corinth for a total of about 18 months as the
church grew and the Gospel was spread to the surrounding
areas.
In early AD 52, Paul received word from the Thessalonian
church that some believers who had misunderstood what
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he wrote about the Lord’s second coming in his first letter.
Some members thought the second coming of Jesus was
very close at hand, and therefore there was no need to
work and they began to live off the generosity of the hardworking believers. The Thessalonian church was just barely
a year old. Paul then wrote them a second letter to correct
some of their misconceptions. This letter was preserved
for us as 2 Thessalonians.
(Source: The Untold Story of the New Testament by Frank
Viola)
7.22 Lucius Gallio (Acts 18:12-17) Summer AD 53
One day, when Lucius Junius Gallio was the proconsul of
Achaia, the Jews conspired together and decided to drag
Paul to court. They accused Paul of trying to persuade
people to worship God in a way that was against the law.
As Paul got ready to defend himself, Gallio stopped the
proceedings and ordered everyone out of the court, even
chiding the accusers of wasting his time. “If it
were a matter of some evil crime being committed,
then it would be reasonable to bring him to this
court, but this is about a custom which you Jews
should settle yourselves. I will not be the judge of
such matters!” said Gallio. Then he chased them out
of the court. The Jews were angry and in their
frustration, they beat up Sosthenes, the new leader of

The Bema (Speakers Platform). located in the North West Market of ancient
Corinth dates to the early first century AD. Photo Credit: Berthold Werner /
Wikimedia Commons / CC BY-SA 3.0
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their synagogue but Gallio was not bothered. So, Paul
stayed on in Corinth, protected by the law.
Luke records that Paul was brought before the tribunal in
Corinth; the Greek word that is used is ‘bema’, which means
judgement seat. A bema is an elevated platform from
which city officials would address the public. The bema
of ancient Corinth was discovered in the Market during
excavations in the early 20th century. It was identified as
the bema through a Latin inscription nearby that read, “…
he revetted the rostra [the Latin equivalent of a bema] and
paid personally the expense of making all its marble.” 5 The
platform itself rises 2.3 m (7.5 feet) above the pavement
in the Market and it was likely here that Gallio passed
judgement in the case against Paul.
Source: Bible Archaeology Report

Temple of Apollo, Corinth.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

7.22A Historical Perspective - Lucius Gallio
Lucius Junius Gallio was installed as the new Proconsul of
Achaia on 1st July 51. His two-year term as proconsul has
been dated in stone carvings found in Delphi. Gallio was
the brother of Seneca, the great philosopher who was a
favourite of the emperor Claudius. Gallio’s decision had
implications for Paul’s ministry. If he had ruled that Paul’s
teachings were illegal, then, Paul would not be welcomed
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in Achaia and even Greece. Since Gallio said that this was
an internal Jewish matter, then Paul was free to preach
outside of the synagogue, since he had already withdrawn
from the synagogue. However, Sosthenes, who probably
was a convert but still in the synagogue was then punished,
since it was a Jewish matter. Gallio saw what happened
but did not interfere.
Source: The Apostle J. Pollock p.172

According to the Acts of the Apostles, when Gallio was
proconsul of Achaia he dismissed the charge brought by the
Jews against the Apostle Paul (Acts 18:12-17). Gallio’s tenure
can be fairly accurately dated to between AD 51-52. Therefore,
the events of Acts 18 can be dated to this period. This is
significant because it is the most accurately known date in the
life of Paul.
Click here for link to go to Wikipedia - Lucius Junius Gallio Annaeanus:

7.23 To Ephesus and Home (Acts 18:18-22)
When Paul felt that the church was strong enough, he left
Corinth with Silas and Timothy. He took Aquila and Priscilla
with them. On their way, they stopped at Cenchrea, the
seaport of Corinth. During his last days in Corinth, Paul
had taken a Nazirite vow and had let his hair grow long
like a Nazirite. There at Cenchrea, he cut his hair as a part
of fulfilling the vow. The completion of the vow required a
visit to the Temple in Jerusalem.
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So, they sailed across the Aegean Sea to the city of Ephesus
where they stayed for a short while because Paul was in a
hurry to reach Jerusalem to complete his vow. However, he
left Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus to continue the ministry
and promised that he himself would return at
a later date.
Then Paul and Silas sailed to Caesarea
Maritama and from there they went on to
Jerusalem where Paul completed his vow in
the Temple. Then after paying his respects to the
Jerusalem Christians, Paul and his friends
returned to Antioch, thus completing his second
missionary journey.
7.24 Summary of the Second Missionary Journey
Highlights of the Second Missionary Journey
Highlights of the Second Missionary Journey of Paul
Years: AD 50 to AD 53
Time taken: 3 years
Distance travelled: 4,500 kilometers
Churches planted: Four: Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea and
Corinth
Time spent for church planting:
Philippi
Thessalonica
Berea
Corinth
		

–
–
–
–

2-3 months
2-3 months
1 month
18 months which included evangelizing
the province of Achaia

Source: Frank Viola
Highlights of his second missionary journey include:
•
•

He and Barnabas went separate ways: Barnabas and
Mark to Cyprus; Paul and Silas to Asia Minor and
Europe.
Luke joined Paul in Troas and Timothy joined the
team in Lystra. Priscilla and Aquilla are introduced as
Paul’s colleagues.
178

THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY

•

•

•

•

Paul and his friends, led by the Holy Spirit, went from
Troas to Macedonia. The Gospel was preached in
Europe and Lydia is the first convert. A church was
planted in Philippi, the first in Europe.
Paul used Thessalonica and later Corinth to be bases
of operations for church planting. He plants a church
in a major city, builds up a congregation and uses the
converts to bring in others from the surrounding
region.
The tradition of having full-time mission workers
begin here, where the spiritual teacher is given
gifts so they don’t have to maintain a secular job.
The Macedonian churches sent Paul financial gifts
through Silas and Timothy, so that he could put all
his time and effort into preaching the Gospel when
he was in Corinth.
Luke puts on record here that a trial by Lucius Gallio
in Corinth proves that Roman law finds no fault with
Paul’s preaching. Gallio’s verdict would later be
reaffirmed by Festus the governor of Judea when
Paul was on trial again.

7.25 Discussion Points
a.
What do you think was the effect of Paul and
Barnabas going separate ways in this missionary
journey?
b.
What are the different ways that God was
guiding Paul and his team in this missionary
journey that was beyond human wisdom or
determination?
c.
Why do you think the majority of the Jews
rejected Paul and his preaching?
d.
What do you think about giving spiritual
leaders/teachers financial gifts?
e.
Why do you think Luke records the trials of
Paul by Roman authorities and later on by
Jewish authorities in detail?
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Chapter 8

The Third Missionary
Journey
8.1 The Third Missionary Journey Begins (Acts 18:23)
After spending a summer of rest in Antioch, Paul felt
the need to revisit the churches he had planted. He also
remembered his promise to visit Ephesus. Some time,
probably in the autumn of AD 53, Paul started on his third
missionary journey. He travelled through the cities where
he had planted churches in southern Galatia, through
Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch, strengthening the
believers and launching a gift collection which he planned
to bring for the poor in Jerusalem. With this in mind, Paul
began his third missionary journey.

Roman Theatre in Ephesus. Photo by:
Dr Lim Kar Yong
3-D view of
Roman Ephesus
in Turkey today
from Google
Earth:
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“You know how I lived the whole time I was with you,
from the first day I came into the province of Asia.
I served the Lord with great humility and with tears
although I was severely tested by the plots of the
Jews. You know that I have not hesitated to preach
anything that would be helpful to you but have taught
you publicly and from house to house.”Acts 20:18-20
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:16)

Team: Paul, Timothy, Luke, others
Period: AD c. 53 – 57
Distance Covered: Approx. 4400 km
Main Route: Syria, Galatia, Phrygia, Asia Minor,
Macedonia, Achaia, Macedonia, Asia Minor, Lycia, 		
Phoenicia, Judea
Churches Planted: Ephesus

Map of Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
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8.1.1 Corinth gets visitors summer AD 54 (Acts 18:24-28)
While Paul was in Antioch we learn of a new convert. He
was a Hellenistic Jew who came from Alexandria. His name
was Apollos and he was an eloquent speaker who had a
thorough knowledge of the Old Testament scriptures. He
taught the facts about Jesus accurately, but he only knew
the baptism of John. He did not have knowledge of the
risen Christ who continues to work in the hearts of His
followers through the Holy Spirit.
Apollos from Free Bible Images.
Who was Apollos? Read more about
Apollos, his life and partnership with the
apostle Paul. Go to BibleWise Character
studies at:

Paul Meets Apollos in the great city of
Ephesus.
Source: Free Bible Images

When Priscilla and Aquila heard him speak, they saw the
great potential in him and took him home and explained
more correctly, the Way of God. Having a more complete
picture of the Gospel now, Apollos went to Achaia, with
letters from the Ephesus church recommending him.
In Achaia and Corinth he spoke boldly and with strong
arguments he defeated the Jews in public debates by
proving from the scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah.
8.1.2 Other apostles visit Corinth and the beginning of a
division in the church
Before Paul began his third missionary journey and
after Apollos had left, Barnabas paid a visit to Corinth to
strengthen the church. Then Peter and his wife also visited
Corinth (1 Corinthians 9:5-6). Peter is noted for performing
miraculous signs and wonders. Many of the Jewish
members of the church in Corinth started to claim they were
followers of Peter. Some of the Hellenistic members were so
impressed by Apollos’ oratory skills that they claimed they
belonged to his group. Others claimed they were direct
followers of Christ. And some said they were Paul’s group
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since he was the apostle who first brought the Gospel to
Corinth (1 Cor 1:12). Paul would have to deal with these
divisions later.
8.2 Paul and his disciples
By this time, Paul was in his mid-fifties, an old man by 1st
century AD standards. Now, he was constantly looking for
people who would be able to carry on his work. He had
discipled Timothy, Titus, Luke and Silas, just as he was
mentored by Barnabas in the early years in Antioch.
You have heard me teach things that have been
confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach these
truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass
them on to others. (NLT)

2 Timothy 2:2 2

8.2.1 Paul and the 12 Disciples of Ephesus (Acts 19:1-7)
When Paul arrived in Ephesus, he met some disciples. Luke
gives us an account of what happened:
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul travelled through
the interior of the province and arrived in Ephesus. There
he found some disciples 2and asked them, “Did you receive
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
“We have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit,” they
answered.
3
“Well, then, what kind of baptism did you receive?” Paul
asked.
Acts 19:1

Paul and the 12 disciples of
Ephesus
Source: Free Bible Images

“The baptism of John,” they answered.
4
Paul said, “The baptism of John was for those who turned
from their sins; and he told the people of Israel to believe
in the one who was coming after him—that is, in Jesus.”
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When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus. 6Paul placed his hands on them, and the
Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in strange tongues
and also proclaimed God’s message. 7They were about
twelve men in all.(GNT)
5

8.2.2 Paul’s other disciples
Besides the 12 disciples mentioned earlier, Paul has also
trained other disciples who would take over his work later.
•

We know of Titus from Antioch. Paul mentions him
in Galatians, although Luke does not mention Titus
in Acts. Some scholars believe that Titus and Luke
were brothers. They were both from Antioch Syria.
•
Timothy from Lystra. The son of Eunice and grandson
of Lois. He had witnessed Paul’s suffering during
Paul’s first visit to Lystra and he was highly
commended by the brethren there to be an assistant
to Paul during Paul’s second visit.
•
Gaius from Derbe
•
Sopater from Berea
•
Aristarchus from Thessalonica
•
Secundus from Thessalonica
(source: Frank Viola p.114)
8.2A Historical Perspective and Biblical Significance
The City of Ephesus

A reimagined picture of how the Temple of Artemis would have
looked like in 560 BC
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Ruins of the Temple of
Artemis today in Turkey
Source: Wikimedia
Commons

360 degree view of the site of the Temple of Ephesus today
Source: Ronan Reinart via Wikimedia Commons

The ruins of Ephesus is located in the
general area of the modern city of
Selcuk, near the Aegean coast and
slightly north of the island of Samos.
In Paul’s time, it was a major port
city situated on the Aegean coast.
Over the years, alluvial deposits
from the Caystar River, which ran
near the city, silted the harbour, and
as a result, the site of the city today lies approximately 8
km inland from the coast. Ephesus was also the beginning
point for the main highway that ran from the Aegean coast
to the eastern part of Anatolia, which together with its
harbour, allowed it to flourish as an important commercial
and transportation centre.
According to the ancient geographer/historian Strabo, the
earliest inhabitants of Ephesus were people groups called
Leleges and Carians. However around 1100 BC a group
of Ionian Greeks led by an Athenian prince Androclus
established a Greek settlement at the base of the northern
slope of Mt Pion. The locals worshipped the mother goddess
Cybele. The Greek colonists assimilated this native religion,
identifying Cybele with the Greek goddess, Artemis, the
Virgin Hunter, which the Romans called Diana. Under
the Romans, Ephesus was made the capital of its eastern
province of Asia Minor.
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Ephesus was conquered by the Persians and later taken
back by the Greeks under Alexander the Great.
The Temple of Artemis also called the Artemision, was
destroyed by a fire in 356 BC. Alexander the Great offered
to finance the reconstruction of the Temple but he was
diplomatically declined because “it was not fitting for one
god to make a dedication for another god.” The rebuilt
temple was the one that Paul would have seen when he
visited Ephesus. It also became one of the seven wonders of
the ancient world. The other six being: The Great Pyramid
of Giza, the Lighthouse of Alexandria, the statue of Zeus
at Olympia, The Colossus of Rhodes, the Mausoleum at
Halicarnassus and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon.
Besides its strategic location at the junction of a harbour
on the Aegean and a major highway, the other reason for
the city’s economic success was the Temple of Artemis,
because it drew visitors from all over the ancient world and
even served as a bank, employing many people. In 262 AD,
the Goths attacked and plundered Ephesus. They plundered
the temple and set it on fire. When Christianity became
the official religion of the Empire in the fourth century AD,
the Temple of Artemis was abandoned and later used as a
stone quarry. Ephesus never regained its former glory as
it had lost its famous temple and its harbour due to the
silting by the river.
Ephesus in the Bible
In Paul’s time, 1st century AD, Ephesus was an important
city. It was the fourth largest city in the empire, after Rome,
Alexandria and Syrian Antioch with a population of about
225,000 – 250,000. Ephesus was called the ‘Ornament
of Asia’ and was proud of its designation as the ‘Temple
Warden of Artemis’. It was also a centre for
magical arts and occult practices.
Paul visited Ephesus twice, during his
second and third missionary journeys. On
his second missionary journey, he brought
Aquila and Priscilla with him. On his third
missionary trip, he stayed there for a total
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of three years (Acts 19:8-10 and 20:31). Paul had learnt
that building a church in a strategic city had advantages.
He could use the local converts to go out and evangelise
to the countryside (Acts 19:10). Using Ephesus as a base
of operations, he had many converts from the province of
Asia.
During his stay in Ephesus, many were converted and this
aroused the anger of the city’s guild of silversmiths. Their
flourishing business of selling silver shrines of the goddess
Artemis was badly affected and they wanted to get rid
of Paul. The near riot that resulted was finally quelled in
the theatre of Ephesus. Paul left Ephesus shortly after this
incident. The theatre of Ephesus is now a favourite site of
Christian tourists in Turkey today.
In his pastoral letter to Timothy, he urged his young
colleague to remain in Ephesus to help the Christians there,
especially to deal with false teachings that had come up (1
Tim 1:3).
Early Christian historians also identified Ephesus
with the Apostle John, that he had moved
to Ephesus after he left Jerusalem. There he
taught and preached until he faced opposition
from local authorities and was exiled to the
island of Patmos. Later, he was allowed to return
from exile and he lived out the rest of his life in
Ephesus. It is believed it was in Ephesus where he wrote
the Gospel of John and the three Letters of John. While on
Patmos, he wrote the book of Revelation. Sources: A Guide
to Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey by Clyde Fant and
Mitchell Reddish p.177-183 and The Life of Apostle Paul by
Goh Kim Guat p.72

8.3 Preaching in the Synagogue of Ephesus (Acts 19:8-9)
For three months, Paul spoke passionately in the Synagogue
every Sabbath, trying to convince the Jews about the
Kingdom of God. At first they would listen and many Godfearers would join in. After sometime, the Jews began to
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oppose Paul and said evil things about the Gospel. So Paul
left them and took all the believers with him. Every day, he
held discussions in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went
on for two years; and many people from the surrounding
areas came to listen to Paul and many believed. The church
of Ephesus was now firmly established with many disciples
under the leadership of Aquila and Priscilla together with
the 12 disciples whom Paul had baptised and laid hands
on.
For a 5 minute summary of ancient
Ephesus, go to:

8.4 The Church of Ephesus Grows (Acts 19:10-12)
The three years Paul spent in Ephesus were productive.
During this period, the word of the Lord continued to
spread. Many people from the region of Asia Minor, both
Jews and Greeks, would take the opportunity to visit
Ephesus and hear Paul speak. The church at Ephesus
became an important centre which sent out missionaries to
the rest of the province of Asia Minor. Many new churches
were planted as a result, such as Colossae, Laodicea and
Philadelphia.
To see a 3-D rendition of the ancient
buildings of Ephesus go to:

8.5 The Sons of Sceva (Acts 19::13-22)
If Corinth was obsessed with sex, with their temple
prostitutes extolling the pleasures and virtues of free love,
Ephesus was full of dark magic and sorcerers. Magicians
and their treasured scrolls full of grisly incantations and
formulas to cure aches and pains were selling their spells
and services in the markets in Ephesus. Magic spells to
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protect from evil or illnesses could be bought and worn
around the neck. Strips of papyrus carrying incantations in
writing were also popular. “It is a shame even to speak of
the things that they do in secret,” Paul told his converts.
However, as many people came to the Apostle Paul for
healing, the magicians became jealous. So some of them
tried to copy Paul and heal using the name of Jesus, without
any knowledge or faith in Jesus. One day, a group of Jewish
magicians tried to copy Paul.
The story is told by Luke and is recorded in Acts chapter 19:
11
God was performing unusual miracles through Paul.
12
Even handkerchiefs and aprons he had used were taken to
the sick, and their diseases were driven away, and the evil
spirits would go out of them. 13Some Jews who travelled
around and drove out evil spirits also tried to use the name
of the Lord Jesus to do this. They said to the evil spirits, “I
command you in the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches.”
14
Seven brothers, who were the sons of a Jewish High Priest
named Sceva, were doing this. 15But the evil spirit said to
them, “I know Jesus, and I know about Paul; but you—who
are you?”

The sons of Sceva
Source: Free Bible Images

The man who had the evil spirit in him attacked them
with such violence that he overpowered them all. They ran
away from his house, wounded and with their clothes torn
off. 17All the Jews and Gentiles who lived in Ephesus heard
about this; they were all filled with fear, and the name of
the Lord Jesus was given greater honour. 18Many of the
believers came, publicly admitting and revealing what they
had done.

16
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Many of those who had practiced magic brought their
books together and burned them in public. They added up
the price of the books, and the total came to fifty thousand
silver coins. 20In this powerful way the word of the Lord
kept spreading and growing stronger.(GNT)
19

The incident became a testimony of the power of God and
the Gospel continued to spread.

The Preaching of St Paul at Ephesus. Painting by:
Eustache Le Sueur c.1649
Source: Louvre Museum via Wikimedia Commons

St Paul and the Burning of Pagan Books at
Ephesus Painting by: Lucio Massari c. 1612
Source: Wikimedia Commons

8.6 Problems with the Corinthian Church c. AD 55
While Paul was in Ephesus, news came to him from the
Church in Corinth. Some of the Christians were going back to
their pagan lifestyle of immorality and ungodly behaviour.
Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthians. Bible scholars refer
to this letter as Corinthians A. This letter is lost.
He received a letter in reply from certain members asking
for his advice on various issues and problems that had come
up in the church. At about the same time, some visitors
came from Corinth bringing him news of deep and bitter
divisions in the Corinthian church and rising opposition to
Paul’s authority. (Refer to 8.1.2)
To deal with this, Paul wrote another letter, referred to
by scholars as Corinthians B, to the Corinthians which
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we know as First Corinthians. This was a pastoral letter
written in strong terms to the church with the intention
of helping them resolve serious issues they were facing at
that time. When Paul sent off this letter, he expected to
follow it up with a personal visit, which he feared might
be confrontational and unpleasant. Meanwhile he sent
Timothy ahead of him to visit the Corinthians first. News
came back to him of more opposition to his authority
and doctrine in the church. Paul then decided to pay an
urgent visit to the Corinthian church himself. The visit, as
he feared, proved to be a painful experience for him.
After his return to Ephesus, Paul struggled over what had
happened in Corinth. Where had he gone wrong? The
church that he had left looked strong and was growing. But
now it looked like it was tearing itself apart and had rejected
their spiritual father. One of the members in particular
had personally attacked Paul and challenged his apostolic
authority. His opponents taunted Paul saying that he was
meek and unimpressive when meeting them face-to-face
but only bold when writing his letters.
Based on Paul’s Letter 1 Corinthians chapter 13,
Paul’s famous thesis on Love is put into music in The
Apostle
1 Corinthians 13: Love
Click here for link to go to the Apostle Musical:

After much anguish, Paul felt convicted to write them
another strong letter and sent it by Titus. This letter is
referred to as Corinthians C and has not survived. After
Titus had left carrying his letter, Paul regretted writing the
letter because of the severity of his words. He was not sure
if it would achieve the desired results or make the situation
worse. In this letter he had assured the Corinthians that he
loved them as a father, but had also demanded that they
give evidence of their love for him by acknowledging his
apostolic authority and taking disciplinary action against
the man who had defiled it. Now he could not do anything
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else but wait and see how the Corinthian church would
respond to his letter.
8.7 Paul transplants a Church in Rome
In AD 55, Emperor Nero lifted the ban on Jews and allowed
them to return to Rome. There were Christians in Rome and
Paul wanted to send them able leaders. He sent Priscilla
and Aquila back to Rome. Some scholars believe he also
sent others to help the Gentile church and he wanted to do
this before Judaizer Jews started to go to Rome. These socalled Christians could cause trouble by insisting that the
Gentile Christians had to be circumcised first and follow
all the Jewish rituals. Evidence to support this comes from
Paul’s letter to the Romans where he names 26 individuals
and sent them personal greetings (Romans 16). Some of
them are:
•
Priscilla from Ephesus
•
Aquilla from Ephesus
•
Epaenetus from Ephesus
•
Phoebe from Cenchrea
•
Rufus from Syrian Antioch
•
Andronicus from Jerusalem
•
Junius from Jerusalem
•
Urbanus from Macedonia
•
Apelles from Asia Minor
(source: Frank Viola, p.121)

Main Street of Ancient Ephesus. Photos by: Dr Lim Kar Yong

8.8 Riot in Ephesus (Acts 19:23-41)
While Paul was waiting to see how the Corinthian church
was going to respond to his harsh letter, trouble was brewing
in Ephesus. As more and more people were converted and
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joined the church, the Artemis cult and the idol crafters
guild realised that business had fallen significantly since
Paul came to town. So they decided to take action. The
story is told in Acts chapter 19:
A certain silversmith named Demetrius made silver
models of the temple of the goddess Artemis, and his
business brought a great deal of profit to the workers.
25
So he called them all together with others whose work
was like theirs and said to them, “Men, you know that
our prosperity comes from this work. 26Now, you can see
and hear for yourselves what this fellow Paul is doing.
He says that hand-made gods are not gods at all, and he
has succeeded in convincing many people, both here in
Ephesus and in nearly the whole province of Asia. 27There
is the danger, then, that this business of ours
will get a bad name. Not only that, but there
is also the danger that the temple of the great
goddess Artemis will come to mean nothing and
that her greatness will be destroyed—the
goddess worshiped by everyone in Asia and in
all the world!”
Acts 19:24

Ancient Amphitheatre
of Ephesus

Artist: Yap E-Lene

© Pristine World
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As the crowd heard these words, they became furious
and started shouting, “Great is Artemis of Ephesus!” 29The
uproar spread throughout the whole city. The mob grabbed
Gaius and Aristarchus, two Macedonians who were
traveling with Paul, and rushed with them to the theatre.
30
Paul himself wanted to go before the crowd, but the
believers would not let him. 31Some of the provincial
authorities, who were his friends, also sent him a message
begging him not to show himself in the theatre.
28

Meanwhile the whole meeting was in an uproar: some
people were shouting one thing, others were shouting
something else, because most of them did not even
know why they had come together. 33Some of the people
concluded that Alexander was responsible, since the Jews
made him go up to the front. Then Alexander motioned
with his hand for the people to be silent, and he tried to
make a speech of defence. 34But when they recognized that
he was a Jew, they all shouted together the same thing for
two hours: “Great is Artemis of Ephesus!”

32

At last the city clerk was able to calm the crowd. “Fellow
Ephesians!” he said. “Everyone knows that the city of
Ephesus is the keeper of the temple of the great Artemis and
of the sacred stone that fell down from heaven. 36Nobody
can deny these things. So then, you must calm down and
not do anything reckless. 37You have brought these men
here even though they have not robbed temples or said
evil things about our goddess.
35

Ruins of the Amphitheatre in Ephesus where Games and Public Gatherings were held.
Photo by: Dr Lim Kar Yong
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If Demetrius and his workers have an accusation against
anyone, we have the authorities and the regular days
for court; charges can be made there. 39But if there is
something more that you want, it will have to be settled in
a legal meeting of citizens. 40For after what has happened
today, there is the danger that we will be accused of a riot.
There is no excuse for all this uproar, and we would not
be able to give a good reason for it.” 41After saying this, he
dismissed the meeting. (GNT)
38

8.8A Historical Perspective
Drop in Temple Tax Collections
Jews had secured imperial protection from Augustus and later
emperors by several decrees for temple tax money collected to
be sent to Jerusalem. All Jews of the diaspora were obliged to
pay the voluntary temple tax for the upkeep of the Jerusalem
Temple. As contemporary evidence discovered shows, Ephesus
was the forwarding centre for collections from synagogues
throughout the rich provinces of Asia Minor. As Paul’s preaching
was blessed with success, by AD 53, the treasurers at Ephesus
noticed a decided drop in funds collected and soon discovered
the reason for it. Many Jews in Ephesus, Colossae, Smyrna,
Pergamum and other nearby cities were transferring their
contributions to the collection that Paul was making for the
‘poor saints of Jerusalem.’ Paul did not tell the believers to stop
supporting the temple, but many of the Jewish Christians who
had been forced out of the synagogues now ceased to pay the
temple tax. Many of the God-fearers who probably contributed
to the temple tax had been converted and now stopped their
contributions.
Source: The Apostle by J. Pollock p.188

Temple of Artemis in Ephesus
For a brief 3-minute video summary of the
Temple of Artemis of the Ephesians go to:
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8.9 Triumph and Despair
Paul and his friends had survived yet another dangerous
incident, an attack on the legitimacy of their work. If the
Ephesian Town clerk’s ruling had not gone in their favour,
things might have become even more difficult for the
church.
Paul’s time in Ephesus was very fruitful. Not only did he
help to establish the church and strengthen it, It was a
church which sent out its own missionaries and founded
many daughter churches in the surrounding regions.
However, his time there was also filled with hardship,
danger and times of despair. He was constantly worried
about the churches in Macedonia. One church in particular
troubled him throughout this period, i.e. the church in
Corinth.
8.10 From Ephesus to Macedonia
After the latest uproar in Ephesus had quietened down,
Paul decided that it was time for him to leave Ephesus. He
called together the believers and the church leaders and
gave them words of instruction on how to carry on. Finally,
with words of encouragement, he bade them farewell.
He left and went to Macedonia. While he was preaching
and resting in Macedonia, his mind was filled with worries
about the Corinthian church.
8.11 The Corinthian Response to Paul
God was good to him. At the right time,
Titus arrived with good news from Corinth.
Paul’s tough letter had been well received.
The church had repented and taken Paul’s
advice. Paul was relieved and felt a great
burden lifted from him. He was so encouraged
and filled with joy that he wrote another letter
to the Corinthians, letter D, which has been
preserved and known to us as 2 Corinthians. This time,
Paul sent Titus together with two representatives from the
Macedonian churches to carry his letter to the Corinthians.
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He also reminded them about the collection for the poor
in the Jerusalem church. He had already instructed all his
Gentile churches in Galatia, Asia, Macedonia and Achaia to
take up the collection which he would personally deliver to
Jerusalem together with representatives. Paul hoped that
by helping the poor, this concern of the Gentile Christians
would help create a stronger unity between the Jewish and
Gentile churches.
8.12 Paul Visits the Corinthian Church Again
While he was in Macedonia, Paul visited and encouraged
all the churches that he had planted. He made sure that
the churches were led by respected and responsible
leaders. However, the churches did not have any Scriptures
apart from the Old Testament at that time. They probably
had a verbal account of the life of Jesus and the Gospel
but the New Testament had not yet been compiled. Paul
wrote many letters to the churches to give them pastoral
instructions as well as answer some specific problems or
queries that they had. The instructions Paul gave them
often included universal and ageless principles from what
God had revealed to him through the Hebrew Scriptures
and what the Holy Spirit had revealed to him about the
Gospel.
After some time in Macedonia, Paul went to Corinth where
he stayed with Gaius for three months. He was delighted
to discover that the Corinthians had received his last letter
and had completed their collection.
8.13 Paul Writes to the Roman Christians
In AD 57, while Paul was in Corinth, he received news from
Rome. There was good news that there was a church in
Rome and it was growing. Rome was a busy city and many
travellers who had accepted Christ, arrived and shared
their faith in Rome. The church in Rome was not planted by
Paul. However, Rome being the capital city of the empire,
Paul knew that this church was in a very strategic location.
Scholars believe that when Paul heard about the church in
Rome, he sent Aquila and Priscilla back to Rome as soon as
the ban on Jews was lifted, to help guide them.
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Paul longed to visit the church in Rome, but he had another
priority which was to bring the funds he had collected from
the Gentile churches to Jerusalem. Not being able to go to
Rome at this time, he decided to write them a letter which
has been preserved for us as the Epistle to the Romans
which is the fifth book found in the New Testament.

Paul’s letter to the Romans, chapter 1 verses 1 to 7, c. 4th
Century AD copy.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

8.13A Historical Perspective
Paul’s Letter to the Christians in Rome
Date of writing: AD 57
Place of writing: Corinth
Purpose of writing: To prepare the way for his visit to Rome
on his planned mission to Spain and to explain the basics
of God’s salvation plan, or the Gospel, to a church that has
not received teachings from an apostle before
Theme: Salvation and the righteousness of God
For a 3-minute Introduction to the Epistle to the Romans
click:
For a 10-minute explanation of why the Letter to the Romans was
written, go to The Bible Explained: Romans by clicking:
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Scholars believe that
someone from the
church in Rome must
have written to Paul
with many difficult
questions.
They
wanted to hear Paul’s
opinion. Paul then
pens his most famous
letter, the Epistle to
the Romans, which
Paul writes the Roman Epistle from
has been preserved for
Ephesus
us as the sixth book in
the New Testament. It
© Pristine World
is the longest epistle
of Paul and in it, he
summarises and explains much of the Gospel. Through the
ages, many lives have been touched and transformed by
the Gospels and by this epistle to the Romans.
8.14 Plots, Danger and Change of Plans (Acts 20:1-6)
Paul was planning to sail to Judea, in the spring of AD
57, when the Aegean Sea was open for shipping. He
would go with the funds he had collected together with
representatives of all the Gentile churches who had
contributed. These included, Sopater of Berea, Aristarchus
and Secundus of Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, Timothy of
Lystra, and Tychicus and Trophimus of the Asisan churches.
Just as he was about to set sail, he learnt of a plot against
his life, so he changed his plans. Paul sent the others ahead
to Troas, while he and Luke went by land to Philippi. At

The Aegean Sea by Frederic
Edwin Church, c. 1877.
Source: Metropolitan Museum of
Art, NY via Wikimedia Commons
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Philippi, Paul celebrated the Passover with the Christians
there before he sailed for Troas. He was hoping to celebrate
Pentecost in Jerusalem, which was 50 days later.
8.15 Incident at Troas (Acts 20:7-16)
In Troas, Paul met up with his co-workers and stayed for
seven days to encourage the Christians there. On the
Sunday before his departure, Paul met up with them for
one last time. He had many things to tell them because it
was his last day. He spoke late into the night and the room
was hot and stuffy. A young man by the name of Eutychus
who was seated by the window fell asleep and fell to the
ground from the third floor. His friends rushed down and
found him already dead. But when Paul came down, he
stretched himself on Eutychus and put his arms around
him. “Don’t be alarmed,” Paul said, “he is alive.” Then they
went upstairs again and together they celebrated the Lord’s
Supper with much thanksgiving. After talking through the
night, Paul and his friends left in the morning. The Christian
community were much comforted that Eutychus was alive
and well.
Painting of St Paul resurrecting Eutychus by
Jacques Francois Courtin c.1707.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

8.16 From Troas to Miletus and Final Words to the
Ephesian Leaders (Acts 20:17-38)
Luke and the other co-workers sailed off to Assos where
they met up with Paul who had travelled by land. From
Assos, Paul joined them and together they sailed to
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Mitylene. From there they sailed to Chios and then Samos
and the following day they reached Miletus. Paul was in
a hurry to reach Jerusalem by the day of Pentecost so he
decided he would by-pass Ephesus. But he wanted to meet
with the Ephesian leaders. So he had sent word to them
asking them to meet him at Miletus.
When the Ephesian leaders arrived, Paul greeted them
warmly and shared his last message with them. He
solemnly charged them to take good care of their fellow
Christians and protect them from false teachings. After he
had shared his heart out with them, he knelt down and
prayed. It was an emotional farewell before Paul and his
friends finally left them for the ship.
8.17 From Miletus to Tyre (Acts 20:1-3)
After they left Miletus, they came to Cos, then to Rhodes
and from there to Patara. Luke was in this part of the
journey with Paul. They sailed south of Cyprus and on to
Tyre in Syria. They found some believers in Tyre and stayed
with them for a week, encouraging them. They felt led by
the Holy Spirit to tell Paul not to go to Jerusalem. All of
them with their wives and children then walked with Paul
out of the city to the beach where they knelt down and
prayed before they said good-bye and saw Paul and his
friends board the ship.

To see on Google Earth go to:
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Acts 21:1-16 Ruins of Roman
Theatre in Miletus, modern Turkey.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

8.18 From Tyre to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4-15)
From Tyre, they sailed to Ptolemais where they stayed with
the local Christians for a day and then left for Caesarea. In
Caesarea, they stayed with Philip the evangelist, one of the
seven men who had been chosen as deacons in Jerusalem.
While he was there, the prophet Agabus arrived from
Judea and prophesied that if Paul went to Jerusalem, he
would be bound and handed over to the Gentiles. When
they heard this, all his friends tried to persuade Paul not to
go to Jerusalem. But Paul would not be persuaded. He felt
that his mission was too important to abandon. “What are
you doing, crying like this and breaking my heart? I
am ready not only to be tied up in Jerusalem but to
even die there for the sake of the Lord Jesus,”
Paul said. His friends knew they could not
convince him to avoid going to Jerusalem.
After spending some time there, they left for
Jerusalem. Some of the disciples of Caesarea also
went with Paul and his friends and took them to stay
in the house of a man named Mnason, a Christian
from Cyprus where they stayed while they
were in Jerusalem.
Prophet Agabus warning Paul about going
to Jerusalem where he would be bound hand
and foot. Painting by: Louis Cheron c.1687.
Source: Louvre Museum via Wikimedia
Commons
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8.19 Summary of Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
Highlights of Paul’s third missionary journey
Time taken: 4 years
Years: AD 53-57
Distance travelled: 2,200 km
Churches planted: more than 11. Epaphras planted the
churches in Laodicea, Colossae and Hierapolis. Paul’s other
co-workers planted churches throughout Asia Minor. Paul
planted churches in Troas and Illyricum (Dalmatia)
(Source: Frank Viola, p.111)
Highlights of Paul’s third missionary journey include:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Establishing the Church in Ephesus and turning
it into a major base of operations to evangelise the
surrounding regions (Acts 19:10)
Resolving the conflicts and divisions that arose
in the Corinthian church.
Writing several epistles such as the two epistles to
Corinth and the epistle to the Roman church. These
epistles contain doctrinal and moral teachings which
have been a blessing for two thousand years beyond
its time.
Training and mentoring faithful disciples who will
continue his work.
Encouraging and setting up leadership in all the
churches that he had planted in Asia and in Europe.
Urging his Gentile churches to donate generously
to the poor in Jerusalem. Paul uses this to try and
bring unity between the Jewish Christians in Judea
and the Gentile Christians of Asia and Europe.

From Ephesus to Jerusalem You are Not Alone –
Reprise To listen click below:

Click here for link to go to the Apostle
Musical:
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8.20 Discussion Points
a.
How was Paul preparing to pass the work of church
planting and building on to his successors?
b.

How do you see God at work in Ephesus?

c.

Based on historical and previous information you
have read about Paul and the church in Corinth how
does it help you better understand the first
and second epistles to the Corinthians?

d.

What can we learn about Paul’s determination to
preach the Gospel and to bring back help for the
Jerusalem church?

e.

Based on what you have read so far, can you 		
summarise what the Gospel is?
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Chapter 9

From Jerusalem to Rome –
Trials and Shipwreck
“Now I want you to know, brothers, that what
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel. As a result, it has become clear thoughout the
whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in
chains for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the
brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak
the word of God more courageously and fearlessly
...The important thing is that ... Christ is preached.
And because of this I rejoice.”Philippians 1:12-14, 18
Paul’s Journey to Rome (Acts 27-28)
Period: AD 59-62
Distance Covered: 3700 km
Companions: Luke and Aristarchus
Main Sea Route: Judea, Phoenicia, Lycia, Crete, Malta,
Sicily, Italy Land Route in Italy: Puteoli, Forum of Appius,
Three Taverns, Rome
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9.1 Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 20:16-26) c. AD 59
When Paul and his friends arrived in
Jerusalem, he went to stay with Mnason
rather than with the Jewish brethren.
This was perhaps because they might
not have been so comfortable with the
uncircumcised Christians from Europe
who had accompanied Paul.
But Paul was not going to waste time.
The very next day, he went to visit James
and the Jewish elders with the offerings
from his churches in the diaspora. All the
church elders were present. This is the account given by
Luke taken from Acts chapter 20.
The next day Paul went with us to see James; and all
the church elders were present. 19Paul greeted them and
gave a complete report of everything that God had done
among the Gentiles through his work.

Acts 21:18

For a quick 3-D animation
description of how Herod’s
Giant Temple was built.
Click here for link to go
to The Temple - Herod’s
Crowning Glory:

After hearing him, they all praised God. Then they said,
“Brother Paul, you can see how many thousands of Jews
have become believers, and how devoted they all are to
the Law. 21They have been told that you have been teaching
all the Jews who live in Gentile countries to abandon the
Law of Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children
or follow the Jewish customs. 22They are sure to hear that
you have arrived. What should be done, then?
20

206

FROM JERUSALEM TO ROME - TRIALS AND SHIPWRECK

Second Temple Jerusalem
Source: Wikimedia Commons

There was a warning in his voice. James then suggested a
compromise:
23
This is what we want you to do. There are four men here
who have taken a vow. 24Go along with them and join them
in the ceremony of purification and pay their expenses;
then they will be able to shave their heads. In this way
everyone will know that there is no truth in any of the
things that they have been told about you, but that you
yourself live in accordance with the Law of Moses…
So Paul took the men and the next day performed the
ceremony of purification with them. Then he went into the
Temple and gave notice
of how many days it would
be until the end of the
period of purification, when
a sacrifice would be offered
for each one of them.(GNT)

26

Jerusalem Stone of the Western Wall.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

9.2 Trouble and Arrest in the Temple (Acts 21:27 -22:30)
Just as the seven days of purification ceremony came to an
end, some Jews from Asia Minor saw Paul in the Temple.
They grabbed Paul and shouted, “This is the man who goes
around everywhere, teaching everyone against the people
of Israel, the Law of Moses and the Temple. Look, now he
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has even brought Gentiles into the Temple and defiled our
holy place!” They said this because they thought Paul had
brought Trophimus of Ephesus into the Temple beyond the
wall where Gentiles should not pass.

Jews gathering at Absalom’s Tomb in the Kidron Valley,
early 20th century. View towards the south-west from the
Jewish cemetery, with the south-eastern corner of Temple
Mount in the upper background.c. early 20th century.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

This was a lie because Paul was very aware of the “wall”
that separates the Jews from the Gentiles inside the
Temple ground. (He wrote about it in Ephesians 2:1314). But the mob did not care to discern facts from false
accusation. They started to beat Paul. A Roman officer saw
what happened and took some troops and rushed down to
the crowd. They stopped the mob from beating Paul and
managed to extricate him from the crowd.
Paul asked to speak to the crowd. The Roman officer
gave him permission. Paul gave a heartfelt
testimony about how his life was changed by
the Lord Jesus but the Jews shouted all the
more, “Away with him! Kill him! He is not fit
to live!”
The soldiers had no choice but to take Paul
to the Fort Antonia which was situated next
to the Temple, where they kept Paul prisoner.
208

FROM JERUSALEM TO ROME - TRIALS AND SHIPWRECK

Plan of Herod’s Temple.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

9.3 Paul before the Council of Elders (Acts 23:1-11)
The Roman officer, Claudius, wanted to understand what
the Jews were accusing Paul of, so he ordered the chief
priests and the whole council to gather and then he brought
Paul to stand before them.
When the High Priest ordered someone to strike Paul
for saying something that he thought was offensive, Paul
rebuked him. Aware that the Sanhedrin comprised of
Sadducees and Pharisees, who disagreed on the issue of
resurrection of the dead, Paul used it as a wedge to divide
the council. He declared to the council that he was a
Pharisee, and the son of a Pharisee, who was now put on
trial because of his conviction and hope in the resurrection
of the dead. As soon as he said this, there was a big
argument within the council with some of the Pharisees
declaring that Paul had not done anything wrong and
perhaps an angel had spoken to him.

Sanhedrin in Session c. 1883.
Source: An 1883 Encyclopaedia via
Wikimedia Commons
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The dispute became so violent that Claudius was afraid that
Paul would be torn apart by them. He ordered his soldiers
to take Paul back to the barracks.
Judgement of the Sanhedrin – He is
Guilty (Christ).
Painting by: Nicolai Ge c. 1892
Source: Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow via
Wikimedia Commons

9.4 Plot to Kill Paul
The next day some of the Jews hatched a plot to kill Paul.
But when Paul’s nephew by his sister heard about the plot,
he went and told Paul about it. When Claudius Lysias, the
commander of the garrison in Jerusalem, heard of the plot,
he took immediate action. He ordered two of his officers to
escort Paul to the governor, Felix, with an escort of seventy
horsemen and two hundred soldiers and two hundred
spearmen.

Paul’s nephew tells Claudius
about a plot to kill Paul.
Source: Free Bible Imagess

The soldiers went as far as Antipatris and then returned
to Jerusalem, while the horsemen rode on with Paul the
remaining 43 km to Caesarea carrying a letter written by
Claudius addressed to Felix. When Felix found out that
Paul was from Cilicia he said, “I will hear you when your
accusers arrive,” and ordered Paul to be kept under guard
in the governor’s building.
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Paul is escorted to Caesarea
Source: Free Bible Imagess

This action by the commander indicates that he recognised
something special about Paul; either he was from a wealthy
family or he had a noble stature, or both.
9.5 Trial before Felix (Acts 24)
Felix summoned Paul’s accusers to his palace in Caesarea to
make their accusations before him. Five days later the High
Priest, despite his age, came personally with his entourage
and a lawyer named Tertullus. Felix brought Paul in before
the court and convened the court proceedings.
Felix had ruled Judea for 5 years which was marked by
much bloodshed, often provoked by his actions. Felix was
also famously corrupt and known for his greed. Tertullus,
who must have been aware of the terrible reputation of
Felix, nevertheless opened his speech by giving Felix a
florid battery of flattery, which must have seemed ironic
and perhaps even humorous to Luke who recorded it:
Acts 24:2
“Your Excellency! Your wise leadership has brought
us a long period of peace, and many necessary reforms are
being made for the good of our country.
3
We welcome this everywhere and at
all times, and we are deeply grateful to
you.”(GNT)
Tertullus then proceeded to accuse Paul
of being a trouble maker all over the
Roman empire and also of breaking the
Jewish laws regarding the Temple. These
accusations were designed so that the
governor would see that Paul had broken
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a Jewish law and would allow the Jews to take Paul back to
Jerusalem to be tried there. All the Jews in the contingent
of the high priests then agreed with the lawyer.
The governor then motioned for Paul to speak. Paul
defended himself by assuring everyone in the room, that
although he was a follower of the Way, he was a Jew and
believed everything that was written in the Law of Moses
and the books of the prophets. He had always acted in
accordance with his conscience and did not break any law of
the Temple. In fact, if they wanted to accuse him of bringing
Gentiles into the exclusive areas of the Temple where nonJews were forbidden, they should have
brought the eye-witnesses to accuse him.
“Where are those who claim that they saw
me with non-Jews and creating disorder in
the Temple area? Let them come here and
accuse me themselves.” Paul said.
The accusers were silent. Felix was well
informed about the Way. He might have
even heard of the ruling of Gaius in Ephesus.
But as usual, he was always looking for
ways to gain political leverage and perhaps a quid pro quo
with the Jewish leaders, he adjourned and postponed
the case saying that he wanted to wait for the military
commander Claudius Lysias to arrive first. Meanwhile Paul
was kept in Caesarea under guard but given some liberties
and his friends were allowed to provide for his needs.
Felix and his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish talked to Paul
about faith in Jesus Christ. But after some time, as Paul
spoke about goodness, self-control and the coming Day
of Judgment, Felix became afraid and decided to stop the
conversations. All this time, Felix was hoping that Paul
would give him a bribe.
Two years passed and Porcius Festus succeeded Felix as
governor. He could have set Paul free but left him in prison
to gain favour with the Jews.
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Historical Perspective
Felix the Governor of Judea
Felix had been appointed governor of Judea in AD 52.
Since then, Judea had suffered widespread violence from
the insurrections he provoked and from the increase in
political murders after he had arranged for the ex-high
priest Jonathan to be assassinated in the temple itself. Felix
was also notorious for his greed of money. He had been
born a slave, had risen to power riding on the shoulders
of his brother Pallas, a freedman, who was a favourite of
Claudius. Tacitus the Roman historian described Felix in the
following way: “He exercised the power of a king with the
mind of a slave.”
Luke who was present at the court must have seen how
ironic, and humorous, the exaggerated way, the lawyers of
the high priest had flattered the governor.
Source: Life of the Apostle Paul by J. Pollock
Paul on trial before
Felix ink by Wm.
Hogarth c. 1752

9.6 Paul Appeals to the Emperor (Acts 25:1-12) c.AD 60
When Festus took over as governor, the Jewish leaders
again brought their charges against Paul. They pleaded with
the governor to send Paul back to Jerusalem to be tried
there. If Festus agreed, they would murder Paul along the
way. When Festus asked Paul if he would be willing to go
to Jerusalem to face the charges against him, Paul realised
that the Jews would not give up trying to murder him, and
the Roman governor wanted to please them by not letting
213

FROM JERUSALEM TO ROME - TRIALS AND SHIPWRECK

him go free. Then Paul said, he would exercise his right to
appeal his case to be tried in Rome. After some discussion
with his advisors, Festus agreed to Paul’s appeal. He would
send Paul to Rome to stand before the Emperor’s court.
Historical Perspective
Porcius Festus
Porcius Festus was a man of higher principles than his
predecessor Felix. He replaced Felix in July 59 and tried his
best to rule the troubled land of Judea fairly but his health
gave way. He died in office after 2 years.
Source: Life of Apostle Paul by J. Pollock p.257
Bronze prutah, a small
denomination coin, minted by
Porcius Festus. Obverse: Greek
letters NEP WNO C (Nero) in
wreath tied at the bottom
with an X. Reverse: Greek
letters KAICAPOC (Caesar) and
date LE (year 5 = 58/59 A.D),
palm branch
Source: Public Domain

9.7 Standing before King and Governor (Acts 25:13-27
Acts 26:1-30)
While Paul was waiting to be sent to Rome, King Agrippa II
and his sister Bernice came to Caesarea to pay a visit and
to welcome Festus to Judea. Festus invited the king and
his sister to listen to Paul. He wanted Agrippa to help him
understand what were the issues involved that made the
Jewish leaders so angry with Paul. Paul had not broken any
Roman law. His only intransigencies seems to be that he
is a follower of the Way, and that has made the Jews very
unhappy with him. Agrippa had heard about Paul and his
preaching. So he said to Festus, “I would like to hear this
man myself.”
Festus replied to him, “you will hear him tomorrow.”
Now Paul had a chance to preach the Gospel to a king and
his sister, whom he was reputed to be having an incestuous
relationship with. This was a fulfilment of the prophecy
214

FROM JERUSALEM TO ROME - TRIALS AND SHIPWRECK

made that Paul would preach the Gospel in front of kings
and rulers.
Paul preached a sermon in front of King Agrippa, Bernice
and Governor Festus. He shared his testimony from his
early life as a Pharisee, how he persecuted the followers of
Jesus, how he met Jesus on the road to Damascus and was
converted. Then he spoke about how he had obeyed Jesus
by preaching the Gospel. He explained that the Hebrew
scriptures had prophesied the coming of the Messiah and
that Jesus had fulfilled all the prophecies by dying on the
cross and being raised from death. After a while, Festus
could not take it more and shouted at Paul, “You are mad,
Paul! Your great learning is driving you mad!”

Paul brought before
Governor Festus and
King Agrippa II.
Source: Free Bible
Images

Paul defended himself saying “I am not mad, Excellency!
I am speaking the sober truth.” Then he turned to face
Agrippa and asked the king if he believed in the prophets.
Agrippa was taken aback. He said to Paul, “In this short
time do you think you can convert me to be a Christian?”
“Whether it is a short time or a long time,” Paul answered,
“my prayer is that you and all the rest of you who are
listening can become like what I am, except for these chains
of course.”
After they had sent Paul back to his cell, the king, his sister
Bernice and the governor got up and as they were leaving,
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they said to each other, “This man has not done anything
that deserves death or imprisonment.” Agrippa concluded
to Festus, “This man could have been released if he had
not appealed to the Emperor.”
And so Paul was left in Caesarea waiting for his transport
to Rome.
King Agrippa II ruled until the Jewish Rebellion of AD 66.
Bernice later became the mistress of the Emperor Titus,
who was the general who defeated the Jews, captured
Jerusalem and levelled the Temple. According to Josephus
more than a hundred thousand Jews were slaughtered by
the Romans in the final days of Jerusalem.

Paul standing before Governor Felix and King Agrippa II and Bernice.
Painting by: Nikolai Bodarevsky c.1875
Source: Public Domain

9.8 The Journey to Rome Begins (Acts 27) c. AD 60
Around the last week of August of AD 59, they started their
journey. Paul was under the charge of a centurion named
Julius who served with the imperial or Augustan Cohort.
These officers and men travelled throughout the empire on
escort or courier duties. Julius commanded a detail of about
a dozen soldiers. Paul was the most important prisoner
and he was allowed to take along two attendants to help
him on his journey. One was Aristarchus, a Macedonian
who came from Thessalonica, and the other was Luke,
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the physician who also gave us the record of their journey
which has been preserved for us in Acts chapter 27.
Alexandrian merchant ship
cross-section with grain cargo

Artist: Yap E-Lene © Pristine World

They set sail from Caesarea and arrived the next day at
Sidon. Julius was kind to Paul and allowed him to visit his
friends. Then from Sidon, they sailed on the north-west,
on the sheltered side of Cyprus and went past Cilicia and
Pamphylia and came to Myra.
As they sailed past Pamphylia, Paul could see the Taurus
mountains and it must have brought back memories of

Paul was allowed to have
two assistants.
Source: Free Bible Images
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his first missionary journey when he was travelling with
Barnabas and John Mark. This time they were going on a
much longer journey. From Myra in Lycia, they boarded an
Alexandrian merchant grain ship that was heading for Italy.
Map of Paul’s Journey to
Rome in AD 59-60.
Source: Free Bible Images

The Taurus Mountains in southern Turkey separating the Mediterranean
coastal region from the central Anatolian Plateau.
Source: Google Earth

9.9 The Voyage Gets Delayed and Dangerous
The ship could not sail fast because of difficult winds and
finally they arrived off the town of Cnidus. The winds would
not let them sail west directly to Italy, so they sail south,
past the sheltered side of Crete, passing Cape Salmone.
Then hugging the south east coast of Crete and with great
difficulty, they came to a place called Fair Havens, not
far from the town of Lasea. They spent a long time there
and soon it had become dangerous to sail because winter
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was getting close. It was now past the Day of Atonement,
which meant it was late autumn. They had lost a lot of
time because of the difficult winds and now it was almost
winter. Paul urged them not to sail because of the dangers
of winter sailing but the army officer was convinced by the
captain and the ship owner to proceed.
Since Fair Havens was an exposed harbour, which meant it
was not a good place to spend winter in, most of the crew
wanted to go on to Phoenix. They decided to risk it and set
sail for Phoenix so that they could spend the winter there.
Phoenix was a good harbour on the western side of Crete
which had a southwest and northwest exposure.
Fair Havens, Crete
Source: Bible Maps

9.10 The Storm at Sea
At first there was a gentle breeze from the south. This
made the sailors confident they could make it. They pulled
up anchor and set sail, carefully hugging the shore of
Crete. But soon after they started, the weather changed
abruptly. A wind of typhoon strength, known to the sailors
as a ‘northeaster’ burst from across the island and blew
the ship out to sea. The winds were so strong, the sailors
had no choice but to be just driven along.
They hauled the lifeboats on board and tied ropes around
the hull of the ship to prevent it from breaking up. Then
they lowered the anchors to slow the ship from being
blown too far south where they might hit the sandbars of
Syrtis off the African coast.
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Paul tried to warn the ship owner
and the soldiers about the danger
of sailing in winter.
Source: Free Bible Images

The next day, as the gale-force winds continued to batter
the ship, the crew began throwing the cargo overboard.
The following day, they even took some of the ship’s gear
and heavy equipment and threw it overboard. The terrible
storm raged for many days. With sun and stars blotted
out, the sailors could not even tell where they were and all
hope was lost.
At this point, Paul had received a vision from God. So, he
spoke to the sailors, Acts 27:21No one had eaten for a long
time. Finally, Paul called the crew together and said, “Men,
you should have listened to me in the first place and not
left Crete. You would have avoided all this damage and
loss. 22But take courage! None of you will lose your lives,
even though the ship will go down. 23For last night an angel
of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood
beside me, 24and he said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you will
surely stand trial before Caesar! What’s more, God in his
goodness has granted safety to everyone sailing with you.’
25
So take courage! For
I believe God. It will be
just as he said. 26 But we
will be shipwrecked on
an island.”(NLT)
A wind of typhoon strength called
the ‘northeaster’ hits their ship.
Source: Free Bible Images
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Paul receives a vision from God
Source: Free Bible Images

9.11 The Shipwreck
About midnight on the
fourteenth night of the storm,
the sailors sensed that they were somewhere in the
Southern Mediterranean and were near land. They dropped
a weighted line and found that the water was about 40
metres deep. Then later they measured the depth of the
water again and found that it was getting more and more
shallow. Afraid that they might hit the rocks along the shore
they threw out four anchors from the back of the ship to
slow it down and prayed for daylight.
The sailors tried to quietly abandon ship but Paul realised
what they were doing and alerted the centurion who
stopped them. Without the crew, they would not be able
to steer the ship to reach land.
Then just before dawn, Paul urged everyone to eat. They
had not eaten for many days and now, they needed energy
for the last stretch. He took some bread, gave thanks to
God in front of all of them and began to eat it. Everyone
was encouraged and they also began to eat. After they had
finished eating, they threw the rest of the cargo overboard
to lighten the ship.

Paul in a shipwreck © Pristine World
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9.11A The Ship is Stuck and Torn Apart
When morning dawned, they saw a bay with a beach and
wondered if they could run the ship aground on the beach.
So they cut off the anchors and left them in the sea. They
lowered the rudders, raised the foresail and headed toward
shore. But they hit a sandbar and ran the ship aground too
soon. The bow of the ship became stuck, while the stern
was being smashed by the force of the waves which came
from two sides, the southwest and the northwest. The
force of the waves slamming on the stern of the ship were
so strong that the ship began to break apart.
The soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners but the
commander, determined to save Paul, stopped them from
doing it. He ordered everyone who could swim to make
a break for it and try to make for shore on their own. The
others held on to the floating debris from the broken ship.
In the end, everyone escaped safely to shore. God had
fulfilled His promise to Paul.

The Day After the Storm
Painting by: Paul Jean Clays
c. 1853.
Source: Museum of Fine Arts,
Ghen, Belgium via Wikimedia
Commons

9.12 Paul on the Island of Malta (Acts 28) c. AD 60-61
Only after they were safely on shore, did they learn that
they had landed on the island of Malta. The people of the
island were very kind. It was cold and rainy, so the islanders
built a fire on the shore to welcome the survivors. Paul, not
one to lie around, started to help out by gathering sticks
and laying them on the fire.
As he brought a bunch of sticks near to the fire, a poisonous
snake, driven out by the heat, bit him on the hand. The
people of the island saw the snake hanging from his hand
and began to say to one another, “He must be a murderer.
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Although he escaped the sea, divine justice would not let
him escape!” But Paul shook off the snake into the fire
and was unharmed. The people waited to see if he would
swell up or suddenly drop dead. But after a long time, they
saw that he was well, so they changed their minds and
concluded that he must be a god.
They had landed at a place near the home of Publius, the
chief official of the island. He welcomed them and treated
them very hospitably for three days. As it happened,
Publius’s father was ill with fever and dysentery. Paul
prayed for him and laying his hands on him, healed him.
News of the healing spread all over the island, and many
who were sick came to Paul and were healed. As a result,
Paul and his friends were given much honour and when
the time came for them to depart, they were supplied with
gifts and supplies.

St Paul shipwrecked on Malta.
Painting by: Laurent de La Hyre
c. 1630.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

Malta, an island just south of Sicily and
south-west of Italy.

Italy

Sicily
9.13 From Malta to Rome
After three months of
waiting, they set sail for
Malta
Rome on another Alexandrian
ship that had wintered in Malta.
This ship had the twin Roman gods Castor and Pollux, as its
figurehead on the bow of the ship. From Malta, they sailed
to Syracuse where they stayed for three days.
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Paul Arrives in Rome and is greeted by the Christian
Brethren.Follow the musical The Apostle - Praise and
Greetings:
Click here for link to go to the Apostle Musical:

9.13A Three Taverns on the Appian Way to Rome
Meanwhile the Christians of Rome
had heard they were coming. They
came out to welcome them at the
Forum on the Appian Way, 70 km
from Rome.
Three Taverns along the Appian
Way on the road to Rome
Click here for link to go to Three
Taverns:

9.13B Rhegium and Puteoli
From Syracuse, they sailed to Rhegium and a day later to the
coast of Puteoli, the Bay of Naples. Paul would have observed
Mt Vesuvius and the city of Pompeii nearby. Unknown to them,
nineteen years later, Mt Vesuvius would erupt and bring the city
of Pompeii to total ruin. In Puteoli they found some Christians who
invited them to spend a week with them.

From Malta to Rhegiuim
Click here for link to go to
Rhegium:

Puteoli near Mt Vesuvius and
Pompeii
Click here for link to go to
Puteoli:
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9.14 Roman Christians greet Paul
More came out to the Three Taverns, 57 km from Rome to
greet and welcome them. When Paul saw them, he was so
encouraged that he gave thanks to God.
9.15 Paul Preaches in Rome under Guard (Acts 28)
Paul was placed under house arrest and allowed to stay in a
private lodging with a soldier to guard him. He was allowed
to receive visitors. On his third day there, he invited leaders
of the Jewish community to visit him.
When they arrived, Paul explained briefly, the course of
events that had led him to Rome. The Jews replied that
they had not heard any reports about Paul from Judea but
they were interested to hear what Paul had to say about
the new faith that Paul was preaching. A time was set and
many Jews came to Paul’s lodging to hear what he had to
say about the Kingdom of God.
Using the law of Moses and the books of the prophets,
Paul spoke from morning till evening about how Jesus is
the Messiah. Some of them were persuaded by the things
he said. But many others did not believe. Then they argued
back and forth among themselves and finally, Paul decided
that he would spend his time speaking to the Gentiles
because they were more open to receiving the Gospel.
Front of the Basilica of Saint
Paul Outside the Walls - Roma
– Italy.
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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9.16 Paul’s First Imprisonment in Rome - The Final Scene
from the Book of Acts
For two whole years, Paul lived in Rome at his own expense.
His house and his heart was open to all who visited him and
he boldly proclaimed the Kingdom of God and teaching
about the Gospel of Jesus the Messiah. Although he was
a prisoner, he was free to preach to all who came, even to
his guards.
Follow the musical as Paul recounts the suffering and
triumphs that he has experienced in The Apostle – Thank
You Lord.

Click here for link to go to the Apostle Musical:

9.17 Paul’s Letters from Rome c.AD 61-62
Some old friends had found their way to Paul,
joining Aristarchus and Luke. John Mark who had
left them in Pamphylia long ago was now
reconciled with him (1). Timothy from Lystra (2)
and Tychicus from Ephesus (3) were back with
him too, together with Demas (4) from
Thessalonica. Timothy would act as Paul’s scribe
while he was in Rome.
Although Paul was in Rome and openly shared the Gospel
with anyone who cared to ask him questions about what
he believed or why he was here in Rome, his heart was still
with the churches in Asia Minor and Greece.
Trouble was brewing in the Colossian church. Some of the
believers were quarrelling and mistreating one another.
False teachers had come into the church and were
subverting the Gospel of grace. They introduced new
and unusual forms of Jewish legalism and mixed it with
(1) John Mark: Philemon 24, Colossians 4:10
(2) Timothy: Philippians 1:1, 2:19
(3) Tychicus: Ephesians 6:21, Colossians 4:7
(4) Demas: Philemon 2:4, Colossians 4:14
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counterfeit spirituality. The false teaching had spread
to the church in Laodicea. Epaphras, (5) the founder of
the Colossian and Laodicean churches was concerned
and decided to sail to Rome to get advice from Paul.
Meanwhile, Onesimus, Philemon’s slave had run away
with stolen money. Epaphras gets Onesimus to join him,
perhaps believing that he would be useful and that Paul
can help him.
Along the way, Epaphras stops at Philippi to encourage
them. They hand him a substantial financial gift to carry to
Rome for Paul. When Epaphras arrives in Rome, he hands
the financial gift to Paul and gives him an update of what
was happening in Colossae, Laodicea and Philippi. Paul
leads Onesimus to Christ. Onesimus turns out to be a very
helpful servant and Paul is touched by the new convert.
Besides struggling in prayer for the churches, Paul decides
to write letters to them, dictating them to Timothy who
was his scribe.
The known letters of Paul from his first Roman
imprisonment are:
1.
Epistle to the Colossians in AD 61. A letter to the
church in Colossae.
2.
Epistle to Philemon in AD 61. A personal letter to
Philemon asking him to accept his former slave, 		
Onesimus, back.
3.
Epistle to the Ephesians in AD 61. A letter to the 		
churches in Asia Minor. This letter was to be copied
and circulated in the region surrounding Ephesus.
These three letters were to be delivered by the hand
of Tychicus(6). Paul instructs Tychicus to encourage the
churches and give them an update on his current prison
situation.
(5) Epaphras and Epaphroditus: Some Bible scholars believe the two names refer to
the same person. Both Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25, 4:18) and Epaphras (Philemon
23; Colossians 1:7; 4:12) were mentioned as co-workers of Paul and both were with
Paul during the same Roman imprisonment. Epaphras planted churches and Paul calls
Epaphroditus an Apostolos (Philippians 2:25). This suggests that they are one person.
Refer to Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Introduction to the Epistle
to the Colossians). Source: Viola, p.154.
(6) Colossians 4:7 and Ephesians 6:21
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Some time later, there is trouble in the Philippian church.
There are some internal disputes and persecution at the
hands of pagan neighbours. Again, they were being agitated
by some Jewish missionaries who were urging them to be
circumcised and to submit to the Mosaic Law. Paul sent
Epaphras to Philippi with a letter, which has been preserved
for us called the Epistle to the Philippians.
4.

Epistle to the Philippian Church AD 62. A Letter to
the church in Philippi.

9.17.1 Excerpts from some of Paul’s letters
To the Ephesians and to all his churches he had this to say:
“18I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people,
19
and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”
(Ephesians 1:18-19)NIV

Saint Paul Writing His Epistles,
by Valentin de Boulogne or
Nicolas Tournier
(c. 16th century).
Source: Blaffer Foundation
Collection, Houston, USA via
Wikimedia Commons

To the Philippians he opened his letter with:” 3I thank my
God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of
you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:3-6)NIV
Paul’s letters were copied and read in all the churches that
he had planted. Today 13 of his letters, called epistles, are
an important part of the New Testament together with the
Gospels and epistles of other apostles.
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Codex Sinaiticus – The Oldest
Complete New Testament c.4th
Century AD discovered in St
Catherine Monastery near Mt
Sinai.
Source: Public Domain

9.18 James the Brother of Jesus is matyred c. AD 62
This is not James the brother of John. He had been
executed by Herod Agrippa I in AD 44. This is
James the brother of the Lord Jesus.
Festus, the governor of Judea who saw Paul off
on his trip to Rome died suddenly in office.
Albinus is appointed to replace Festus but it took
5 weeks for the news to travel from Judea to
Rome and another 5 weeks before he actually arrived
in Jerusalem. During this period with no governor in
office, James, the brother of Jesus, one of the pillars of
the Jerusalem church, was accused of blaspheming the
Mosaic Law by the then High Priest Ananus who hurriedly
convened the Sanhedrin. James is brought to the pinnacle
of the temple and thrown down and clubbed and stoned
to death. Since, James was held in high regard by many
Jews, when Albinus arrived to take office, Ananus was
deposed for illegally convening the Sanhedrin that judged
and executed James.
(source: Josephus the Jewish historian and Eusebius the
early church historian)
9.20 Summary of Paul’s Journey from Jerusalem to Rome
a.
Paul is warned by a prophet he would be arrested
in Jerusalem but that does not stop him.
b.
Paul tries to please the Jewish Christians by
sponsoring a few of them who were completing their
vows and purification rites in the Temple but gets
arrested as a result.
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c.

Paul is rescued from Jerusalem but detained in
Caesarea for two years and tried by 2 Roman
governors and King Agrippa II

d.

Paul appeals for his trial to be heard by Caesar and is
taken prisoner on a journey to Rome. The ship is
caught in a storm but all the passengers are rescued.

e.

The story of Acts ends with Paul in house prison in
Rome, free to write his epistles and take visitors.

9.20 Discussion Points
•
Describe the compromise that James had asked of
Paul and why did Paul comply? Did he do the right
thing? What else could he have done?
•

How do you think God was at work in Paul’s arrest
and in prison for two years in Caesarea?

•

Why do you think Luke described Paul’s journey to
Rome in such detail, allocating the whole of chapter
27 and the first 16 verses of chapter 28?

•

How were the prophecies about Paul given to 		
Ananias in Acts 9:15-16, fulfilled in this story?
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Chapter 10

Epilogue and Legacy of
the Apostle Paul
10.1 Paul’s release after his First imprisonment
At this time, in 60-62 AD, Nero deputed the trials to be
presided by the Praetorian Prefect, Burrus the Bluff, or
Tigellinus the Hated, who succeeded him. Emperor Nero’s
descent into extravagance and lust was just gathering pace.
Paul was acquitted in this trial. This was a significant result
as it substantiated Gallio’s earlier decision: Christianity was
not an illegal cult. The gospel could be preached until a
later date.
10.1A Emperor Nero and the Fire of Rome
In AD July 64, a fire started in the slum areas of Rome
which raged for many days destroying two-thirds of the
city. Legend has it that Nero played the fiddle while Rome
burned, but there is no real evidence for that to have
happened since the fiddle was not invented until much
later. According to historians, Nero blamed the fire on
Christians and used it to oppress them because of their
growing influence in the city. He arrested, tortured and
executed hundreds of Christians on the pretext that they
were guilty of starting the fire.
Nero views the burning
of Rome Painting by:
Carl Theodor von
Piloty c. 1861.
Source: Wikimedia
Commons

Click here for link to go to the Apostle Musical:
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For more information about the Fire of Rome in AD 64,
click:

For 3-minute National Geographic Video describing the
Fire of Rome in AD 65, click:

Nero’s (human) Torches
Painting by: Henryk Siemiradzki c. 1876
Source: Wikimedia Commons

10.2 Where did Paul go after he was Freed? c.AD 63-65
It must have been an emotional and uplifting reunion for
Paul and his friends as he travelled about to visit them in the
churches that he had planted. We only have fragmentary
clues of where Paul might have gone after he was freed in
AD 62.
In his letter to the Romans, Paul said that he would use
Rome as a base to go further west. His objective was to
reach Spain. Clement of Rome, an early Christian historian,
writing thirty years later stated that Paul “reached the
farthest bounds of the West.” This is not mentioned in Acts,
as Luke’s narrative ends in Rome around 62 AD. However, if
Paul did reach Spain, he probably did not spend much time
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there because there are no records of any churches
being planted by him.
His second last epistle written in c. AD 63 was a
letter to Titus, who was leading a church in Crete.
It is believed that he spent about two years
travelling and preaching in the western ends of the
Roman Empire including Spain and then he returned
to be with Titus in Crete.

Follow the musical The Apostle – Finale

10.3 Paul’s Second Imprisonment in Rome c. AD 66/67
It was during this time, after the fire of Rome in AD 64,
when the Roman Empire was persecuting the Christians,
that Paul was re-arrested, probably in Troas. Bible scholars
believe that Paul was re-arrested while he was in Troas,
probably on his way to visit the church in Ephesus. We
can infer this because of what he wrote in his last letter to
Timothy asking John Mark to bring him specific items that
he had left in Troas. He was brought back to Rome in chains,
this time, to face a much more hostile and determined
court.
Paul was seen as a Christian leader who had planted many
churches throughout the empire and had to be stopped.
However, because he was a Roman citizen, he had to be
brought back, put on trial, albeit a show trial, and then
executed.
In his second imprisonment, Paul would be interred, no
longer in a rented house, but in the state prison, which was
the Mamertine dungeon where he received much harsher
treatment. No more house arrest with a guard and relative
freedom.
it the
was
an underground
dungeon chained in
Click
here for linkNow
to go to
Apostle
Musical:
a dark and filthy cell.
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It was in this dungeon that he wrote his final epistle
recorded in the Bible, the second letter of Timothy. This
was a pastoral letter to his disciple and friend Timothy
who was now a leader in the church of Ephesus. We have
a glimpse of the conditions he faced and what was in the
mind of the great apostle in his last days when we read 2
Timothy. His close friends were not with him. Many of them
like Timothy and Titus had important roles to play leading
churches throughout the empire, while some others had
deserted him or even left the faith. Only Luke was with him
and probably helped him to scribe his final letter (1).
Read 2 Timothy to see the final instructions Paul gives to his
trusted disciple Timothy and the thoughts in his mind. The
trial had not gone well for him. He had apparently received
a preliminary hearing and was awaiting a final trial (2
Timothy 4:16). He expected to be found guilty. From there,
Paul believed only his execution would be left (2 Timothy
4:6–7), which was probably carried out sometime around
67 or 68 AD.
Click here for link to go to Historical Background of Paul’s Final
Imprisonment:

10.3A Excerpts from Paul’s Second Epistle to Timothy
2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
17
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work. (NIV)
Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas,
because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone
to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to
Dalmatia (2). 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring
him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry
(3) 12
. I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring
2 Timothy 4:9

(1) Paul was about 65 years old by this time and without reading glasses, which were
not available in the first century AD, would have needed the help of someone younger
to read or write for him, except for some epistles where he would pen the final sentences
with words like, ‘I, Paul write this in big letters.’
(2) Dalmatia – modern Croatia. This means that Paul’s ministry had reached the Balkan
country.
(3) This shows that Paul had reconciled with John Mark and found him to be very helpful.
234

EPILOGUE AND LEGACY OF THE APOSTLE PAUL
the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls,
especially the parchments (4). (NIV)
The final recorded words of Paul: 12 Timothy 4:19Greet Priscilla
and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. 20Erastus
stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. 21Do
your best to get here before winter. Eubulus greets you,
and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the brothers and
sisters. 22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you
all.(NIV)
You can view the Mamertine Prison on Google Earth and
click on the photos showing the inside of the prison.

Mamertine Prison in Rome. To explore the site further on Google
Earth Click:

10.3B The Basilica of St Paul
St Paul’s Basilica was founded by Emperor Constantine
on the burial site of Apostle Paul and was first
consecrated in AD 324. It was rebuilt several times
with the last one being in 1854. It was designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1980. The Basilica is in
Rome, outside of the Vatican City, but it is legally the
property of the Pope.

(4) Bible scholars believe this shows that Paul must have been unexpectedly arrested
while he was in Troas.
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Explore this site with Google Earth: Click:

10.4 The Legacy of Paul – The Churches he Planted
Paul started as a zealous Jew determined to stop
Christianity from spreading. After his conversion, he
became the most fervent Christian missionary
whose prolific writings became an enduring legacy
even to this century, touching and transforming many
lives.
His overriding message was to declare the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and that those
who put their faith in Him can have a share in His life.
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power
of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first
to the Jew, then to the Gentile”Romans 1:16 NIV was his battle cry
in the mission field.
Although others had brought the Gospel to some parts of
Asia Minor and Europe before him, Paul was the missionary
who methodically and relentlessly planted churches in
strategic cities throughout Asia Minor and Europe. He
then used the converts in these cities to evangelise in their
surrounding areas.
10.5 The Legacy of Paul – His Epistles
Paul wrote many letters to his churches. He used his
education in the Old Testament combined with his
knowledge in Greek culture to present the Gospel of Jesus
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Christ to the Gentiles in a way that they could understand.
These teachings include: the meaning of sin, who God is
and what He wants from us, how we can be reconciled
with Him, the meaning of atonement and sanctification,
the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit.
Some of his letters are lost, but we have 13 of them
which are now part of the 27 books of the New
Testament. The words of Paul’s letters still resonate
in the hearts of believers today.
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his
Spirit who lives in you. Romans 8:11 NIV
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV
10.5A The Epistle to the Romans makes a great impact on
many Christians through the ages
One of them was Augustine of
Hippo- The great theologian (354
– 430 AD)
Augustine lived a promiscuous
life before he turned to Christ.
After much struggling with his
conscience he was inspired to read
the Bible. He read a passage from
Romans 13:13-14, “Let us behave decently … not in orgies
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery,
not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves
with the Lord Jesus Christ and do not think about how to
gratify the desires of your flesh.”
Peace filled his heart and he put his faith in Christ. Augustine
was baptised at the age of 33 and became the bishop of
Hippo Regius in modern-day Algeria. His writings have
influenced Christians for centuries.
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10.5B Another famous figure whose life was touched by
the Epistle of Romans was Martin Luther – a key figure in
the Reformation Movement
Martin Luther was a monk
who set very high standards
for himself and realised he
could never achieve the
holiness that God would
expect from him. Every
time he came across the
phrase “the righteousness
of God” in the Scriptures,
it would strike him like a
Martin Luther – the Reformer
‘thunderbolt’ in his heart.
(1483 – 1546 AD)
Luther’s breakthrough came
Painting by Lucas Cranach the
Elder c.1529
when he was struck by the
Source: St Anne’s Church,
words at the end of Romans
Augsburg, Germany via
1:17, “He who through faith
Wikimedia Commons
is righteous shall live.” As
he meditated on the passage, he realised that his faith
in Christ had made him right with God. In his writings, he
often cited that this was the moment the Reformation
began. Luther wrote many books but his most profound
book was a commentary on the epistle that changed his
life - Paul’s letter to the Romans.

10.5C John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist
Movement (1703 – 1791 AD)
John Wesley was an Anglican
minister who had failed in
his mission to the American
colonies and was forced to
ask himself the most basic
question by some Moravian
Christians, “Do you know if
Portrait of John Wesley by
William Hamilton c.1788
Source: National Portrait
Gallery, London via Wikimedia
Commons
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you are saved?” for which he struggled to answer. After
a time of internal conflict, he attended a worship service
while Martin Luther’s commentary of the Epistle to the
Romans was being read.
Wesley wrote of his experience: “While he was describing
the change which God works in the heart through faith in
Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust
in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was
given me that He had taken away my sins.” The Methodist
movement is considered to have started here.
The Methodist movement brought a national revival to
England. Some historians believe the Methodist revival
helped to spare England from the kind of violent revolution
that took place in France at about the same time.

10.6 Paul’s Legacy – His Worldview
Paul’s worldview had been turned upside down when Jesus
met him on the road to Damascus. Paul saw the world and
man’s relationship with God in a completely different light
after his conversion.
We get an idea of Paul’s worldview from his letters. Besides
his deep conviction that Jesus is the only way back to God,
he expressed certain views about how Christians should
live together.
Contrary to the culture of his time, Paul did not recognise
class, gender or racial difference. He writes: “for all of you
A description about how
Paul’s world view changed on
YouTube:
Click here for link to go to
Our Daily Bread:
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who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus”Galatians 3:27-28 (NIV)
On partying and debauchery, he has this to say: “Do not
get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead,
be filled with the Spirit, 19speaking to one another with
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks
to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”Ephesians 5:18-20 NIV
10.7 Paul’s Legacy – the Christian’s Self View
Paul lived two thousand years ago. So what would his
comments be on taking drugs or doing things that could
not even be imagined at that time? For that, he has given
us a guiding principle: “Do you not know that your bodies
are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not your own; you
were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your
bodies.”1 Corinthians :19-20 NIV
Close up painting of
Paul by Rembrandt
Source: Wikimedia
Commons

10.8 Paul’s Legacy - His Mission
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power
of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first
to the Jew, then to the Gentile.”(Romans 1:16 NIV)
10.9 What is this Gospel or Good News that Paul preached?
In his letter to the Ephesians chapter 2, Paul wrote:
Ephesians 2:8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through
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faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God –
9
not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do. (NIV)
In the letter to the Romans chapter 3, Paul wrote:
Romans 3:22
This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between
Jew and Gentile, 23for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, 24and all are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.(NIV)
Faith in Jesus Christ, accepting the sacrifice that he made
on the cross for our sins and allowing him to be Lord of
our lives was the essence of Paul’s message of the Gospel.
Paul was basically following the instructions of Jesus when
he said to his disciples what was recorded in the Gospel of
Matthew chapter 28:
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.”(NIV)

Matthew 28:19

10.10 In Conclusion
His view on worship: “Therefore, I urge you,
brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God —this is your true and proper
worship.”Romans 12:1 NIV
And finally, at the end of his life, he tells Timothy:
“6… the time for my departure is near. 7I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to
all who have longed for his appearing.”2 Timothy 4:6-8 NIV
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Appendix 1 - A Brief Summary of Paul’s Friends, Associates and
Disciples
You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable
witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass
them on to others. (NLT)
2 Timothy 2:2

Name

Bible References

Comments

Barnabas
Also known
as Joseph
the Levite

Mentioned a total of
31 times in the New
Testament mostly in
Acts but also in 1 Cor
9:6; Gal 2:1, 9; Col 4:10

He was a Jew from Cyprus. Named an apostle
in Acts 14:4. He sold land and gave the money
to the apostles to distribute to the poor. He
brought Saul to meet with Peter and James
after Saul’s conversion when the other
apostles were reluctant to meet up with him.
He sought out Saul in Tarsus and brought
him to help in teaching and building up the
church in Antioch Syria. He went on the first
missionary trip with Saul who changed his
name to Paul during the trip. He subsequently
made a second missionary trip with John Mark
and headed to Cyprus. Although not recorded
in the Bible, Christian tradition holds that
Barnabas was martyred in Salamis, Cyprus
in AD 61. He is traditionally identified as the
founder of the Cypriot Orthodox Church.

Luke. He is
the writer
of Luke’s
Gospel and
the Book of
Acts of the
Apostles

Paul spoke of him
as a ‘dear friend’ in
Colossians 4:10-11,14
and mentions him in his
final letter in 2 Timothy
4:11 as one of the last
few to be with him in his
final imprisonment in
Rome

Luke was a Greek physician, disciple and
travelling companion of Paul. He is mentioned
many times in Paul’s letters. He was originally
from Antioch Syria but probably resided in
Troas where he joined Paul during the latter’s
second missionary journey. Luke was probably
the only non-Jew writer of the Bible. His
writings contributed to about 25% of the New
Testament.

Mark a.k.a.
John Mark
Cousin of
Barnabas

A young Jewish Christian
from Jerusalem. First
mentioned in Acts
12:12, when Peter was
rescued by an angel
from prison, he went
to house of Mary, the
mother of Mark.

He joins Barnabas and Paul on their first
missionary journey but leaves the team in
Perga, Pamphylia. Later Paul and Barnabas go
separate ways when Barnabas insist on taking
Mark but Paul refuses. We know that later
Paul is reconciled with Mark and describes him
as ‘helpful’ in 2 Timothy 4: 11
Christian tradition cites Mark as the author of
the Gospel of Mark taking the contents from
Peter’s eyewitness account.

Silas or
Silvanus

Mentioned in Acts
and some epistles.
Silas and Timothy are
listed as co-authors of
Paul in the two letters
to the Thessalonians.
Also mentioned in 2
Corinthians 1:19 as a
co-preacher and in 1
Peter 5:12 as a ‘faithful
brother’

Silas is first mentioned in Acts where he and
Judas Barsabbas are sent by the Jerusalem
Council to deliver a letter outlining their
decision to the Gentile Churches in Acts 15. He
is then selected by Paul to go on their second
missionary trip. Silas was also a Roman citizen.
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Timothy

He was a half-Jew from
the Lycaonian city of
Lystra. His mother
was Eunice and his
grandmother Lois. His
father was a Greek (Acts
16:1-3). He is mentioned
in many of Paul’s
epistles with 2 epistles
specially addressed to
him, 1 and 2 Timothy

He was Paul’s convert and disciple who
followed Paul on his second and subsequent
missionary journeys.
In 1 Corinthians 16:10 there is a suggestion
that he was by nature reserved and timid. He
may have been subject to ill health as Paul
encouraged him to ‘use a little wine’ for his
stomach’s sake (1 Timothy 5:23). Reading from
Paul’s letters to Timothy, especially his final
letter, we can deduce that Paul was very fond
and close to Timothy. According to Christian
tradition, Timothy became the bishop of
Ephesus and died around AD 97.

Apollos

An Alexandrian Jew
described as eloquent
and knowledgeable of
Scripture. Mentioned
in Acts 18:24-28, 1 Cor
1:12; 3:4-6, 22; 4:6;
16:12)

He became a Christian missionary. At first he
knew only the baptism of John, but when he
met with Aquila and Priscilla, they brought his
knowledge more up to date.

Aquila and
Priscilla

Priscilla and Aquila were
a couple who worked
with Paul as tent-makers
as well as missionaries.
They are mentioned
6 times, always as
a couple and never
individually in the New
Testament.

Of the 6 times they are mentioned in
the Bible, 3 times, Aquila the husband
is mentioned first and 3 times Priscilla is
mentioned first. We are first introduced to
them when Paul arrives in Corinth on his
second missionary journey (c. AD 51) where
he joins them in the tent-making business.
Aquila was originally from Pontus but had
travelled to Corinth with his wife Priscilla when
Emperor Claudius ordered all Jews to leave
Rome (Acts 18:2). The expulsion of Jews from
Rome took place c. AD 49. Paul took them
with him to Ephesus where they helped Paul
in planting and growing the church. When
Emperor Claudius died and Nero rescinded
the ban on Jews c. AD 54, Aquila and Priscilla
returned to Rome. Paul mentions them in his
letter to the Romans c. AD 57, and described
them as his ‘fellow workers’ to whom ‘all
the churches of the Gentiles are grateful.’
(Romans 16:3-4). However, in Paul’s last letter
to Timothy c.AD 67 Paul mentions Priscilla and
Aquila, which means that they had travelled to
Ephesus possibly to help Timothy in pastoring
the church there.
Christian tradition reports that Aquila and
Priscilla were martyred together.

Aristarchus
or Aristarch

In Acts 27:2, he is
described as a Greek
Macedonian of
Thessalonica

He accompanied Paul on his journey to Rome.
He and Gaius, another Macedonian were
seized by the mob at Ephesus and taken to the
theatre (Acts 19:29).
He is mentioned again in Acts 20:4 and 27:2 as
Paul’s travelling companion; and in Colossians
4:10 and Philemon 24 as ‘fellow prisoner’ and
‘fellow labourer’ respectively.
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Carpus

2 Timothy 4:13

Paul must have stayed with him when he
was in Troas, just before his final arrest. Paul
instructs Timothy to retrieve his books and
parchments from him.

Epaphras
and or
Epaphroditus
Bible
Scholars
believe the 2
names refer
to the same
person

Epaphras - Colossians
1:7, 4:12; Philemon 23
Epaphroditus Philippians 2:25-30;
4:15-18

A native of Colossae, who was converted and
discipled by Paul, probably while Paul was in
Ephesus. He is also believed to have brought
the Gospel to and founded the church in
Colossae.
Delivers gifts to Paul while he is imprisoned.
He calls ill but later recovers. Epaphras brings
a runaway slave, Onesimus, to Paul, who later
sends him back a Christian convert to his
master with a letter of commendation now
preserved as Philemon.

Eutychus of
Troas

Acts 20:7-12

The young man in Troas who falls asleep
listening to Paul speak late into the night and
falls three floors down. He was pronounced
dead, but Paul raises him back to life.

Gaius of
Macedonia

Acts 17:5-9; Romans
16:21

A Christian from Macedonia who becomes a
travelling companion of Paul in Acts 20:4.
Gaius is mentioned residing in Corinth as being
one of only a few people there besides Crispus
and the household of Stephanas, who were
baptised personally by Paul.

Jason of
Thessalonica

Acts 17:5-9; may or may
not be the same person
mentioned in Romans
16:21

A Jewish Christian who houses Paul and Silas
when they are in Thessalonica. He is arrested
when the mob look for Paul but cannot find
him. According to church tradition, Jason was
later appointed Bishop of Tarsus by Apostle
Paul.

Lucius

Romans 16:21

Paul conveys greetings to the Romans “Lucius
and Jason and Sosipater, my relatives” in
Romans 16:21.

Lydia of
Thyatira

Acts 16:11-15, 40

A female merchant of purple cloth. She is
originally from Thyatira; a worshiper of God
which means she probably was a proselyte
or God-fearer. She is Paul’s first convert in
Philippi, possibly even in Europe during his
second missionary journey.

Mnason

Acts 21:16

A Christian from Cyprus who gave Paul and his
companions a home to stay when Paul arrived
in Jerusalem with his collection for the poor.
This was Paul’s final visit to Jerusalem.

Nympha

Colossians 4:15

A Christian who hosts the community of
believers in Colossae.
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Onesimus

Philemon 10-15;
Colossians 4:9

A slave who ran away from his owner,
Philemon and even stole some money. He was
brought to Paul who converted him and found
him to be helpful. Paul decides to send him
to Philemon and thanks to him, we have the
epistle of Philemon.

Onesiphorus 2 Timothy 1:16; 4:19

A faithful benefactor of Paul. Paul sends
greetings to his household in Ephesus.

Philemon

Philemon

A Colossian convert and co-worker of Paul.
Paul writes to him to ask him to release his
slave Onesimus.

Phoebe

Romans 16:1-2

Deacon of the church at Cenchreae who
delivers Paul’s letter to the Roman church.

Sopater or
Sosipater

Acts 20:4; Romans 16:21 Paul referred to Jason, Lucius and Sosipater as
“countryman”. This could mean they were all
from Tarsus or more likely, they were fellow
Jews.

Sosthenes

Acts 18:17;
1 Corinthians 1:1

An official of the Jewish synagogue in Corinth
who is converted by Paul. In 1 Corinthians 1:1,
Paul calls him “our brother”.

Trophimus

Acts 20:4

Trophimus was an Ephesian Christian,
probably a convert by Paul, who accompanied
Paul during part of his third missionary
journey. He was with Paul in Jerusalem and
the Jews in the Temple wrongly presumed that
Paul had brought him into a part of the Temple
that was forbidden to Gentiles. This created a
tumult which resulted in Paul’s arrest.

Tychicus

Acts 20:4;
Ephesians 6:21;
Colossians 4:7;
Titus 3:12; Timothy 4:12

Tychicus was from Ephesus, a Roman province
of Asia. In Ephesians 6:21, Paul calls Tychicus a
“dear Brother and faithful servant in the Lord”
while in Colossians, he is described as a “dear
brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant
in the Lord.”

Titus

Mentioned 13 times in
the letters of Paul.

A gentile convert to Christianity. He
accompanies Barnabas and Paul to the
Jerusalem Council. Titus later served as Paul’s
messenger to the Christian communities in
Macedonia and Achaia and Corinth
(2 Corinthians 7:5-8:24, 12:18).
He also preached in Dalmatia, modern Albania
and much of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Paul had left Titus on the island of Crete to
organize and appoint leaders for the churches
there (Titus 1:4-5).

Sources:
https://www.christian-pilgrimage-journeys.com/biblical-sources/apostle-paul-lifeteaching-theology/companions-of-paul/
https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Pauline_Associates.htm
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Bible
Reference

Ancient City
Name

Modern Name

Comments

Acts 11:25
etc

Tarsus

Ruins today,
near city of
Mersin

Ancient Tarsus does not exist but its ruins
are found near the modern city of Mersin
in south-east Turkey today.
https://bibleatlas.org/tarsus.htm

Acts 11:19
etc

Antioch of
Syria

Antakya

Antioch on the Orontes today is called
Antakya of Turkey. It lies just 18 km northwest of the border of Syria.
https://bibleatlas.org/syrian_antioch.htm

Acts 13:4

Seleucia, port Samandag,
of Antioch
Turkey

Ancient Seleucia was the port city of
Antioch Syria. It lies 6 km north of the
mouth of the Orontes River. Today its
ruins are near the city of Samandag in
Turkey.
https://bibleatlas.org/seleucia.htm

Acts 13:5

Salamis,
Cyprus

Ruins
today, near
Famagusta,
Cyprus

Ruins found in the modern city of
Famagusta, a beach town
In 480 BCE at the Battle of Salamis, the
Greeks turned back a larger Persian
invading force and secured freedom for
their region.
https://bibleatlas.org/salamis.htm

Acts 13:6

Paphos

Kouklia, Cyprus

Paul converted the governor Sergius
Paulus.
https://bibleatlas.org/paphos.htm

Acts 13:13

Pamphylia

A region
of Antalya
Province of
Turkey

A region of coastal plains between
the Taurus mountain range and the
Mediterranean Sea.
https://bibleatlas.org/pamphylia.htm

Acts 13:13

Perga in
Pamphyliaa

Murtina or
Murtana

John Mark left the first missionary team
here.
https://bibleatlas.org/perga.htm

Acts 13:14

Antioch of
Pisidia

Yalvac, a
Paul preaches his longest sermon on
modern town of record and many respond. The Jews
Isparta Province drive them out. The apostles focus their
ministry on the Gentiles.

Acts 13:51

Iconium in
southern
Galatia

Konya in central Threat of plots force the apostles to leave
Turkey
https://bibleatlas.org/iconium.htm
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Acts 14:6

Lystra

Ruins north of
a small town
called Akoren in
Turkey. Artifacts
of Lystra in a
museum on
the village of
Hatunsaray.

Paul heals a lame man. The villagers
think Paul and Barnabas are Hermes and
Zeus in a mis-understanding. Jews from
Antioch Pisidia stir up trouble. Paul is
stoned and left for dead. Timothy comes
from this town.
https://bibleatlas.org/lystra.htm

Acts 14:6

Derbe
Troas or
Alexandria

Kerti Huyuk

In 1956, an inscription was found at
the site Kerti Huyuk, 30 miles east of
Gudelisin, the formerly accepted site,
showing it to be the true Derbe. Refer
to: https://www.bibleplaces.com/
derbelystra/ for history
https://bibleatlas.org/derbe.htm for
location map.

Acts 16:8

Troas

Ruins a little
south of
Bozcaada, SE
of a modern
Dalyan in NE
Turkey

The Holy Spirit guided the second
missionary team to make a strategic
change of direction in this city. Instead of
going further into Asia Minor, the team
were led to cross the Aegean Sea and
travel to Europe.
https://bibleatlas.org/troas.htm

Acts 16:1

Neapolis

Kavala

https://bibleatlas.org/neapolis.htm

Acts 16:12

Philippi

Ruins near the
municipality of
Filippoi

https://bibleatlas.org/philippi.htm

Acts 17:1

Thessalonica

Thessaloniki
An important
port city in
Greece

https://bibleatlas.org/thessalonica.htm

Acts 17:10

Berea

Veria

Cool highlands with noble people who
searched the scriptures for themselves.
https://bibleatlas.org/berea.htm

Acts 17:15

Athens

Athens

Athens has survived to the modern era.
https://bibleatlas.org/athens.htm

Acts 18:1

Corinth

Corinth

The isthmus Canal of Corinth to Cenchrea
makes the two sea ports connecting the
Aegean to the Ionian Sea very important.
https://bibleatlas.org/corinth.htm

248

Appendix 2 – Cities Paul visited and their present day status
Acts 18:19

Ephesus

Ruins near
Izmir, Turkey

Ephesus is located near the western
shores of modern-day Turkey, where the
Aegean Sea meets the former estuary of
the River Kaystros, about 80 kilometers
south of Izmir, Turkey
greece/ephesus#:~:text=Ephesus%20
was%20an%20ancient%20port,hands%20
many%20times%20between%20
conquerors.
https://bibleatlas.org/ephesus.htm

Acts 20:15

Miletus

Ruins near
Soke, Turkey

Miletus was an ancient Greek city on
the western coast of Anatolia, near the
mouth of the Maeander River in ancient
Caria. Its ruins are located near the
modern village of Balat, south of Soke, in
Aydın Province, Turkey.
https://bibleatlas.org/miletus.htm

Acts 21:1

Cos

Kos

Is a Greek island, part of the Dodecanese
island chain in the south-eastern Aegean
Sea. Kos is the third largest island of the
Dodecanese by area, after Rhodes and
Karpathos. Administratively, Kos now
constitutes a municipality within the Kos
regional unit, which is part of the South
Aegean region. The principal town of the
island and seat of the municipality is Kos
Town.
https://bibleatlas.org/cos.htm

Acts 21:1

Rhodes

Rhodes

Rhodes, with an area of 1,400 km², is the
largest island in the Greek Dodecanese
group located in the south-eastern
Aegean.
https://bibleatlas.org/rhodes.htm

Acts 21:1

Patara

Ruins near
Gelemis in
Antalya, Turkey

Ruins today near Gelemis. Patara is now a
popular beach resort in Turkey.
https://bibleatlas.org/patara.htm

Acts 21:3,7 Tyre of Syria

Tyre, fourth
largest city of
Lebanon after
Beirut, Tripoli
and Sidon

One of the oldest continually inhabited
cities in the world, founded by ancient
Phoenicians.
https://bibleatlas.org/tyre.htm

Acts 21:7

Acre, also
known an Akko
in Hebrew, a
city in northern
Israel

The city occupies an important location,
sitting in a natural harbour at the
extremity of Haifa Bay on the coast of
the Mediterranean’s Levantine Sea.
Aside from coastal trading, it was also
an important waypoint on the region’s
coastal road and the road cutting inland
along the Jezreel Valley.
https://bibleatlas.org/ptolemais.htm

Ptolemais
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Acts 21:816

Caesarea

Caesarea, Israel

Today, it is mainly a suburban town with
residents commuting to Tel Aviv or Haifa
for work. It is an important tourist stop
for visitors to Israel.
https://bibleatlas.org/caesarea.htm

Acts 21:17

Jerusalem

Jerusalem,
Israel

Google Jerusalem.
https://bibleatlas.org/jerusalem.htm
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Letter

To

Approximate
Date

Place of Writing

Galatians

Church at Galatia

49 CE

Antioch

1 Thessalonians

Church at Thessalonica

51

Corinth

2 Thessalonians

Church at Thessalonica

51

Corinth

1 Corinthians

Church at Corinth

55-56

Ephesus

2 Corinthians

Church at Corinth

55-56

Macedonia

Romans

Church at Rome

57

Corinth

Ephesus

Church at Ephesus

60/61

Rome

Colossians

Church at Colossae

60/61

Rome

Philemon

Philemon, a close friend at
Colossae

60/61

Rome

Philippians

Church at Philippi

61

Rome

1 Timothy

Timothy, leader of Church at
Ephesus

62/63

Macedonia

Titus

Titus, leader of Church at
Crete

63-65

Macedonia

2 Timonty

Timothy, leader of Church at
Ephesus

67

Paul’s last letter,
probably in
Rome
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